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This hace does not have a healthy 
future- hi fiact.it has about 10 seconds 
to live before being lipped to steeds by 


two pursuing greyhounds In front of a 
crowd ofjgawplng spectators. Animal 
rights campaigners yesterday took 


part hi a token demonstration at what 
could be the last “Cup Final” of hare 
coursing, the Waterloo Cup, in Altcar, 


Merseyside. If Labour wins the election, 
the lfil-year-pk! Cup will be the sub- 
ject of a free vote on the banning of 


hunting with bounds.. John tteigh of the 
British Field Sports Society claimed hare 
coursing helped preserve a “huge and 


healthy” hare population In the area 
which would otherwise be kUfod as 
pests. Photograph: Craig Easton 
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spectre of a human clone 


mans aregrowa® as the full in*- 
plkanonsOf due cloning of a 
sheep by srientists in Edin- 
burgh begin to dawn. 

Some scientists even com- 
pared the possible effects on 
humanity to toe atomic bomb. 


! Vl .. ‘'iTfcfcS InteinatioBal calls for new laws 

^ . a to prevent- the cloning of hu- 

s' ? ‘‘‘ Il “?5-" marearegrpwHffiasthefiillint- 
v .4 "'■* * plicalionsOf the doning of a 
‘ “. 1 sheep bylsdeatists in Edin- 

burgh begin to dawn. 

>- Some scientists even com- 
• ' ’■ -iMiNPi* pared the possible effects on 

>’ • ,ni'«cb{j:tj r hinnamlyto toe atomic boaib, 

i ~' z - \ ■■»'*.* Atfrt-Vcnj- white Indent Clinton said the 

' ,V i ‘* to*’ Santa, doning of Dolly the sheep 
fl. : ;fsagJils raised “serious ethical ques- 
" ■ .irr.pj-a ^ dons, particularly with respect 
• 1 ‘ •Vitr.-.p Bwpt to tbepossible use of this tech- 

• - i • ■*;: U-.T-l vrV^ . oology to done human em- 
••»■ '!••• fk biyos". He told a panel of 
- . a . r . - j,^^ 1 |^bioethksx3mert5 to report bade 
ri •< a -j . i y-.rs-ht&y ?o him to 90 days on the ethi- 
cdmtdlegdinqjUcationsofthe 
r t , r i: t^vraivs 5 Edinburgh work. 

• -■ 'i -djed-d Since the news first emeteed 

■ •• . . , on Sunday, the doning break- 

. ■ ."VCps^VT through has enthralled toe US. 

• That same day the ricay led the 

. • « ■’ iSi k .-«* New Hu*. Times, toe country's 

.V nmst:|^|tigk)m nevwfpaper. 

Since thea^it has dominated 

: . i..:..A u: ^ weighty leading arudes and 

r ' * 1 kV -“ provided eatfless grist fear the 
! talkdrcws^lhe fiwiiaticmpart- 

■ ly reflects apobsessiom with sd-' 
entific bo& medical news in a 

.- -.T-j-oMi - country ydme tenuous results 

...*■ swfci from routme health studies 
, ... • r make froat-page beadfines. But 

..... • ■ a, ,! »•- it is also anjeasure of the eth- 
. vrr"™*^ ical and legal conundrums 

raised bytoe possftHe doning of 
humans.; In France Philippe 
. u : • ,,. ; n';iC Vasseur,. the farm minister, 

. , . > » v; -: - raised thehazaixe spectre of “six- 

’ i. . - . : legged chickens" and promised 

stiff new controls if the tech- 


6 In the past 
few days, we 
have lived 
throu^ia 
change in our 
condition as 
mranentous 
as the 
Copemican 
revolution or 
thesplitting 
of the atom ? 

Andrew Marr, 
page 17 


nology led to “monstrous^ ex- 
periments with natnie- 
More-matezial benefits of 
the walk showed up in a boom- 
ing share price for PPL Ther- 
apeutics, winch carried ourthe 

work with scientists at the 
Rodin Institute' in Edinburgh. 
PPLs shares have risen by more 
than a third since Monday 





Ethical conundrum: doning enthralls the US but^e^deot 69 Clinton 


morning, increasing hs market 
value by £25ra. 

However, toe Roslin scien- 
tists own no shares m the com- 
pany, and will hot benefit 
directly from their break- 
through. The doning technol- 
ogy has been patented joinilylw 
PPL and the Institute, though 
that might not prevent a de- 


termined - and very wealthy - 
person from spending millions 
of pounds to ph*4ogether a 
cloning laboratory for their 
personal immortalisation. 

The UK, Spain, Germany, 
Canada and Denmark have 
laws ageing* doning humans, as 
do some tadividual states in the 
US. France and Portugal also 


have very restrictive laws on the 
use of doning But many coun- 
tries do not Tbs# has raised the 
possibility that, publication to- 
morrow in Nature, toe scientif- 
ic journal, of the technique 
Involved in using a cell from an 
adult sheep to produce Dolly 
could be used to done people. 

Professor Martin Johnson, of 


the Human Fertilisation and 
Embiyotogy Authority, said yes- 
terday: “The important thing 
isn't to raise fears about what 
might go on here [toe UK], but 
elsewhere. There's a general 
consensus that doning people 
would be negative, but toe le- 
gal framework isn't unified." In 
toe US, for example, federal 


concern over applying the technology to humans Photograph: Brian Mams 


funds cannot be used to fend re- 
search on human embryos. But 
the position is unclear for pri- 
vately-funded science. 

Joseph Rotblat, the British 
physicist who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1995 after bat- 
tling for years against nuclear 
weapons, said: “My worry is that 
other advances in science may 


result in other means of miwt 
destruction, maybe more read- 
ily available even toan nuclear 
weapons. Genetic engineering 
is quite a possible area, because 
of these dreadful developments 
that are talrfng place there.'' 

It is still uncertain whether it 
would be possible to done a hu- 
man from an adult cell Dolly 
was produced by taking a cell 
from an adult sheep and putting 
it into a “genetic coma 1 *. The nu- 
cleus and DNA of that cell was 
then put into an unfertilised egg 
from which the DNA had been 
removed, and the resultant cell 
implanted into a ewe. 

In theory toe same principle 
might work in humans. But it 
has failed in frogs and mice, be- 
cause it is more difficult to put 
their cells into the required 
form of genetic coma. Scientists 
instead nowwant to try the tech- 
nique an pigs and cows. 

Professor Grahame Bulfield, 
director of the Rodin .Insti- 
tute, insisted yesterday that 
they would not allow doning to 
be used in harmful ways, and es- 
pecially not for work on hu- 
mans. Instead, he said, the 
breakthrough could in the tong 
term lead to a myriad of new 
ways to help humans. Herds of 
transgenic animals could be 
fanned for proteins, blood and 
organs. Gene therapy, with its 
ability to replace faulty genes 
with good ones, could provide 
cures for fatal diseases 

It could take years for the 
technology to be proven and 
field-tested sufBdently to be li- 
censed. But after that it could 
be worth mfllionS of pounds an- 
nually, with a huge number of 
applications. 
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Labour will order an indepen- 
;■ - lent audit of the nation’s fi- 
.. 'jances, if it wins in May. 
aecause it is guspidous that the 
- Conservatives may bequeath a 
• hdden economic time bomb. 

Lq a move which is likely to 
;ause hostility within the Trea- 
iuiy where it w£U be viewed as 
tantamount to an a c cusa ti on 
' - hat the books have been 
: rooked, Gordon Brown would 
-jet up toe audit as soon as he 
- got into the Theasury. 

. ; In.a speech today, the shad- 
_ . 3w Chancellor will set out -toe 
.machinery for delivering the 
. .monetary policy, the lowinfla- 
gcm»ibe investment and the sus- 
tained . growth he wants, to 
achieve m office. 

He says that Labour “hales m- 

' Ration” and wants sustained 
growth,: but that requires a 
. . .shake-up; at theTSeasiiiyandthe 
” Rank fyfT.ngfawd to get rid of the 
in «anhfli t y ge nera te d by the “run- 
' ’ - ning of the so-called 

: " Ken amfEddie soap opera. 

: The most immediate reform 


taken by Mr Brown would be 
the setting up of an independent 
check on the. legacy that would 
be leftjby toe Conservatiy^.' 

Labour leaders are nditely 
consrions^pf the hidden , eco- 
nomic crisbsinherifed by Harold 
Wilson in : 1964, after 13 years 
of CtouseivativeTH^feadmgto ; 
a forced devaluatioofbr which 
Labour took the frill blame. 

Labour is also aware that if 
it had- won the last election, in 
1992, it would have teen exco- 
riated by the Tories &r the in- 
eviubaiiy erf sterime^aH from 
the Eurqptitn eacoange rate 
. meebantetor £od the InitmKation 
of toe^ubfequeDt phxtige inthe 
value q^^btma.: ' r\ r t; 

• Labbcj- ^ plamfiug a mB 
scale budget before Parliament 
breaks for its summer recess in 
Jufy, vilhia 10 weds of taking 
over from the Tbries. gut Mr 

Brown wifi say tod^j: “Ws will 

ensure that the Government’s 


tiy Anthony Bevins 

fiscal prelections are properly 
audited before toe Budget" 

It was not ’dlear last night 
which • iu dependent : -group 
would carry odfthe aiidit, but 
.^Mwsaiiqr Labour source said 
Mr. Brown would -insist oh 
“kosher, credible figures” - the 
hard truth, independently ver- 
ified, on borcowing, debt ami ex- 
penditure programmes. 

Also, put wifi go the Trea- 
sury's current team of “wise 
people”, who provide an inde- 
pendent assessraebrof govern- 
jrient economic arid' monetary 
policy; a system condemned by 
Mr Brown as haphazard.’’ 

:: Ikeafiiiy Advice would be 
a newCpnndl 
of Economic Advisers, “re- 
flecting a wider^ "range of eco- 
nomic expertise*. In an attempt 
id; bolster toe Bank’s perfor- 
mance, Mr Brown would setup 
a Bank Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee, chaired by the Gover- 



-ripr, and mduding up to four 
^outriders brought in to; en- 
hance toe Bank’s reputation. 

Mr Brown will say: “I have 
not hidden the fad that the par- 
lous state in which the Govern- 
ment has kft the public finances, 
with public borrowing at£26bn 
this year ... will mean difficult 


choices on public spending.” 
He will say that the personaK- 
’sation^of the differences be- 
tween - Kenneth Garke, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and Eddie George, Governor of 
the Ifonk of England, risked un- 
dermining toe credibility of in- 
terest rate and inflation policy. 

“This risk has become a re- 
ality now that the argument 
between the Governor and toe 
Chancellor is conducted 
through speeches and inter- 
views on both rides.” 

In an attempt to show that be 
means business, Mr Brown wifi 
say; “Inflation undermines busi- 
ness success. It creates insta- 
bility. It harms investment and 
the damage it does, as toe ex- 
perience of the late Eighties 
shows, takes years to undo. 
There is ad additional reason 
why Labour hates inflation. 
The people who suffer most are 
those on fixed and low incomes, 
especially the elderly, the peo- 
ple who are least able to defend 
themselves.". 


QUICKLY 


Plans to sell Tube 

The Government announced 
that it would sell the London 
Underground, which, ferries 2.7 
million people around the cap- 
ital every day. It insisted that 
money raised in toe sale would 
be put back into the cash- 
strapped system. Page 3 

Deng^s last farewell 

The final legacy of Deng Xiao- 
ping proved to be the freedom 
not to have to mourn him, as 
shoppers in Peking ignored a 
live transmission of nis hour- 
long memorial ceremony 
broadcast from the Great Hall 
of the People where 10,000 se- 
nior party and government of- 
ficials gathered before a casket 
containing his ashes. Plage 12 

Alert over tests 

A hunt began yesterday for up to 
500 people who may have been 
given inaccurate tests for HIV in- 
fection, sexually transmitted dis- 
eases and cervical cancer by an : 
unregistefeddoctorvKsidi^;ina , 
clinic in south London. Fbge5 : 

Court martials unfair 

Britain's court martial system is 
unfair and contravenes the Eu- 
ropean Convention cm Human 
Rights, the European Court of 
Human Rights found Page8 


Finally, you can expect 
superb sound 
wherever you are. 

The Bosd* Acoustic Wavt? music system, 
the only thing that's limited is its availability. 
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fci'R J Cndit tard^ard raaatB caaml 

I? "I; 1 /rtaka aoMycoatrajht^MMnd. 

Bose introduces an easier more convenienr way to enjoy superb 
sound. Small and light, the Acoustic VEhve* music system is a 
complete sound system. .With two equalizers, three amplifiers, 
three speakers, an AM/FM stereo runei; CD player and a credit 
card-sized remote conrroL Bose's patented Acoustic Waveguide* 
speaker technology delivers big, rich, lifelike sound. There are 
no cables to connect. No dials to adjust. Just plug it in and start 
enjoying it. Not found in any shops, this system is available 
only direct from Bose. For a free information pack, simply call 
freephone or send/fax the coupon below. Or to try it in your 
home for 14 days, satisfaction guaranteed, calk 

0800 022 044 


When calling, please quote re fer e n ce number 5191. 
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Europe to investigate jail 
treatment of McAliskey 

The European Parliament is 10 send a delegation to Holloway 
Prison to investigate complaints about the detention of Roisin 
McAliskey amid mounting international concern about her 
treatment. 

The 25 -year-old daughter of the former nationalist MP 
Bernadette Devlin is being held on remand pending extradition to 
Germany for questioning in connection with the IRA mortar attack 
on a British anny barracks at Osnabruck last year. She is seven 
months pregnant but as a Category A high security prisoner, she is 
held in solitary confinement and is strip-searched daily. 

The Irish government raised a formal protest about die 
conditions of her detendon last week. Dick Spring, the Republic's 
foreign minister, called in the British ambassador in Dublin to 
demand that Ms Me Aliskey be given bail and to insist that she is at 
Least entitled to “basic decency" while in jail The European 
Parliament's aD party Civil liberties committee yesterday agreed to 
send a three member delegation despite objections from a number 
of British MEFs. Katharine Butler 

Storms set to return by weekend 

The tempest that tore across the country yesterday and on Monday 
night, causing 1 1 deaths and extensive. damage, might return by the 
weekend, weather forecasters warned yesterday. 

The London Weather Centre said the country is in the middle of 
a “very windy and unsettled weather system". “In two days these 
winds will be affecting the north of the country. In the meantime 
local features such as valleys and buildings will produce some very 
high gusts," said a spokesman. The violent storms during the past 
two days prompted fatal road accidents. They also caused flash 
floods and left fallen trees Uttering roads. Winds gusting up to 
80xnph were commonplace with the highest wind - of 90mph - 
recorded at Lee-on-the-Solent, Hampshire. Matthew Brace 

New proposal to lift beef ban 

Douglas Hogg, Lhe agriculture minister, yesterday put a new 
proposal to Europe aimed at lifting die ban on British beef. Under 
the proposal meat and beef products from herds certified as BSE- 
free would be exported again. The Export Certified Herds Scheme 
is an important step along the road to the restoration of British 

beef on the world market, 
according to Mr Hogg. 

“This is only the first step," 
he said. “It is common to 
everyone in the industry that we 
need to gel this ban lifted. We 
have made a judgement that we 
have to move step by step. We 
aim fpr this [one] to be followed 
as swiftly as possible by 
another." The scheme, which 
will apply to farmers in 
Northern Ireland in particular 
because of the lower incidence 
of the disease there, may yet be 
frustrated by Europe, he said. 

E.coli butcher prepares to re-open 

John Barr, the butcher whose shop was linked to the E. cott 0157 
outbreak in Scotland which claimed IS lives, last night prepared to 
re-open for business on Thursday - and told of the “hell” he and 
his family had suffered. 

But Paul Santo oi, the lawyer for some of those hit by Europe's 
worst outbreak of the infection, called the re-opening “surprising". 

lhe derision to resume business was announced yesterday by Mr 
Barr’s lawyer, George Moore, who said the butcher had worked 
closely with environmental officials and had received their 
agreement to open again. Mr Barr, 51. is awaiting trial on a charge 
or culpable and reckless conduct in relation to the alleged supply of 
contaminated meat. 

Billie-Jo foster father released 

Detectives hunting the killer of the 13-year-old schoolgirl Billie-Jo 
Jenkins have released her foster father Sion Jenkins on police bail 
to return in five weeks. Mr Jenkins, 39. was arrested on Monday in 
Hastings, West Sussex, and held for questioning. 

Billie-Jo was battered over the head with an 18-inch metal tent 
peg as she painted the patio doors in the back garden of ber home 
in Hastings on 15 February. Mr Jenkins and his wife. Lois, held a 
press conference shortly after the lulling on 15 February at which 
they said that their 10-year-old daughter was the first to discover 
the body of Billie-Jo. Matthew Brace 

Police to hold evidence longer 

The police are to be forced to keep evidence from criminal cases 
for longer following the Bridgewater Four miscarriage of justice 
which was uncovered only after tests were made on 19-year-old 
evidence. The Government had planned to introduce a new law 
that would require police forces to keep all evidence for a 
minimum of three years. At present there are no time limits. But 
the Bridgewater case, in which three men spent 18 years in jail for 
a murder they did not commit, with another man who died while in 
prison, has prompted the Home Office to reconsider their 
proposals. Jason Bennetto 




THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


Ausma ... 

.Sdt40 m«Js .. 

. RSjjO 

OVERSEAS SUBSOUFTWiS 

Belgian .. 

..area to* .... 

.14,500 

Nr raw. 13 nee** Bows 010.76:2** 1 

Cansnes .. 

.PK300 Madera . 

. Esc325 

East Amencs. Aftca end Mai UB4.0& Zone 2 IF* 

Cyprus 

X£U0 Malta ... 

43 cents 

East and Ausrateai £205.70. to oid s, please send 

Denmark.. 

..DM18 Norway.. 

..NW0 

cheque payaMenjiftHyciamranMMeaaSowaa 

trtfliRw .. 

. . ,45p tatupl . 

-ESC325 

lid B 43 t*Hd«XA Union EM 9TRdtrtphone 0171- 

France ... 

. . -Ftld Spam . . . 

.PB300 

538 8288. Cud* cards trafeomt 

Germany .. 

.DMJ-5 Sweden. . 

..Sail 

BACK ISSUES 

Greece ... 

. .Drt50 Sttortard 

.SH4.00 

Badi traces d me hdependn are aofeUe fias: 

lj«etfttaifg 

..ireo USA 

..$3.00 

Hsfflnc ftatsBNWS. telephone 01388 840370. 



Sifiso at Heathrow with Mrs Stopford (left) and her daughter, Nicole (Photograph: Reuters) 

Zulu boy allowed to stay in 



A Zulu boy who was brought up by a white foster 
mother in England but subsequently returned 
by the courts to his nature) parenfo in South Africa 
wfll stay in Britain, it emerged yesterday. 

Sifiso Masango, 12. returned to Salome Stopford, 
the whim woman he calls “Mother" last December, with 
the consent of his natural parents. 

Mrs Stopford, 50, a widow who employed the boy's 
parents when she lived in South Africa, had cared for 
him since he was 1 8 months old. She brought him to 
Britain in March 1992 when she took British citizen- 
ship and his parents agreed, for the benefit of his ed- 
ucation, on condition that they could visit him and that 
he maintained his South African links. 

They began efforts to have their son returned after 
discovering in 1 994 that Mrs Stopford had tried to adopt 
him. The decision that Sifiso should be returned to 
South Africa to live with his natural parents- came at 
an Appeal Court hearing last May. . 

Then, the Court of Appeal held that although the 
boy had lived in England and had known the Mrs Stop- 
ford who had brought him up as "Mother" he should 
be returned to his natural parents, in the Transvaal, 
who had been fighting for his return. 


Sifiso was eventually returned td South Africa after 
befog removed fronroneflight at Heathrow airport be- 
cause he was so upset Mrs Stopford had remained 
in touch with the boy’s parents, hoping that they would 
allow him to return, which they did after pressure from 
the boy himself, last December. 

Since then he has not returned to South Africa and 
yesterday the case returned to the Family Division of 
the High Court Mr Justice Kirkwood was fold, in a pri- 
vate hearing, that agreement had been readied that 
Sifiso wOl, with his n dural parents' consent remain 
living with Mrs Stopford in Makla Vale, west London. 

Part of the agreement however, is that he wifi re- 
main a ward of the High Court 
In a brief statement issued after the hearing, solic- 
itors Midicon de Reya, who acted for Sifiso, said: “In 
December 1 996 Srviso returned to tttis country to spend 
Christmas with Mrs Stopford and her family. : * 

•ft hasnow been decided, with the agreemoitgf his . 
natural parents, that Smso should remain here and the 
court has granted a Residence Order to Mrs Stopford. 
However, SMso wai be visiting South Africa from time 
to time to keep in contact with his natural parents." 

Jojo Moyos 


Couple reunited 
in Bafta award 
nominations 

Ralph Fiennes, star of the ac- 
claimed new film The English Pa- 
tient, and his estranged wife, Alex 
Kingston (right), star of TTV's 
adaptation of Moll Flanders, have 
both been nominated for Bafta 
awards, Britain’s Oscars for film 
and television. Since thecouple 
split up, Fiennes has been roman- 
tically linked with the actress 
Francesca Annis. 

The English Patient, a wartime 
love story also starring Briton 
Kristin Scott Thomas, has been 
nominated for 13 British Academy 
awards - one more than the Oscar 
nominations earlier this month. 

Its director Anthony MingheJIa is 
honoured in the best film, best di- 
rector and best adapted screen- 
play categories. A spokesman for 
Mr Minghella said: "It realty Is a 
tremendous tribute to the effort 
everyone put in to making this 
film, ft was a huge struggle." 

The English Patient nearly did 
not get made because its finance 
disappeared a matter of days be- 
fore filming in Italy began. 

Other film actors and directors 



shortlisted include director Mike 
Leigh, and Brenda Blethyn and 
Timothy Spall for Secrets and 
Lies, Sir Ian McKellen for his title 
role performance in Richard III, 
Sh/rie star Geoffrey Rush and vet- 
eran Paul Scofield for The Cru- 
cible. 

In the TV section Alex Kingston 
is joined by Prime Suspect 5 star 
Helen Mirren, Pauline Qulrke for 
The Sculptress, and Gina McKee 
for Our Friends In the North, in the 
best actress TV category. 

The BBC’s Our Friends In the 
North has been recognised twice 
in the best TV actor slot, with Pe- 
ter Vaughan and Chris Eccleston 
nominated. 

David Lister 


Dustman’s holiday 
in the hottest spot 

A dustman threatened with death 
by rebels in war-tom Rwanda has 
returned to his Midlands home - 
saying it was his dream trip. 

John McBride, of Kidderminster, 
Worcestershire, picks out toe 
world's troubles pots for his 
holidays. But the 52-year-old - who 
has a 27-year history of travelling to 
dangerous places - said his trip to 
the Rwandan capital Kigali was toe 
closest he has come to death. 

"I thought El Salvador was bad, 
but it was a picnic compared to 
Kigali. Still, I’d go back there 
tomorrow if 1 could. 

The middle-aged adventurer 
caught a bus frown Kenya to 
Uganda, where he obtained a visa 
to enter the Rwanda, currently a 
war-zone. “Everybody warned me 
that 1 could be killed, but that gist 
got me more excited. 

"In other civil ware, the fighters 
have worn uniforms, but over there 
they all wear the same rags so you 
just have to watch whose giving 
you funny looks.” 

Tire Unman, who works for Wyre 
Forest district council, has visited 
El Satvador, Afghanistan, Vietnam, 
Guatemala and Cambodia. 


TRANSPORT 


Air disasters to become 
commonplace, EU warns 

One major air crash every week could be the norm within war* 
unless safety Standards arc improved, a European Parliament 
feptarfwHms. It pants to an wanning rise in acddvnls and nau-air 
near misses in the last year, afedsmys increasing demand for air • 
transport threatens to undesnine safety. - — 

The report calls for the setting up of aa EL- Air Safely Board 
and the useofEU-widc transport -guidance systems. Its author. 
Conservative MEP Anne McIntosh, said: “Cheaper air fares must 
not come at the expense of passenger safety." 

Her report, to be considered by the European Parliament s 
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— . compared with _ 

ihroughoot the 1980 s. Deaths rose by 73 per cent to 1^*9 ■. 
compared with an average of 1,136 m the 198IK 



FOOD 

Shoppers misled by packaging 

Packaging which advertises die potential health benefits of 
particular foods is unhelpful to consumers and should he banned, 
research by the National Consumer Council claims today; The 
distinction between such unregulated claims and nutritional 
information — which is subject to statutory guidelines - is 
ixrelevantto shoppers, the NCC says. 

NCC chairman David Hatch sain: “Far from helping people 
choose a healthier diet, our research shows that food claims may 
actually get in the way of consumers ’ understanding of what they 
eat.” The NCC stressed the need for a rethink of food pack claims 
such as “helps maintain a healthy heart” or “can actively improve 
your digestion”. 

Consumers are often confused or misled by technical jargon. 
And the more information crammed on to a food pack, the more 
likely shoppers are to switch off. Lists and tables are particularly 
impenetrable, says the report. Messages on Food. 


PRISONS 


Mental problems behind bars 

Up to one in three male prisoners has menial problems, aevi <rdini: 
to a report out today. One m four say they have deiihcr.ticiy 
harmed themselves, while one in 25 say that they have had a set erv 
personality disorder. 

The “worrying" statistics are highlighted in a report ot a multi- 
agency team, the Wessex Group. It screened 1 .301 1 incoming 
prisoners - 400 of them on remand - over three years at 
Winchester Prison. 

The group's profile of a prisoner with menial health problems 
showed that he was more likely to have previous convictions: to he 
returning for an offence of violence; to have had drink or drug 
problems and to be faring homelessness on release. 

WELFARE 

State-to-private switch is costly 

Switching welfare protection from the state to private insurance 
could remit in millions of average and low-earners having to pay 
more from their covet After analysing data from 10,000 adults 
looking at cover for mortgage payments, long-term care or to 
replace Income during long-term sickness, researchers concluded 
that social security schemes may offer better value for money. 

In the study, supported by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, the 
authors found that, to cover himself in just these three areas, a 45- 
year-old married man with average earnings would typically have 
to pay £900 a year - equivalent to 6p in the pound on income tax. 

Private Welfare Insurance and Social Security: Pushing the 
Boundaries. £13.45, York Publishing Services, 64 HaUfidd Rd. 
Layerthorpe, York 703 7XQ. TeU 01904 430033 Glenda Cooper 

SOCIETY 

Asians back immigration laws 

Most Asians in Britain feel the immigration laws are either fail or 
not tough enough, according to a poll published today. The verdict, 
from 61 per cent of those asked in a MORI poll for the Asian 
television channel ZEE TV, explodes the myth that Asians fear 
crackdowns on asyh/m -seekers and immigrants. 

The poll was the first time members of Britain's 1.5 million- 
strong Asian community had been asked in detail about their ■ r 
political attitudes and allegiances. - 



NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In the first half of 1996 


Definitely a catch 


DELL DIMENSION P166v 

• INTEL 166MHz PENTIUM 1 PROCESSOR 

• 16MB SDRAM 

• 2GB HARD DRIVE 

• IVCGLOUR SVGA MONITOR 1 13.7 5' VIEWABLE AREA! 

• 512Kb PIPELINE BURST CACHE 

• MID-SEED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• INTEGRATED 64 BIT PO LOCAL BUS VIDEO + 1M0 VIDEO MEMORY S 

• MICROSOFT WINDOWS 9S 


WAX. 


!fe 


£899 (£1,085.70 


met. DELIVERY & VAT 



Some of our competitors claim to be offering better deals than us. But when it 
comes to offering so much for little, no one can catch us. Take the Dell Dimension™ 
Pi66v Power Platform. It comes with the awesome Intel 166MHz Pentium* 

P»H4WI Processor and a price tag of only £899 (£1.085.70 inc delivery and VAT). And just 

* 

to prove a point, it also includes a large 2Gb Hard 
Drive and a 15" monitor ( 13.75" vis ). All in all: a 
better deal than anything pur up by our competitors. 

Call us today on 01344 724 693 and talk to the 
world's largest direct PC manufacturer.* 


oeu. 




TALK DIRECT TO THE NUMBER ONE, 

01344 724603 

Between 8am and Bpm weekdays, 10dm to 4pm Sat. 
... www.dell.cam 

Del! end lhe CWI loco aw regttrerad irjdemjrtre and Defl Dimension « □ trademark d Dril Computer Corporation. The Intel Inside loco aid ftnnum are rejWred trademarks d Intel Corporation Microsoft' Windows. QKkr frofesuonal « aft reeniered trademarks ot the Microsoft Corporation Hicmtrfi is a registered trademark Debwn is ’ 
charged at £71 ! C29 Win VAT1 per wvrm. Finance is available subirn to hows full deiaik available on request prices cotract ai date of publication The photographed product may nor atwajs iruiOi the .specifications in this adrarr. Prices quoted rater to cpecrfKanen descriptions wit* The puces listed retire! ih* mtrarT&ittwvjua liable ax ih*. 
time of going to press. Prices change frequently All price* «M» Specifications are sutgeo to Change wnhout pner nonce or ofaiiganwv Offer supplied *nh Windows 95 Dell mouse and keyboard mduded Dell Computer Corporation Ltd. Mtlbanke Home. Vfcjrem Road. Bracknell. Berkshire K12 IR0 Offer mailable for jliimuil pmud only l 


+ 










End of the line for state-owned Tube 
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cash for 
repairs 

Randeep Ramesh * 

Transport -Correspondent 

The Government yesterday 
sought to sweep away the last 
vestiges of a state-owned trans- 
port system when jt announced 
that the London Underground 
system would be sold off. 

After relin q nts h mg fee state’s 
hold over ports, animes, motor 
industry and, most recently, 
the railways, the Government 
will privates, the world’s oldest 
underground raff system. . The 
move will return the system to 
private bands almost 60 years 
after it was nationalised. 

. -Becanse of the poor state of 
the 255-mile network. Sir 
George Young, Secretary of 
State for Transport, announced 
that the money raised by the 
sell-off would be ploughed back 
into the cash-strapped system 
which ferries 27 munon people 
around .London every day. 

Built in the great rail rush of 
the Victorian era, the Under- 
ground grew to be one of the 
wonders of the Edwardian age.. 
Electrified by private capital 
before many nations had. any 
railways, it has been nrn down 
by successive jpvernments. 

The sell-off is seen as a ma- 
jor victory over the Treasury, 
which has opposed “ring fenc- 
ing” privatisation proceeds. - 

But Sir George convinced 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor, that without the assurances 
the privatisation would have hit 
the buffers. 

Today, forced to survive on 
halfthe grant which it requires, 
the system is morea triumph of 
fi nrtnrial, than engineering, wiz- 
ardry. The Underground has 
been plagued by shut downs, 
caused by old cables and worn 

OUt ri gnallmg - 

Last week^, the funding crisis 
forced tube managers to shelve - 
more than 200 schemes, owing 
to the lackipf Government 
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Tbe end of the Kne or a new beginning An out- 1994 of the six mfles of track north of Epping. 
of-commission tube train sits forlornly at On- Now; however, there are plans to reopen it im- 
gar Station it Essex - onca the end of the der a scheme dreamt up by the entrepreneur 
Central Line but deserted since the doanefr Way White who is aiming to be the ftat to pri- 


vately own and run part of the Hne. Mr White, service on tire dteused section. Along with part- 
who pioneered the conversion and sale of tfis- ner Bill CampBsson, their company Pilot De- 
used red BT phone banes, is awaUng govern- vetopments plans to spend tg>to£2m restoring 
ment approval to run an Orient Express style track and stations. Photograph Brian Harris 


cash. London Underground's 
directors also revealed that the 
aflmgsystem would need £L2bn 
to clear the backlog of urgent- 
ly-required wort 
However, the proposals 
mean that the system vriD not re- 
ceive any more cash until it is 
privatised •• •' 

-• SirGeorgesaidthesaleprO' 
ceeds would help -clear that 

baddog withm five years, and 


most of the money left over 
would be set aside for public 
transport. • ' 

The Government is consid- 
ering three options for pri- 
vatising fee Underground One 
option, favoured by Tbiy Cen- 
tral^ Office, would be to sell H 
as a single business. 

However, - Downing . St 
favours the British Rafi model, 
with a “Thbetrack^.awnirigthe 


stations, track and signalling and 
the lines leased oul Sir George 
is also considering selling lines 
individually. 

There would be ho shortage 
of bidders. Stagecoach, the bus 
and rail grant, and Rafltrack, 
winch already owns Britain’s 
track, stations and signalling, 
have expressed an interest The 
-present management, which is - 
privately opposed to the sell-off. 


would also be allowed to bid 
The Government believes 
the policy will be a vote-winner. 
London’s transport system 
would get a regulator that 
would oversee a new-look op- 
erator, the popular go-any- 
where Travelcards would be 
retained; and private managers 
would have to guarantee service 
levels. A detailed plan of the 
sell-off will be outlined in a 


White Paper this summer. 

The Fame Minister, John 
Major, said the move would give 
fee capital a “world class" Tribe 
network. But in the Commons, 
Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
dashed with Mr Major, saying 
receipts from the sale of the 


coffers. Labour called the sell- 
off an “abdication of responsi- 
bility”. 


Labour figures were last 
night holding talks with London 
Underground officials about 
Labour’s pledge to find private 
investment for expansion on the 
Tribe. One option would be to 
allow London Underground to 
fund projects by issuing bonds. 
This has enabled Hong Kongs 
“mass transit” system make 
£12ra profit a year. 

Leading article, page IS 


Network built on the greed and nerve of a robber baron 


private switch is costly 
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Ywkos: *Secffet of success is 
to boy old ^mfc and fix It up’ 


Mkhael WfUams 

Sir George Youngs announcement that 
London Underground js to be private 
was met by a predictable chorus of op- 
position from Labour MPs, union lead- 
ers and commuter organisations. 

Yet there is nothiag new about de- 
veloping the Tlibe with private money. 

The modem electric underground net- 
work owes its origins to the greed and 
sheer nerve of an American ^ buccaneer 
called Charles T^son Yeites, who arrived 
in London in 1900 to cad in on what . 
he saw as the huge untapped monopoly 
of a modern transport system in a great 
city. 

Yerkes, who had already served a jail 
term for embezzlement, was fleeing 
from the authorities in Chicago, where 
he ran the streetcar system for 15 years, 

but bad also run into debt and the Mafia. 


US business maxim had proved to be his 
undoing: “The secret of success in my 
line of work,” be would say, “is to buy 
old jtinkj fix it up a little, and unload it 
onto other fellows." 

The “robber baron”, as he was known, 
arrived in London at the age of 63, with 
a vision and a mistress. His vision was 
to take the capital out of the steam and 
horse hge into the electric era, and to 
cash in on rising property values by 
extending his lines into the rapidly ex- 
panding suburbs. 

Yerkes settled in the V&ldorf to drum 
up investment, while his 23-year-old mis- 
tress, for whom he had once bought a bed 
from the Ki n g of the Belgians costing 
$80,000, set im in the Savoy, where it is 
said that she became a model for more 
than one Henry James heroine. 

Yerkes electrified the loss making Dis- 
trict line, ordered new carriages mod- 


elled on American trams and cut back 
oh the seating to cram in more passen- 
gers. Tube carriages are sriO known by 
the American name “cars" because of 
their Yerkes origins. His power station 
built at Lots Road in Chelsea is the one 
feat stfll supplies (and frequently cuts off) 
fee entire London Underground today. 

He bullied and cajoled his backers into 
providing the cash to build the great Tribe 
lines - the Bakerloo, the Piccadilly and 
the Northern line. The Piccadilly, 
opened in 1906, was his great gloiy- the 
longest in fee capita] and fee' first wife 
an escalator. A man with a wooden teg 
was paid to ride it all day long to prove 
to a sceptical public that it was safe. 

Before feat fee money had run out, 
and Yerkes was not to live to see fee 
heyday of the private Underground 
company, which eventually ran all fee 
lines except fee Metropolitan until 


nationalisation and merger with fee 
buses in 1933. 

The cost of burrowing under fee 
Hampstead hills to build fee Northern 
line bad proved too great and he died 
in 1905. His creditors reclaimed his Ruk 
Avenue house in New York and fee 
Yerkes Observatory on Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin, which he had ordained 
should contain fee largest telescope in 
the world. 

An eminent railway historian wrote 
of him: “His interest m railways as rail- 
ways was absolutely nil He neither knew 
nor cared about the day-to-day methods 
of operation, safety methods and such 
like. His sole and only concern was fee 
accounts”. It is on to Yerkes’ railway, 
substantially unchanged in any of these 
respects, that MPs step every day at 
Westminster station as they make their 
way to and from fee House. 


■ The famous London 
Underground logo - a circle 
with a bar running through it 
- was Introduced in 1905 by 
the London General Omnibus 
Company. 

■ Traveicands, which allow 
virtually untramelled travel in ihe 
capital and now considered 
essential by Londoners, were 
introduced in 1983. 

■ In 1994, London Transport 
reported its first annual 
operating profit- of £5m. 

■ The Tube's 11 lines carry 
more than 2J5 million people 
along 266 stations every day. 
ft roaches out into 
Buckinghamshire In the 
north, Essex in Ihe east, 
Surrey in the south and 
Heathrow Airport in the west 


Mixed 
reaction 
to Tory 
plans 

David Garfinkel 

Tory plans to privatise the Tube 
received a mixed reaction form 
London travellers yesterday. 

Passengers on the District 
Line at Bow Road in fee East 
End echoed Labour sentiments 
that a privatised network 
would soon collapse, as public 
assets were sold cheopry and 
investment delayed. 

Michael Shneck. 23, a mar- 
keting assistant, believed the 
policy would kill off the Gov- 
ernment’s re-election hopes. 
“If they privatise the system, in- 
vestment will slowly dry up. and 
when that happens' the tube will 
probably end up closing down 
altogether,'’ he said 
The Government w;is simply 
passing the buck, said Alexan- 
der Middleton. 79. from 
Whitechapel “The plans stink. 
They have let the service 
become so run down over the 
years, feat now the only thing 
they can do is relinquish aU 
responsibility for il. 

“They have got all the mon- 
ey in the woridffe 1 guns and bul- 
lets, hut when It untnes to simple 
things that the public want in- 
vestment in, like fee Under- 
ground and NHS, they have 
nothing.” 

In the City, where stations are 
generally dcaner and services 
more frequent than in fee sub- 
urbs, passengers were less 
scathing of fee Tory plans. 
Rush-hour professionals gen- 
erally agreed that if investment 
was guaranteed, then privatisa- 
tion might be a solution - 
especially as London Under- 
ground is faced with budget cuts 
of £700m over fee next three 
years. 

Lucy Green, 29, a merchant 
banker, said fee problem wife 
private ownership is that assets 
are sold off too cheaply. “If they 
could ensure money was put 
back into the system then it 
might work. “But surely the end 
residt of a scheme like this is 
that a few individuals end up 
making more money for 
themselves.” she said. 

Constance Abeng. 25, a post- 
graduate student, said the Tribe 
Had deteriorated in fee last 
few years. “Why can't fee Gov- 
ernment find the money to up- 
date the system themselves. 1 
preferred it seven years ago 
when it was a cheap, effective 
and simple way to travel.” 

At ihe end of the line in the 
Tory heartland of Richmond, 
travellers gave fecir blessing to 
fee Government's policy, as 
they saw private enterprise as 
the last hope for the service. 

John Irvine, a manager at BT 
said: “If that is what it takes then 
it is a good thing. 1 think the Un- 
derground docs its job, and 
compared to other countries we 
have a good system - but then; 
is certainly room for 
improvement." 
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news 


PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 


Major refused to step into the ring with Blair 
over Tube privatisation, referring him to Sir 
George Young's imminent statement Hisonty 
jab at Blair was to compare his attitude to 
privatisation with that of North Korean Pres- 
ident Kim II Sung. 

When Major refosed to answer a narrow ques- 
tion, Blair tried a broader one, and then a 
broader one still. The narrow ones were per- 
tinent, but Blair might have concentrated on 
just one to better effect. 
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THEMES OF THE DAY 


•Defence of Sir Edward Heath by Labour MPS. (Barry Sheerman, Lab, 
Huddersfield; Dale Campbell-Savours, Lab. Workington) 

•Privatisation erf London Underground (Sir Michael Shersby, C, Uxbridge) 
■Tory splits on Scottish devolution (John Home Robertson, Lab, East 
Lothian) 

•Cloning Polly the sheep (Chris Davies, LD, Uttleborough and Saddle- 
worth) 


BLAIR’S 1 ATTACK 


Earlier yesterday, the Chancellor had pledged to use some profits from 
the Tube sell of! to reduce the public sector debt Blair highlighted the 
contradiction between this and Transport Secretary Sir George Young's 
pledge that any proceeds would be invested in transport. Major hid 
behind the imminent Commons statement on the and declined 
to answer. Blair went on to broaden the attack: "what happens if the 
proceeds do not cover the investment requirement?” With a little more 
justification. Major again told him to wait for the Statement 


T here are nine weeks to go here al the Punlegislatin rest- 
home, before the electorate gives someone a for 

a whole new set of policies. Many of the inmates here are 
readying themselves for extinction, others to meet glory in more 
agreeable ways. All agree that - for the time-being at least— their 
innovating days are over. All it seems, except for Sir George 
Young, the Secretary of State for Transport, , who yesterday made 
a statement to the House on the Government's proposals for 
the future of London Underground. 

Sir George is a phenomenon. With his gentle voice, slightly 
distressed expression, immense height and thinness , he looks 
like the descendant of a Victorian union between an adventur- 
ous aristocrat and a giraffe. Found in the jungle, like Tarzan of 
Greystoke before him. be has come to Britain to start a new life. 
That is why he has trouble with those funny ticket machines at 
tube stations - they don't have them on East African plains. 

This loftiness might also explain wbv Sir George has foiled 
to notice that there is an election pending, and thus no chance 
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As a result, he is in danger of asking his civil servants to do a 
lot of expensive work, of hiring a large number of extremely well- 
paid consultants, and forcing London Underground into nu- 
merous emergency management seminars with sharp-suited 
trainers - all for nothing. 


Or could it be that - for from not being aware of tie ejection 
- the charcoal giraffe is aware of practically nothing&lse? That 
he, along with his cabinet colleagues - having deranged all the 
tasty leave at the bottom of the privatisation tree - is bow forced 
to stretch his neck as for as possible in order to nibble at the 
topmost, scrubbiest foliage? (Not even nibble, indeed^ but mere- 
ly promise to nibble if re-elected). That what he is doing is em- 
ploying awhole ministry to undertake a feasibility study for the 
Conservative election manifesto - ax t ax p ayer' s expense? 

Certainly sir George was very keen that electors should, in 


ins wanfe^mind the gap" between hs radical preppsafc ti.w at- 
traeting investment to the Tbbe, and Labour's father hopeful 
nice partnerships between kind businesses and w? 
nke imwidere, which will magic money into the swetn. . 
Not mat Andrew Smith, the shadow Transport Secretary, rnv** 
the question of the giraffe’s liming. Ismail, tan-haired and bev- 
ll&brontod,MrSmimhasaw^proNcm.whkAisii!i the mure 
noticeable since he sits next to the greatest classical actress rtf 
bergenrnmon - Glenda. The words “nasaT and “high" UoskijjI 
justice to die grata® timbre and unusual production ol Mr Simula 
vocal output. His tones emerge with difficulty from a pom! jus: 
bet we en his eyes and - as he becomes agitated - seem to pr ,s - 
themselves from the lop erf lusfread. 

Mr Smith compensates for this by rattling his words out with 
i speed, ensuring that there are plenty of Jiyjvrt*oi;c 
itions - on the principle that if you miss a dozen nr =*n. 



- But Sir George is an unflappable beast. How could anything 
worry a man who can simultaneously state that he has no idea 
whctheHhe tube system should be sold off as one. orsprll up - 

and yet' can promise that pensioners’ concessionary fore- wdi 
exist in perpetuity? On second thoughts, an election might. 



Heseltine predicts 60-seat victory 

Deputy PM expects by-election protest vote 


Chris Davies reminded 
toe House of life beyond toe n&rt 
election, asking what discussions 
were planned with other nations 
to ensure adequate controls on 
cloning. 


THE QUIP OF TUESDAY, <v 


John Butcher’s CC. Coventry 
SW) question backfired-. “I can't un- 
derstand the logic that seems to say 
that Britain is winning, but it's time 
for a change. Does that mean you want 
to be losers?” tie asked Major. 


□ 


Home Robertson on Tory splits on the constitution; "Can he 
remember when his two predecessors [Baroness Thatcher 
and Sir Edward Heath] last agreed with each other about 
anything, and how has he got himseff into the position where 
he appears to disagree with both of them? And is he ab- 
solutely sure that Britain's fossilised constitution is the se- 
curest ground to choose tor Major's last stand?' 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Sheerman referred to Conservative criticism of Sir Edward 
Heath's- recent comments on Government policy: "Does he 
agree with me that such attempts to vilify the Father o( the 

House actually do great damage to the democratic process?” 
Major replied that Sir Edward had .‘had a long and distin- 
guished career, and we both admire him and are fond of 
him*. 


THE CREEP.jOF_.THEt DAY,, 





The plethora of questions on plans to privatise London Un- 
derground would not have been complete without an en- 
dorsement of previous privatisation's from a Tory bads benchec 
Sheisby obliged: “Would my Rt. Hon. friend agree that the 
privatisation of British Rail has been a great success? It was 
so successful that it has confounded its critics.” 

Compiled by Ben Summers 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


A Conservative Commons 
majority of more than 60 seats 
after the general election was 
predicted by Michael Heseltine, - 
the deputy prime minister, 
in Wirral South yesterday, after 
be had repeated his warning 
that the Tories could expect a 
protest backlash in tomorrows 
by-election. 

Conservative strategists, who 
appear to bave written off the 
previously safe Tory seat, believe 
John Major has a good chance 
of holding on to office in a May 
general election. 

While Mr Heseltine said in 
the Wirral village of Thornton 
Hough that the Tory majority in 
the election would be **60 and 
nudging up", party strategists 
said a “lesser win” would be 
enough - a hung parliament in 
which the Conservatives re- 
mained the largest party but 
without an overall majority. 

In that event, one senior 
Conservative said Mr Major 
would seek to govern with the 
support of Ulster Unionist MPs, 
Labour would fall apart in a 
bout of acrimonious blood-let- 


ting, and Britain could well go 
into the 21st century with the 
Tbries facing a newly created 
alliance of moderate Labour 
and the Liberal Democrats. 

Forecasting an unexpected 
Toiy win in the general election, 
as opposed to the drubbing ex- 
pected by everyone for the 
Tbries in Wirral South tomor- 
row, Mr Heseltine told The 
Independent. “You have made 
this mistake: before. 

“You are confusing the de- 
cision about who governs the 
countxy in a general election and 
the protest that people indulge 
in, in other circumstances, either 
with pollsters or by-elections, 
whatever it may be." 

Mr Heseltine said at the start 
of the campaign that there was 
a by-election “culture" in which 
the voters kicked the Govern- 
ment party. 

But he said yesterday that 
there was a totally different cul- 
ture in general elections. 

“People ask different ques- 
tions in these two alternative rir- 
cumstances. When people go to 
vote in a general election they 
know that the consequence of 
that vote is to elect for five years 
a government. 
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“They win see as they do now 
this country’s economy in one 
of the most exciting prospects 
I can remember and wnen raced 
with a Labour Party that would 
risk that prosperity, theywQl not 
vote for the Labour Party.” 

The distinction between this 
week’s by-election and the gen- 
eral election was being stressed 
heavily by senior Conservatives 
yesterday. They argued that 
they remained firmly in the 
running for victory in May's 
election contest. 

. It was argued that the polls 
were being misinformed, be- 
cause being a Conservative was 
more unfashionabl e than it had 
been in 1992, and people were 
therefore reluctant to disclose 
their real voting intentions to 
the pollsters; a Labour victory 
would require an unprece- 
dented swing, and Tbny Blair 
would need to win more than 
60 seats to overcome the Tbry 
majority and the boundary- 
change hurdles, all at a time 
when the economic climate was 
“more favourable than It has 
ewer been before”. 

In addition, one source said. 
Labour could lose seats in Scot- 
land and the liberal Democrats 
could also lose seats in Scotland 
and elsewhere. 

The source said even if there 
was a “lesser win", with a hung 
parliament that left Mr Major 
ra office, that would be enough, 
because the “golden briy lure” 
of Mr Blair would haw been de- 
stroyed and a realignment of the 
left forced, which would wipe 
out the last vestiges of Labour’s 
socialism. 

Mr Major, it was said, would 
have defied the pundits by win- 
ning the election at all. 

One confident Tbry source 
made the point yesterday that 
after the last election, 37*e In- 
dependent carried a cartoon 
showing Mr Major driving a 
fairground dodgem, with 
Labour and the Liberal De- 
mocrats standing to one side, 
asking when it would be their 
turn. The Prime Minister was 
telling them: “We’re not play- 
ing turns anymore.” 



Mr Heseltine with Wirral South Tory candidate Les Byrom 


Photograph: Jason Bye 


Tories snap up directorships 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Ex-ministers and Conservative 
MPs who are leaving the Com- 
mons at the general election 
have taken on a raff of director- 
ships and public posts to fill tbeir 
time, the latest Register of 
Members’ Interests has re- 
vealed. 

High on a list of 15 retiring 
Tories who have taken on new 
outside interests since the last 
register was published 10 
months ago are Kenneth Bak- 
er, the former Home Secretary, 
John Patten, the former Edu- 
cation Secretary and Tim Ren- 
ton. the former Chief Whip. 

Mr Patten, who is giving 
up his Oxford West and Abing- 
don seat, has become a non-ex- 


ecutive director of Alfred 
McAIpioe PLC. 

Mr Baker has added a non- 
executive directorship of Mil- 
lennium Chemicals Incorp- 
orated to his existing list of five 
seats on boards, and has become 
an adviser to Mercury PLC on 
the worldwide cable industry. 
He alreacfy advises ICL, and the 
Harris Parliamentary Panel, 
though his fee from Harris is 
sent to a drugs charity of which 
he is patron. He has also be- 
come honorary chairman of 
the Museum of British History. 

Mr Renton, who holds a di- 
rectorship and two consultan- 
cies, has become chairman elect 
of tiie Sussex Downs Conser- 
vation Trust. A former arts min- 
ister, be accepted free tickets to 
the Royal Opera House, to 


Glyndebourne and to Wimble- 
don last year. 

Richard Needham, a former 
Northern Ireland and trade 
minister, already lists four di- 
rectorships, a consultancy and 
membership of Lloyds' in’addi- 
tion to shares in a packaging 
company. John Butcher, a for- 
mer education minister, has be- 
come a non-executive director 
of Fertemps recruitment agency. 

Other Conservative MPs who 
have taken on new directorships 
in the run-up to retirement in- 
clude Sir Julian Critchley, the 
member for Aldershot, Sir 
Michael Marshall, member for 
Arundel Robert Banks, mem- 
ber for Harrogate, Patrick Mcr 
Nair-Wilsoa, member for New 
Forest and Dudley Fisbbum, 
member for Kensington. 


Derek Foster, the shadow 
Chancellor of the Duchy ol 
Lancaster, criticised the Con- 
servative for taking dn new 
jobs.“Tbe rats arc fleeing the 
sinking ship. Just weeks before 
the election, outgoing Tories arc 
leaving no stones unturned in 
their search for lucrative junkets 
in their Parliamentary after- 
life.” he said. 

Tony Blair, who last year re- 
ceived gifts of a Fender" Strain- 
caster guitar from the British 
Phonographic Industry and a 
rug from Benazir Bhutto. former 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, this 
year had lo make do.wiih cuf- 
flinks from the South African 
Chamber of Business. This year, 
Ms Bhutto cbosc to give a rug 
to.the liberal Democrat leader, 
Paddy Ashdown. 
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Win a Bl JPA Health Screen 


Plus a £30 discount 
for every reader 

BUPA has developed a new 
health assessment which is 
devised specifically to provide 
positive health programmes for 
men and women. Everyone has 
a comprehensive medical screen 
involving over. 40 tests giving 
an overview of your all round 
state of health and fitness. 
Then you will be assigned your 
own personal health adviser 
to help plan your own 
improvement programmes and 
action plans. 


BUPA Health Screens arc 
designed not only to detect any 
health problems but also to 
emphasise the benefits and 
importance oF a healthy lifestyle 
and how. you can achieve it. 

BUPA is offering one 
lucky Independent reader a 
complementary Health Screen 
worth at least £B40. j n 
addition, all'calfers will retell e 
a £30 discount. 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
question on line and leave your 
details. Call: 


0930 567 791 


OR FOR MORE tN FORMA TION- CALL 0800 676029 
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Steve Boggag 

A hunt began yesterday for up 
to 500 people who may have 
been given inaccurate tests for 
HIV. infection, sexually trans- 
mitted diseases and cervical can- 
cer by an unregistered doctor. 


urged clients nf Tlfpram f’fmtraT 


mitted disease-genito urinary 
medicine elfnir*; as they may 
have been inaccurately diag- 
nosed as having gonorrhea. 

. “Others may have had HIV 
tests, the results of which may not 


laboratory did not conduct 


south London, to seek help im- 
mediately after Sir Kenneth 
Caiman, the Government's 
Chief Medical Officer, wrote to 
GPs warning that the laborato- 
ry's diagnoses may be incorrect 

The health. ‘alert .centres 
round inquiries which have es- 
tablished that Nigerian-born 
Godwin Ouubogu, 56, who was 
practising at the laboratory, is . 
not a registered medical 
practitioner. 

In a joint statement, the 
South Thames NHS Executive 
and tire Merton* r S>nitem and 
Wmdsworth Health Au&ority, 
alleged yesterday that Mr 
Onubogu-ran Iketam as a pri- 
vate concern for nine years, of- 
fering testing and advice -on 
“various conditions, including 
sexually transmitted diseases 
and HTV infection". 

In his alert to doctors, Dr Cai- 
man said: "Some patients may 
need counselling. Others may 
need referral to sexuaDytrans- 


to HTV services”. Hie said those 


Ralham area hot ctydd h a f ffiirwTi 
other parts of London, the 
South-east or even abroad. 

Dr Sue Atkinson, director of 
public health at the executive, 
said- “We are concerned about 
the in f orma tion *baf tnm^ pprw 
may have been gjven by Mr 
OrndH^u and so we are trying 
tocontaahisdienteandforiber 
cheats to alert them to the need 
to seek professional medical 
advice. The best route for this 
would be through their GE 

"Iketam is not an NHS lab- 
oratory, so we do not have de- 
tails of the clients. The police 
._ have the names and ad- 
dresses of some clients. We 
have given the police letters to 
enclose with the ones they are 
sending to these people. This 
still leaves many chents-wbo we 
cannot contact and who may not , 
live in the local area." 

The NHS executive said only I 
people who actually visited B 02 - 
tam’s premises at Swan House, 
207 B alham High Road, need- 
ed to seek further help as the 


other doctors. 

“We don't want to cause a 
panic among people who have 
had HIV tests and may worry 
that their teas were sent off to 
- tins laboratory - they werenV' 


woman for the NHS executive. 
“We only want to contact peo- 
ple who visited the prcmsesL 
Obviously, this isgoing to be an 
anxious time far some people, 
botwc would urge them to con- 
tact their GP as soon as 


"Iketam was a private labo- 
ratory, so it was nothing to do 
with us. Wb are involved be- 
cause it has become a matter of 
public health." 

The health authorities have 
set up a helpline, on 0800 
174846, far anyone who has 
received treatment, testing or 
diagnosis at the Iketam 
laboratory. It is understood the 
facility is now dosed. 
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Sliding scale: The American tenor, Thomas Randle, abseils down a 90ft face at The Castle Climbing Centre, north London, yesterday In 
preparation for the English National Opera production of The Country of the BUnd, based on a story by HG Wells Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Schools chief 


JudHi Judd and 
Lucy Ward , 

A national culture btseti on seif- . 


for the widespread notion that 

children should be encourage to 
rifco w er t hi ngs fr om tbeirtsdv es 

'rather than befog active 
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“Our Daddy 
phones us 
from 
England 
EVERYDAY! 

He says that It’s so much 
cheaper with Oystei.” 




Daddy’s right! Just took at our rates!! 
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news 


Labour plans to outlaw 


* ! 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Gazumping - on the increase 
again as house prices begin to 
rise - would be outlawed under 
a Labour government, the par- 
ty's environment spokesman 
said yesterday. 

Frank Dobson announced 
that sellers who reneged on a 
deal because they had a better 
offer could find themselves fac- 
ing the bill for their original pur- 
chaser’s legal fees, survey costs 
and mortgage arrangement 
expenses. 

Mr Dobson said yesterday 
that there was now evidence of 
increasing house prices bring- 
ing a return to the phenomenon 
which was common during the 
housing boom of the 1980s. 
There should be protection for 
buyers so that they did not 
waste their money and then lose 
the house of their choice, he 
suggested. 

Under Labour’s scheme, 
which is being put out for con- 
sultation, the "‘jilted" party 
would be paid compensation if 
an agreement was broken. This 
would apply even if the pur- 
chaser pulled out because of a 
bad survey Teport or because 
they had found themselves in 
a “chain" which collapsed. 

The party says it is open to 
suggestions as to whether the 
programme should be voluntary 
or whether it should be legally 
binding, though Mr Dobson 
said be tended to think it should 
be statutory. 

It has also yet to decide 


whether each side should be 
asked to lodge a deposit to cov- 
er costs if they should pull out, 
and if so, who should bold it. 

Mr Dobson said the current 
government had no policies to 
help people to cope with neg- 
ative equity, with mortgage ar- 
rears or with repossessions, 
and it was now failing to deal 
with gazu m ping. 

“At the last election, John 
Major promised to make life 
easier for people buying their 
home. But bis record shows be 
has no answer to the problems 
of house buyers, whether house 
prices are rising or falling. 

"The process of buying a 
house is one of the most stress- 
ful things that a family can en- 
counter. So the government 
should try to have in place a sys- 
tem which keeps that stress to 
a minimum, *’ he said. 

A similar scheme was pub- 
lished by the Royal Institute of 
Chartered Surveyors, but It 
added that a seller or buyer who 
pulled out without good reason 
should be subjected to punitive 
fines. These would force them 
to pay interest at 5 per cent 
above base rate on the value of 
the property for the period 
from the deal, being struck 
until It was broken. 

However, a spokesman for 
the institute welcomed 
Labour's plans. “We think that 
anything whicb can improve 
the buying environment is a 
good thing. As everybody 
knows, the house-buying 
process can be extremely 
difficult," he said. 
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Homeless; Paul Salmon outside the house in Chiswick, west London, which he and his wife were about to buy when the chain was broken by a ganmtper Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


When a frothy market bubbles into broken promises 

Sellers who wait for highest bidder can leave others in dire straits 


Jojo Moyes and 

Anna Bennett 

Paul Salmon and his wife Chris 
sold their house in Chiswick, 
west London, “in good faith" to 
help speed a chain. Six months 
later they are living with friends, 
paying £100 a week to keep their 
furniture in storage, and feel 


they have been “pushed out of 
the market" by eazumpere. 

The Salmons had found the 
house they wanted, also in 
Chiswick. The vendor had 
agreed to sell at £250,000, and 
so they sold their own as a sign 
of good faith to help “tidy up the 


chain” after placing it on the 
market last October. 

The chain fingered on into the 
new year, and the price crept up 
by £2,000, but Mr Salman, a 
photographer, was unworried. 
“We couldn’t see how it would 
fall through,” he said. But un- 


beknown to the Sahnom, how- 
ever, the vendors' veiuiots, at the 
top of the chain, received a bid 
£30,000 above the original offer. 

“Our vendors couldn’t afford 
to go the extra £30,000 to match 
the other bid. We couldn’t 
match £25,000 to keep the 
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chain intact as we'd already sold 
our bouse, so the chain col- 
lapsed," Mr Salmon said. 

He is left with the bitter 
knowledge that his own home 
would have risen sharply in 
value in the six months since 
they sold it “And we have 
nowhere to live.” 

According to Alicia Casih- 
gena, senior negotiator at Keith 
Cardale Groves estate agents in 
Behaze Barit, north London, ex- 
periences such as the Salmons’ 
- almost unheard of since the ' 
1980s - have become increas- 
ingly oommon in the past year. 

“People are getting gaz- 
umped here because we have a 
huge influx of foreign buyers, 
around 50. per cent, who arc 
coming in with cash. The local 
buyers are on a budget ... and 
the foreign buyers are potting 
the money on the table. People 
don't care, who they sell to if 
they're getting £10.000-to- 
£20,000 more,” she said. 

She welcomed the possibility 
of compensation for gazumped 
buyers. “You can’t help but 
buildup a rapport with a fam- 
ily and when they get gazumped 
it is upsetting. This proposal 
wouldn’t change the market, but 
it would be a bit of compensa- 
tion," Ms Casingena said. 

The National Association of 
Estate Agents reports that up 
to 50,000 sales last year were af- 


fected by gazumping, about 
5 per cent of all sales. The prob- 
lem is worse in London and in 
the Sonlh-east where 10 per 
cent of sales is affected, but 
increasing levels of gazumping 
are also being reported in 
- Birmingham and Manchester. 

Lindsay Cu thill, a director nf 
Savills in Fulham, said that 
there was “definitely room" for 
some son of legislation, but 
added that vendors were not cite 
only ones at (hull when it came 
to pulling out of sales. 

“When the market is as 
frothy as it is. all sides are out 
for what they can get," he said. 
“Very often purchasers float into 
your office. They think they’ll 
make an offer ... Then they 
have to wait a week while their 
mum comes to look at it. they 
haven’t got their mortgage or- 
ganised. There arc lots of rea- 
sons why the vendor shouldn't 
be completely tied in." 

Fiona McIntosh. 26. was 
gazumped by £10.000 despite 
agreeing that the vendor, a 67- 
year-olo woman, could stay in 
the property until she found a 
new one. Her agreement had 
been verbal, as she had as- 
sumed that the woman would 
stand by her word 

Today, she says, she would 
not make the same mistake. 
“Today's society revolves 
around money, and nothing, 
howeverbig a gesture of good- 
will, is going to change that." 


Crowded jails 
‘ready to blow’ 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Britain's jails are becoming a 
■"powder keg that could blow at 
any time aod place", the prison 
officer’s leader has warned 
after calling for an urgent meet- 
ingwith management. 

David Evans, general secre- 
tary, of the 27,000 strong Prison 
Officers’ Association, has writ- 
; ten to Richard Tilt, director- 
general of the Prison Service, to 
express his concern about the 
security and safety of jails in 
England and Wales, He says the 
crisis has been heightened by a 
dramatic increase in the jail 
population to a record 60,000. 

Mr TDt has agreed to discuss 
the issue next week and has set 
up a special meeting next 
month to examine the problems 
caused by over-crowding. 

Mr Evans wrote to Mr Tilt 
last week on behalf of the 
POAs National Executive Com- 
mittee to express “their anxiety 
and concerns over the increas- 
ing prisoner population. 

“We are seeking an urgent 
meeting with you to discuss this 
issue as it impacts greatly not 
only on the penal estate but on 


the safety and security of every- 
one working within penal in- 
stitutions and indeed, the % 
general public.” 

The committee's warning fol- 
lows the publication of a POA 
report earlier this week which 
claimed security at Broadmoor 
special hospital is at “breaking 
point”. The report was sent to 
Stephen DorrelL the Secretary 
of State for Health. 

The Prison Service is trying 
to gain permission to moor a 
floating jail off Portland, 
Dorset, and convert a former 
Pon tin's holiday camp, near 
Morecambe Elay, Lancashire, g 
into a make-shift prison, to 
ease the crisis. Mr Evans added 
the Prison Service had shed 900 
staff last year: “Now they are 
haying to launch a massive re- 
cruitment programme. That's a 
crazy kind of management." 

He warned there was a grow- 
ing sense of unease in many 
prisons. “It has become a pow- 
der keg that could blow at any 
time and place". 

' A Prison Service spokes- 
woman, said: “The director- 
general has taken the letter 
seriously and has agreed to 
meet and discuss tbc issue." 
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DAILY POEM 


The Two of Them 

By Hugo- von Hofmannsthal (translated by Keith Bosley) 

She b&ethe goblet in her hand- 
Her dm and mouth curved like hs Up: 

So ligand steady was her gait 
The goblet did not even drip. 

So light and steadfast was his hand : 


And with a careless gesture he 
Mastered it till it trembling stood 

But when he was about to take 
The same light goblet from her hand 
It was too hea\y for than both 
The two of them began to quake, 

TUI hand by hand could not be found 
And darkwine spilt upon the ground. 

This poem appears in Eve Blossom Has Wheels: German love 
poetry, selected and translated by Keith Bosley (Libra. £1 0 95 ) 
which mefades lyrics that range in date from Wolfram von 
Eschehbach in the 13th century to Erich K&stncr in the 20th. 
Tne^ notes also refer to songs taken from the poems: “The Two 
Them", for instance, was set ty Arnold Schoenberg in I 899 . 
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Welcome to the new Midland Bank 

You’ll notice that we’re, introducing a smart new corporate identity. But the changes at Midland 
are more than superficial. We’ve taken a series of steps to ensure our customers 
receive the highest possible level of service. Please take the time to look around: 


\i i 

Hi 


& 


New Corporate Identity — — 

The old 'Griffin' is being replaced by the 
new ‘hexagon* symbol, recognising our. membership 
of the HSBC Group, one of the world’s largest 
banking and financial services organisations. 


Eventually the new symbol will appear on everything 
from our stationery to your cheque books 


Experienced Managers 
have been put bade into branches where 
our customers need them most. Now 
loan decisions can be made on the spot 
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New Products 


like the highly-acclaimed Midland 


Bank Account which has a no-fee 


overdraft and £50 buffer zone. 
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New Cash Machines 
have been added to our network. 
Our card holders now have access 
to 12,500 cash machines in the 
UK and over 285,000 worldwide. 
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New Intenors 


AW our branches have been refurbished, making 


them more modem, comfortable and, we hope. 


more attractive environments. 


Financial Planning Managers 
Our team of professionally-qualified Financial Planning 
Managers can offer expert finandal advice across our full range 
of home finance, life assurance and investment products. 
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Putting Customers First ' 

and as a result our customer satisfaction 
is at an all-time high. 


Better Trained People 

In the last year all our 45,000 staff have 
undergone a comprehensive training programme 
to Improve their customer service skills. 
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Member HSBC Group 


M dlahd Bank pic is regulated by the Personal investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, pensions and. unit trusts. Our credit facilities are subject to status. Full written details about our products and services are available from any Midland Branch or telephone QMS 180 180. 
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MoD braced as 
judges outlaw 
courts martial 


Patricia 'Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The Ministry of Defence faces 
multiple claims for compensa- 
tion after the European Court 
of Human Rights declared yes- 
terday that Britain’s courts mar- 
tial system violated the right to 
a fair trial. 

The Strasbourg judges unan- 
imously ruled in favour of a 
Rilklands veteran, Alex Findlay, 
36, who held colleagues hostage 
at gunpoint when suffering 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

The court martial which end- 
ed his Army career breached 
Article 6 of the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights, 
which guarantees a. fair hearing 
by an independent tribunal. 

Mr Findlay, originally from 


Kilmarnock and new living in 
Windsor, was a sergeant in the 
Scots Guards. He went berserk 
during a tour of duty in North- 
ern Ireland in 1990, holding 
members of his unit at gu n po int 
and threatening to kill himself! 
He fired two shots into a tele- 
vision before giving himself up. 

It was subsequently discov- 
ered that he was suffering from 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
following his experiences in the 
1982 Falklands War, where he 
witnessed the deaths and mu- 
tilation of several friends. 

In what must be one of the 
speediest implementations of a 
Strasbourg ruling, the MoD 
has taken steps to rectify courts 
martial in provisions in the 
1996 Armed Forces Act which 
comes into force on 1 ApriL 


Discipline in the ranks 


Courts martial ware designed 
frn circumstances quite 
different from dvt&arr criminal 
law. Going into battle is an 
unnatural and terrifying - 
business and mi&tary 
discipline is designed to 
ensure that the fear of failure 
or punishment is greater than 
tear of toe .enemy, 

Until the 19th century, 
commanders could Impose 
severe puni shments , . . . 
including flogging and death 
arbitrarily. Therefore, trial by 
court martial has traditionally 
been linked with the chain of . 
command, rather than 
functioning as a separate • 
judicial process. The strictest 
code of all was hi the Navy,' 
where ships' captains had . 
absolute power even greater 
than that of their counterparts 
in the Army and, later, RAF, 
Traditionally, even minor .> 
infractions of discipline coqdd 
result in a court martial, 
although to the British Armed 
Forces nowadays minor g ' " 
Infringements are usuaHw- 
dealt with.by acommarrtBhg 
officer - a commander Ipthe 
Navy, a Beutenant-cofoj 
the Army or wing- 
rri the RAF. Where 
punishment likely to be 
awarded is above a certain 
degree of severity, the CO 


asksthe accused whether he' 
wtehe&lD accept his award or 
elect for teat-fry court martial: 
In more serious cases; - 
such as thetourder of a 
Danish toa- gulde by British 
soWierato Cyprus, cMt£' • T 
criminal cbprts take charge* 
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But a series of other cases 
arising from the existing system 
- effectively trial by superior of- 
ficer rather than independent 
adjudicator — are coming up 

The judges pointed out that 
a ‘"convening officer”, a Major- 
General, had taken the decision 
to charge Mr Findlay, and was 
responsible for appointing the 
prosecuting officer and mem- 
bers of die court martial, all of 
whom were officers of lower 
rank and serving in units 
commanded by him. 

Once Mr Findlay had been 
sentenced to two years' im- 
prisonment, demoted and then 
dismissed, his appeal went to a 
“confirming officer" — the same 
Major-GeneraL 

The judges said many of the 
members of the court martial, 
ioduding the president, were di- 
rectly or ultimately under his 
chain of command. “Further- 
more, he also acted as con- 
firming officer. The decision of 
the court martial was not ef- 
fective until ratified by him and 
he had the power to vary the 
sentence it had imposed. This 
was contrary to the well-estab- 
lished principle that a tribunal 
should have the power to make 
a binding decision, which could 
not be altered by a non-jodidal 
authority.” 

Mr Findlay said: “I felt let 
down. I know I committed of- 
fences and I realise I had to be 
punished, but basically what 
happened was the medical re- 
ports gave a reason why I was 
ra there, but that wasn’t taken 
into consideration.” 

The court declined to award 
him compensation because they 
could not speculate cm what the 
outcome of the court martial 
would have been had there 
been no violation. Mr Findlay 
had claimed more than 
£440,000 in lost wages and army 
pension rights. But the judges 
awarded him costs of £24,000. 
■ The Court of Human Rights 
yesterday rejected a claim by 
David Gregory, 30, from Man- 
chester, who is black and alleged 
a judge had wrongly failed to 
discharge a jury which had 
showed racial bias. 
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Small fry; Children tucking in to a school meal yesterday at Argyle Primary School, King's Cross, London 

Healthy school dinners - chips with every 
serving as long as they’re not crinkle-cut 


£v 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Children’s favourite school din- 
ner - chips - may stay on the 
menu but they should be thick 
or oven-cooked, according to 
the first government guidelines 
on school meals for 17 years. 
They should also be straight 
rather than crinlde-cut; because 
straight chips absorb less fat 

Hamburgers should be more 
bun and less burger. And m 
spaghetti bolognese the 
spaghetti should far exceed the 
bolognese. 

The guidelines, produced af- 
ter a series of alarming reports 
about the unhealthy state of 


children's diets, were immedi- 
ately condemned by unions, 
because they are voluntary. 

Legislation removed nutri- 
tional standards - for school 
meals in 1980. The new guide- 
lines emphasise that healthy 
school meals are possible even 
on a tight budget 
Schools should offer plenty of 
cereals, bread and potatoes 
(mashed and jacket as well as 
chips.) Vegetables should be 
lightly steamed and beans and 
pulses should be added to meaL 
Fat should account for no 
more than 35 per cent of the 
food energy in sdiool meals and 
sugars no more than 11 percent 
Carbohydrates should account 


for at least 11 per cent. Cheryl 
Golan, the schools minister, 
announced the changes during 
a visit to Aigyie Primary Sdiool, 
King’s Cross. London, which 
has a healthy-eating polity run 
by pupils on a school council. 

Mrs Gill an tucked in to a 
plate of lasagne, potato, sweet- 
corn and peas after tinning 
down a fishcake. She sai± “It 
is a tact of life that many chil- 
dren enjoy chips. School food 
has improved by leaps and 
bounds in recent years. Greasy 
chips and so ggy vegetables 
should be a thing of the past. 
With the help of this guidance, 
I want to see sdiool food get 
even better.” 


Since 1988 all schools have 
been obliged to put school 
meals out to competitive tender. 
Ben Priestley, assistant nation- 
al officer for Unison, the pub- 
lic service union, said: “Without 
the necessary backing under leg- 
islation, the guidelines, howev- 
er good, can still be ignored by 
school-meals providers, partic- 
ularly those private contrac- 
tors motivated by profit.” 

He said the nutritional stan- 
dards of the 4 milli on school 
meals served dally varied great- 
ly across the country. 

The Department for Educa- 
tion said they were not making 
the guidelines compulsory be- 
cause they wanted to avoid 


putting unnecessary burdens 
on schools. It was not for the 
Government to dictate the 
content of school dinners. 

Labour called for nutrition- 
al guidelines for school meals 
last summer. 

■ Research shows children .have 
more creativity and stamina if 
they have a good breakfast. 
They : make fewer mistakes in 
tests and work taster. 

The paper, which is by David 
Wyon, of the National Institute 
for Occupational Health in 
Copenhagen, is based on a 
study of 200 10-year-olds and 
was published in the Interna- 
tional Journal of Food Science 
and Nutrition. 




Are you missing out 

on tax free savings ' 1 " 


Tax free growth 

TTie FT-SE 100 Share Index has grown 67V f in the five years to December 
1996. So a tax free savings opportunity that tracks the FT-SE 100 Share 
Index ie. the shares of the UK's top 100 companies, can be an interesting 
option for medum and long term savers:- 

The Guardian Direct Top 100 tracker PEP 

Lower risk with good potential 

The Guardian Direct Top 1 00 tracker PEP reduces same of die risks 
associated with share ownership and ncreases the potential for good 
growth - and returns are free from income and capital gams tax. 

Lower charges 

The annual fund management charge is onty IS of the value of your 
investment. No opening charge, no exit charge and no commission charges. 

Low minimum investment 

Start a PEP with just £30 a month or £1,000 lump sum, and invest up to 
£6.000 tax free each year. Invest the easy way • well said you all the detais. 

With the UK’s top 100 companies 

The FT-SE 100 Share Index means the largest UK companies quoted an the 
Stock Exchange - which includes many household names that you will 
recognise. 

A flexible investment 

And although a PEP is a medium to long term investment, unike many tax 

free savings schemes, we never lock your money away • you can get it if you 
need it, rath no eat penalty. 


The tax year endi 5 April - act now to claim your tax free PEP allowance 

Pei; -Aar acexov-.o-, -c-;t bo rtr.Mi.e-; pv 23 : sz7<w* 


* Space; Mcrapal 

Past performance is not necessarfy a guide to the future. The value of 
investments and the income from them can go down as wel as up. 

we are open Mon-Fri 8am-9pm Sat-Sun 10am-4pm 







Growth of FTSE 100 Share fedex against a typical Buiking Society Account, 

£2500 nMnaan i nwi t i i w i ifc Sourer Weropal 13J2.96. Offer to offer prices. 
Gross Rcta wst awn t based far UK Starting, eafeutetion: tump sum (£fi000|. 


PEP up your savings 

call free fo r an application 
torn and in’ormaiion pack 

-.-I!, C" 71 -" 

28 2 8 20 


m Guardian 

— Direct 


The information reflects our wderstaiduig of axrent legislation 
and tax regUations which are both subject to change. 

The Guarder Direct Top 100 tracker PEP is a unit tost investment 
so the value of the units and income from them can go down as 
wel as up. On the encashment of the units you may receive back 
less than you invested. In (he evert of the income from the trust 
being insufficient to meet foe annual find manager's fee and other 
alowable expenses, foen the manager reserves foe ritfit to be 
remunerated from foe captol value of the trust Tax legidrtnn may 
change in foe fate e. The value of any tax relief departs upon foe 
financial rircunstances of the investor. 
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! HERE'S ONLY ONE PLACE YOU'LL NOTICE A DIFFERENCE 
Between Our Memory And The System Manufacturer's 



It's a little-known feet. Kingston* memory has exactly the 
same component!, technology, and specifications as the 
lending workstation manufacturer's 
memory. Tec u costs up to 50% less. Maybe 
that's why mure and more computing 
professional* are choosing Kingston, the 
memory specialists. After all, Kingston b the 
woekTs lending, manufacture at memory. Qir engmeere abtomae die 
design ot each module according to the specifications set by worfestsrion 



tWaoure*. In fed. Kingston h* licensing agieemcms with Sun 
anJ Silicon Graphic** pha service agreement with DEC* 
" anJ IBM? And Just to prove haw confident «v nrc 

in «ir memory, wc give ,r n lifetime warranty 
. To find out the tuple of a Kingston* 
value-aided reseller all Kingwoo Techmd. w 
« 0800 OOfl 006. Y.„H find thai lW tnctrs.rv 

~ “ Kingston 


In every way, except one: the price. 
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Unions to 
join ranks 
of private 
utilities 


Barrie dement ■ 

Labour Editor 

Union leaders are today 
expected to make a historic 
break with their socialist past 
and endorse the creation of a 
TUC-backed business to supply 
union members with cut- price 
gas and electricity. 

According to confidential 
documents, the company - pro- 
visionally called TUCPower - 
would be 75 per cent owned by 
unions and 25 per cent by fi- 
nancial investors and would 
seek to take advantage of the 
deregulation of the energy 
supply market next year. 

The idea would be to supply 
energy providers with the names 
and addresses of any of the sev- 
en million union raembeis who 
declared an interest in joining the 
scheme. Under the plan, house- 
holders would get cheap power 
and unions would be paid half 
the profits made through fees 
charged by TUCPower. 

A venture of this kind rep- 
resents a sea-change in the at- 
titude of unions, which have 
traditionally steered clear of en- 
gaging in capitalist enterprises, 
but it will receive a warm wel- 
come fronj Labour leaders. 

Left-wingers on the TUC's 
ruling general council, which is 
due to back the plan in princi- 
ple today, will argue that the 
venture sits uneasily with the 
movement's opposition to 
privatisation and deregulation. 

But the officer corps at the 
left-led unions Unison and the 
T&G general union, together 
with the G MB general union 
and the engineering union, 
have identified no serious prac- 
tical difficulties. Criticism may 
yet emerge from lay activists. 

Tony Cooper, general secre- 
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taiy of the Engineers' and Man- 
agers' Association, who first 
floated the idea, says that if the 
company could capture just 1 
per cent of the market, turnover 
would amount to £147 ul 

Id a letter to John Monks, 
TUC leader, Mr Cooper says 
that the seven million trade 
unionists together with their 
families represent between a 
third and a half of Lhc country's 
21 million households. 

An internal TUC memoran- 
dum argues that potentially 
unions have considerable bar- 
gaining power to negotiate 
discounts with power providers. 

Mr Cooper says union mem- 
bers are “low risk, valuable 
customers” because by defini- 
tion they are in employment. If 
a substantial return was made 
cash could be used to help un- 
employed members buy energy. 

“We have here potentially a 
way to give all members a good 
deal on energy purchase; ensure 
that the unionised companies in 
generation and the coal indus- 
try have access to the key mar- 
ket so preserving members' 
jobs; make a substantial amount 
of cash for the movement and 
at least get something out of yet 
another difficult change rather 
than getting stuffed by h as busi- 
ness passes to assorted 
foreigners, non-unionised gen- 
erators and the likes of Group 
4. It will cost us nothing.” 

TUC officials propose that 
some of the surplus could be 
used to provide some har dshi p 
payments to trade unionists 
who ran into temporary diffi- 
culties in meeting energy bills. 
Initial start-up funding is in- 
tended to come from private fi- 
nanciers, who would be 
required to proride between 
£500,000 and £lm. 
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New 
York hip 
meets 
London 
street 
style 

Melan ie Rickey 

People Corporation, the 
London-based fashion label 
with a French designer and 
Italian manufacturers, had an 
American star yesterday. 

Chloe Sevigny, the star of Kids 
and the current hit 7h?es 
Lounge, took parkin the show 
which was held in a dark 
dingy basement club in 
Hotoorn, central London. 


news 

Grouse 
to have 







• f . : 


Hotoorn, central London. 

When Kids came out 
Sevigny was hailed as an “It” 
girl and proceeded to appear 
in advertising nunpaiwis for 
the Miu Miu label by'Mhiccia 
Prada and in every British 
style magazine worth its salt 
But the actress found the tag 
wearisome. “I’ve always been 
seen as this really hip girl, but 
Pm not, Fm just a regular girl 
from New York." 

People Corporation is the 
brainchild of Roland Mouret 
who started the label in 
October 1995 out of a need 
for the British to have 
designer street style they could 
actually afford, and is inspired 
by the caf d/bar he runs in 
London's Soho, Freedom. 

When the first model 
appeared carrying a can of 
lager and smoking a cigarette 
the tone was set. These were 
clothes for both sexes to party 
the night away in. 

The big trends for next 
winter are asymmetric 
hemmed dresses, one- 
shoulder tops suspended 
on tiny beaded string straps, 
drape front tops, fr ing in g and 
ruched skirts. The look was 
almost kitsch cowgirl meets 
urban dubgoer with a slightly 
Gothic influence. Men 
appeared In Alexander 
McQueen-influenced cord 
“bumster* style trousers that 
looked dose to revealing a lot 

Gothic chic: Model in People Corporation style Photograph: Ben Owes more than “deavage^ 
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It look: The American actress Chloe. Sevigny 
modelling at London Fashion Week yesterday 


Twelfth 


fficholas Schoon ... 

Environment C or respondent 

Grouse shnnlers an: tn be 
banned from one of Britain's 
most famous beauty spots. 
Ilkloy Moor. Bradford City 
Cnuncil. which owns six square 
miles of the upland heath, 
decided yesterday that there 
would be no Glorious Twelfth 
there this August or on nn> 
future one. 

The Labour-contained coun- 
cil has decided to withdraw its 
licence from a local shooting 
syndicate so the public caw 
roam there throughout Ihe peak 
holiday 1 month. Umii n»iw. ram- 
blers have been banned during 
the six to - K> days of the 
shooting season. 

Jack Wormersley. duurnt.m 
- of the sub-commitiee which 
took the decision, said: "We'd 
rather eveiyonc had the chance 
to look at all of the wildlife, in- 
cluding the grouse, at that iiinc 
of year instead of just the sh-v-,;. 
ers killing them." 

He said Ilklcy Moor. l.OfiOt! 
up and eighL miles from centra! 
Radford, would continue to !>„■ 
carefully managed to encourage 
heather gniwih and wildlife, in- 
cluding grouse and the birds ■ >‘, 
prey which hunt them. .The 
moors would be closed for sev- 
eral weeks each year during the 
most important nesting periods. 

Bradford will lose the IN.fHBi 
a year which the shooters pay 
for their licence. But Mr 
WnrmcrsJeysaid the enunefi hud 
already succeeded in winning 
larger grants from the Nation- 
al Lottery and the European 
Union for its management of 
the moor. 

Ilklcy Moor has been coun- 
cil owned for 10U years, it us-,} 
to attract hordes of summer pie- 
nickers, many of them coming 
in the summer by special trains. 
Numbers fell with the rise u! the 
car, but now a new generation 
of ramblers wants to roam the 
upland moors as widely and as 
often as possible. Much of the 
surrounding heather is privalelv 
owned and grouse shooting will 
continue there. 



and get tina turner, 

(or diana ross, or nina simone, or...) 
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Connect to One 2 One before March 
31 sl 1997, and not only do you become 
part of a service that covers 809b of 
t h v G B population offering a variety 
of attractive price plans with free 
voice m ail answering s e r v i c e a n d 
m e s s a <j e retrieval, you also have t h e 
chance to choose five free CDs from 
190 on offer. Well that's one mobile, 
phone offer that’s worth listening to. 
Terms do apply. 

one 2 one 

0500 500 121 
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Zairean rebels 
win hearts, 
minds and land 


Davkl Orr 

Goma- • 


in retreat: Student protesters flee as police fire tear gas into a university campus in Seoul, South Korea, yesterday 


Photograph: Reuter 


Kim atones for the sins of his son 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 


The entire South Korean cabinet is set 
to resign in the next few days, after the 
president, Kim Young Sam, yesterday 
delivered a dramatic apology on national 
television and announced the political 
banishment of his second son. 

In a live broadcast from the presi- 
dential ‘'Blue House” in Seoul, Mr 
Kim apologised for an unpopular la bom- 
law which provoked nation-wide strikes 
last month and for the involvement of 
some of his dosest aides in a scandal over 
loans to the bankrupt Hanbo Steel 
Corporation. 

‘'What troubles and embarrasses me 
all the more is the feet that the name of 
one of my sons has been mentioned in 
connection with the impending Hanbo 
case,” the president said. “Like all 
fathers, it is my belief that the fault of 
my son is attributable to me as his 
father... 1 will see to it that my son sus- 
pends aji social activities, behaves 


himself and stays away from me.” The 
government news agency, Yonhap. re- 
ported that 38-year old Kim Hyun ChuL, 
the president’s second son, will resign 
from his official posts and go abroad on 
his father's instructions. 

Government officials in Seoul told 
journalists last night that Mr Kim's 
cabinet would soon resign in advance of 
a reshuffle. “I stand before you with a . 
sense of agony and sadness.” the pres- 
ident said. “Even some of those who 
worked closely wiih me turned out to be 
involved in the irregularities and cor- 
ruption ... With humility, I am willing 
to accept whatever reproach and criti- 
cism you make.” 

After his election in 1993. as the first 
democratically-elected dvflian leader of 
Korea, Mr Kim enjoyed popularity rat- 
ings of more than SO per cent: even last 
year his New Korea Party won unex- 
pected success in parliamentary elec- 
tions. He was praised internationally for 
personally instigating the prosecution 
and imprisonment of his two immedi- 


ate predecessors, die former generals 
Chun Doo Hwan and Roh fee Woo, on 
charges of corruption and treason. 

Today, with exactly one year of bis 
term remaining, opinion polls give him 
an approval rating as low as 10 percent. 
Korea's economy is faltering, its unions 
are up in arms, and the president is po- 
litically crippled, with a very hazardous 
and uncertain retirement to look forward 
to. "I will work with all my might, with 
the idea that I am today inaugurating a 
one-year term as president,” he said. 

Union leaders threatened yesterday 
to resume last month's nation-wide 
strikes unless the National Assembly re- 
peals a controversial new labour law 
which limits workers' freedom to form 
unions. But the labour dispute has been 
edipsed by the Hanbo scandal, which has 
already brought about the resignation 
and indictment of one cabinet minister. 

Hanbo Steel went bust at the end of 
January, leaving 5.000bn won (£3.7bn) 
of unsecured debts. A subsequent 
investigation revealed that leading 


bankers andMPs took bribes in return 
for arranging the loans, including one 
of Mr Kim’s longest-standing advisers. 

It is a testament to the president’s 
drastic loss of prestige that public anger 
•over the Hanbo scandal has compro- 
mised the reputation of his son. Diplo- 
mats and analysts in Seoul tend to take 
at face value Mr Kim’s insistence that, 
during his term of office at least, he has 
steered dear of the influence-peddling 
which was so prevalent among his pre- 
decessors. But, as numerous corruption 
scandals have demonstrated, IQkat funds 
are frequently ch annelled through Close 
aides or relatives. 

■ Seoul — A North Korea defector to 
South Korea who was shot by two gun- 
men 10 days ago died yesterday in a hos- 
pital near Seoul, Reuter reports. 

The defector Li D-nam, a relative of 
Pyongyang leader Kim Jong-Q’s ex- 
wife, had been in a critical condition af- 
ter being shot on IS February by gunmen 
suspected to be North Korean agents. 
He had remained in a coma until he died. 


The writing is on the waO: De- 
mocratic Republic of Congo. 
The name of Africa’s latest 
breakaway republic, newly 
painted above the entrance to 
the Zaire Express airline office, 
stands out in contrast to Goma's 
other crumbfing tirades. - 
Inside the building, occu- 
pied by the new regime’s In- 
formation Minister, are two 
maps. Neither reveals the real- 
ity erf life in this eastern Zaire- 
an town since it was captured 
by rebels nearly four months 
ago. The world map shows 
Goma as just another mark on 
the unified expanse of green 
which is Zaire. The other map, 
of the airline’s internal routes, 
has not been altered since the 
. Kinshasa, severed its 

; with Goma soon after the 

hunch of the rebel offensive last 
October. 

'Sin ce then, the Alliance of 
Democratic Forces for the Lib- 
eration of Congo-Zaire 
(ADFL) has occupied a huge 
swathe of territory in eastern 
Zaire. Led by the former Marx- 
ist Lament Kabila, the rebels 
have driven the demoralised 
Zairean army (FAZ) before 
them, taking town after town 
with apparent ease. 

Their rapid progress is caus- 
ing growing alarm in far-off 
Kinshasa, The Zairean gov- 
ernment bowed to internation- 


al pressure to engage in South 
Amcau-sponsored talks about 
the crisis last week. But it has 
ruled out the possibility of any 
dealing with the rebels. 

Mr Kabila arrived in South 
Africa yesterday and was 
whisked away for what rebel 

sources said were secret talks on 

a solution to the Zaire civil war. 

The rebels have said they will 
settle for nothing short of the 
resignation of the ailing Zaire- 
an president, Mobutu Sese 

Seko- , „ „ 

“We’re serious about talks, 
says ADFL Information Min- 
ister Raphael Ghenda. “But if 
our conditions are not met, 
well continue fighting, all the 
wa y to Kinshasa if necessary. 
We're nearly there already." 

Mr Ghenda’s claim is an 
unashamed exaggeration but 
there are many who believe the 
rebels could reach the capital if 
they continue to advance at 
their current rate. Already, they 
are dose to Kisangani, Zaire's 
third- largest city and a strategic 
location for control of the coun- 
try’s interior. The Zairean de- 
fence ministry said Kalima. a 
small mining town about 180 
miles south of Kisangani, came 
under rebel control at the week- 
end. A spokesman for the rebels 
said they were moving from 
Kalima south to Kindu to try to 
capture one of two government 
airports in eastern Zaire. 

“At the moment we have 10 
minion people under our con- 



troL" says MrGhendl who has 
come back from exile in Bu- 
cium to serve the new regime. 
“The current government is 
corrupt- We want to change 
■ that. I believe most of the pop- 
ulation is with us. 

Though it is impossible to as- 
sess their popularity nation- 
wide, the rebels seem to have 
been welcomed in most areas 
tbev hold. This » oof so 
prising: Zaire’s politician* .and 
in particular its president, have 
fordecades been synonymous 
with corruption and greed., Un- 
paid. the army has devoted itself 
to pillage and extortion. The 
rebels, by contrast, appear dis- 
ciplined and committed to re- 
form. “People are happy here at 
the moment ” says one foreign 
aid worker in Goma. “We deal 
with a rebel committee which 
protects us from the lower ranks 
of the civil service who still try 
to get money out of us. So far, 
we’ve bad little reason to com- 
plain." 

What last October started out 
as a self-defence campaign 
among eastern Zaire’s Tutsi 
community is now a liberation 
movement with nationalist as- 
pirations. As they push into the 
interior the rebels gain new re- 
cruits, some of them defectors 
from the FAZ. Nevertheless, the 
core of the rebel force contin- 
ues to be seen as largely Tutsi. 

Much of the insurgents' pop- 
ularity will depend on their abil- 
ity to reorganise the economy. 
Already, interim political struc- 
tures nave been established 
and administrators appointed. 
In Goma there is once again 
electricity and running water. 

Government threats to con- 
tinue and intensity air bom- 
bardments which began lost 
week are unlikely to have little 
effect on the rebel advance. The 
inhabitants of Bukavu and the 
other affected towns have not 
responded to government ex- 
hortations to leave rebel terri- 
tory. By targeting dvflian areas. 
Kinshasa is certain to further 
alienate the populace and in- 
crease sympathy for the insur- 
gents' cause. 
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Le Pen tortured Arab 
prisoners in Algeria 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, founder and leader of the far-right 
Front National, tortured Arab prisoners daring the 
Franco-Algerian war. The appeal court in Rouen 
yesterday quashed £1,100 in damages imposed in 1993 on 
the former Socialist Prime Minister, Michel Rocard, for 
calling Mr Le Pen a torturer in a television interview. 
There was, the appeal court decided, considerable 1 
evidence that Mr Le Pen had tortured Arab prisoners 
while serving in the paratroops during the Algerian war of 
independence. It cited evidence given on oath tty 
“numerous witnesses and victims”. It also cited MrLe Pen 
himself, who bad admitted and justified using torture on 
several occasions. John Lichfield - Paris 

Banana gay rape inquiry 

Police in Zimbabwe said yesterday they would investigate 
sodomy charges against former President Canaan Banana, 
and a lawyer for a policeman allegedly raped by . the 
politician demanded a c riminal tnaL 
Police Commissioner Augustine Ouhuri said he 
ordered an urgent investigation into a three-year 
homosexual liaison forced on policeman Jefta Dube, 36, 
by Mr Banana, 60, a political ally of President Robert 
Mugabe. Byron Hove, Mr Dube’s lawyer, said evidence in . 
(he High Court on Monday showed Mr Banana used his 
power as head of state to coerce Mr Dube into 
homosexual acts between 1983 and 1986. AP - Harare 

Soldiers kill Palestinian 

Israelis soldiers killed a Palestinian and wounded three 
others in a clash in a West. Bank village near Jerusalem 
yesterday, the army said. 

An army spokesman said the soldiers were attacked by 
Palestinian residents of the Hizmeh village during 
operational activity. 

Tbe force responded with fire killing one Palestinian, 
wounding one moderately to severely and wounding two 
others lightly,” the spokesman said. Reuters - Jerusalem 

Kosovo police brutality 

An ethnic Albanian was tortured before he died in police 
custody in Serbia's troubled Kosovo province, a European . 
Parliament delegation said yesterday after seeing his body. 
“We have seen thp tortured boy who died. Don't forget that 
there is torture in your country and it cannot be accepted,” 
said Doris Pack, a German member of the European 
People's Party. “We have seen the body of this tortured 
young man. His fingers, nails and ear were injured. IBs legs 
were completely smashed and his feet were blue and 
green,” she told German radio later. Reuters - Belgrade 

Shock at student's death 

Western embassies, human rights activists and Kenya's 
opposition hit out at a student leader’s killing but police 
said they were not treating it as a murder. 

“We've been following the [Solomon] Muruli case very 
carefully. We are deeply shocked by his violent death and 
we expea that his death will be the subject of a speedy 
and thorough investigation,” a senior official at the British 
High Commission said. The charred body of the 23-year- 
old student was found on Sunday in his room at a Na irobi 
University hostel. Witnesses heard an explosion shortly 
beJore - Reuters -Nairobi 
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SA dogs of war sent to 
train Papuan military 


Reach for the sky: The Hawk combat trainer, one of the most successful pieces of equipment produced by 
Britain s defence Industry, now the world's second-largest Photograph: Austin J Brown Aviation Picture Library 


A South African company ac- 
cused of providing mercenaries 
to regional governments said yes- 
terday that it would help train 
Papua New Guinea's military. 

A statement bom Executive 
Outcomes, the Pretoria-based 
company that employs former 
members of the South African 
military, said it was sub-con- 
tracted by Sandlin e interna- 
tional of die United Kingdom 
to proride aircraft, equipment 
ana specialised training to 
Papua New Guinea forces. 

In its statement. Executive 
Outcomes adtnowledged the 
training it would provide was 
part of a government strategy 
“to reach a lasting solution to 
the crisis in Bougainville". 

Executive Outcomes has pre- 
viously provided mililaiy ad- 
visers and security forces in 
Angola and Sierra Leone. 
While the company denies that 


it sends mercenaries, its people 
on the ground have been known 
to take pan in fighting. 

“They an: out here tD build up 
the capabilities of our defence 
force," said Sir Julius Chan, the 
Papuan Prime Minister, adding 
that the decision to use merce- 
naries was taken IS months 
ago. “They would be taken in 
only as an advisory team, but we 
would not use them in the front- 
line. We are no fools. We are a 
government, and no govern- 
ment would allow their citizens 
to be killed by’ foreigners." 

The Australian Prime Min- 
ister, John Howard, said yes- 
terday that he thinks “a 
mercenary strike” is planned 
against the Bougainville rebels. 
Rebels have been fighting a 
guerrilla war since 1988 on 
Bougainville, a copper-rich 
island SOU miles north-east of 
the capital or Port Moresby. 

Mr Howard told a meeting of 
MPs that he became aware 


last week of a plan to use mer- 
cenaries in the nine-year-old 
am fiiel on Bougainville. “He 
[Mr Howard | said ii\ obvious- 
ly a very serious situation." a 
government spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, hospitals in 
northern Australia "were put 
on alen for casualties from any 
increase in the fighting oh 
Bougainville island ftipua~New 
Guinea is Australia's closest 
neighbour. Sir Julius said on 
Monday that the option of us- 
ing non -government soldiers 10 
help train his military hud been 
canvassed in a defence paper 
drawn up in consultation with 
Australia. Bui Alexander 
Downer. the Australian Rireign 
Minister, rejected this claim. 

“Australia was not advised by 
PNG of its intention to hire mer- 
cenary forces," he told parlia- 
ment. “The Department uf 
Defence has not suggested at am’ 
stage that mercenaries have a 
role to play in PNG's security.” 


A bi-partisan 1 motion lodged 
. in the Australian parliament 
yesterday condemned the mer- 
cenary plan. The motion, to be 
debated next month, urged 
Australia to warn Papua New 
Guinea that the use of merce- 
naries would “prejudice our 
bilateral relationship". 

■ Sydney — Amnesty Interna- 
tional said that Papua New 
Guinea's defence force should 
he held accountable for more 
than 40 deaths and “disap- 
pearances" last year on 
Bougainville. Reuter reports. 

The report claimed the 
Papua New Guinea Defence 
Force {PNGDFl and the pura- 
mih'(ary Resistance Forces were 
responsible for 44 “unlawful or 
indiscriminate killings or 'dis- 
appearances',” last year. 
Amnesty aka condemned ’whai 
it described as “deliberate and 
arbitrary" kplings hv the BRA 
and called on the' rebels to 
slop holding hostages. 
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Britain's defence exporters 
achieved arecord last year, 
capturing a quarter of the £20bn 
world market for arms, de- 
fence equipment and services, 

The ^^m^iton earmsltem 
defence is almost as much as it 
derives from finandal services. 

As the global market for de- 
fence equipment and services 
decreases, Britain is netting an 
increasing share. 

The £5.1bn of business 
achieved by British companies 
represents 25 per cent of the 
. wqridtnaiket, cpuiparedwithl9 
per cent in 1995,-1$ per cen t in ' 
1994 and 20 per cent in 4.993, 
and putting Britambadc as the 
world’s second-largest defence 
' exporter after the US. 

Defence exports are there- 
fore cdenonxwushnpartanjce to 
Britain. The MoD said tbeycon- 
' tribute to the maintenance of 
350,000 jobs in the industry. 

Ip addition to the jobs, the re- 
lationship® connected with mil- 
itary supph'es enable British to 
punch above its weight in for- 
eign diplomacy, and maintain 
special relationships in certain 
.areas, particularly' the Middle 
East, in the view of the.Gov- 
eminent. Next month Britain 
will be heavily represented at a 
bigarnsfairin Abu Dhabi, to 
be attended by James Arbuth- 
not, the Minster for Defence 
-rPtOCurefbent. 

Last year two deals alone. 
'fterewbrthJtlta. In November, 
British Aerospace tfida£500m 
deal to sell 40 Hawk combat 
-tiai^-amxaft, plus simula- 
tors an d 1 a25-year support con- 
tract. In the same month, in 
another £5Q0m deaL Qatar 
agreed to buy GKN Piranha 
armoured troop carriers, Short 
- Starburst surface-to-air mis- 
siles, small warships from Vos- 
per lhoraycroft, and about a 
dozen Hawk aircraft. The Hawk 
has been outstandingly suc- 
cessful, and has been sold to 33 
countries. • " 

Arms exports are the re- 
spansfinliiy of the Defence Ex- 
port Services Organisation, 
headed by Charles Masefield. It 
was established in -1966 follow- 
ing a report by. Sir Don aid. lat- 
er Lord, Stokes, to co-ordinate 
the activities of British defence 
companies. Lord Stokes rec- 
ommended that a closely knit 
organisation :be established to 
-handle British arms sales and 
help British firms to secure 
oveiseas sales.- He also rec- 

' omroended that future overseas 
market considerations be tak- 
ea iiflp .account when buying 
.QEwfinti^ defend equfoment, 
spm^^njj wtiich has become 
itant since the 


British firms are 
back at their 
..destructive 
best, writes 

Chris Bellamy 

end of . the Cold 'War. The world 
defence export market has 
halved in size since the end of 
die Cold war, but is still huge. 

. At £2£&n a year, it is Muiv- 
alentro the tbtal anx>umofa)Hi 
and notes in circulation in 
Britain., "i. • ■ , - 
- It is difficult to.s^arate the 
maik&fiOTmililaty.^^ 
from services, as the two nsu- 
afiyjso togethermpadcagescoBi- 
sistrng - hot oxiljr or jets, ; 
corvettes or tanks, but of sup- ! 
port, training and simulators. 
However, 'figures from the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute and the US 
Arms Control* and Disarma- j 
ment Agency indicate that aims 
themselves make up about two- 
thirds of the total - $23bn 
(£I43bn) in 1995 1 Of the £5.1 
bn exported by British compa- 
nies last year, two4hirds^ was re- 
lated to aircraft and the rest to 
land and sea systems. 

However, the growing im- 
portance of simulators and 
computer systems mean there 
are increasing opportunities 
for sales in that area, too, not 
directly connected with specif- 
ic weapons systems. 

Developed nations account 
for more than 90 per cent of 
world arms exports. The Sovi- 
et Union was the second-largest 
exporter until its break-up in 
1991, when Britain moved into 


by Russia, it returned to this po- 
sition last year. 

The biggest anns-importing 
re cion is the Middle East, with 


region is the Middle East, with 
1 Saudi Arabia the largest im- 
porter since the Gulf war, fol- 
lowed by Egypt and Turkey. 
Eas t and South-East Asia and 
the Pacific Rim is the third- 
largest arms market,' and is of 
increasing interest . to Euro- 
pean and North American de- 
fence firms. Military spending 
is expected to increase in pro-' 
portion to the expanding 
economies of the region, and 
many analy sts fear that an arms 
race there .could. ^et-. out of 
control, with simmering tendon 
in the Korean peninsula, be- 
tween China and Ihjwan, over 
the Kurile, Paracels and Natu- 
na islands. Many potential dis- 
putes are over resources or 
driven by environmental con- 
siderations, like the dispute in : 
Paplia New Guinea. 
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Comrades praise ‘great Marxist’ but , i 

ceremony, two reactions 


Iferesa Poole 

Peking 


The final legacy of Deng 
Xiaoping proved yesterday to 
be the freedom not to nave 
to mourn his passing. 

In the Guiyou Department 
Store, nonchalant shoppers ig- 
nored the rows of purple-uni- 
formed shop assistants who 
were standing to attention as the 
public address system blared a 
live transmission of Mr Deng’s 
hour-long memorial ceremony. 

“Maybe some people just 
mourn him inside their hearts.” 
ventured one shop girl, after a 
smartly-dressed woman bad de- 
manded to tiy on a pair of 
cream court shoes costing 256 
yuan (£20). It was a fitting trib- 
ute for a man who had wanted 
his funeral to be a non-event. 

Meanwhile, in the Great Hall 
of the People, the political 
theatre proceeded in a world of 
its own. A casket containing 
Deng’s ashes had been placed 
under a giant photograph of the 
former patriarch, and covered 
with the Communist Partyflag. 
Before an audience of 10,000 se- 
nior party and government of- 
ficials, President Jiang Zemin 
declared Deng “a great Marx- 
ist” adding “without comrade 
Deng Xiaoping, the Chinese 
ile would not live a new life 
: today’s and there would not 


be today’s new situation of re- 
forms and opening-up and the 
bright prospects of the social- 
ist modernisation”. 

He pledged that China would 
continue the reform policies of 
Mr Deng, offering no succour 
to either leftists or those who 
would wish to reassess the ver- 


£ A money 
changer was 
more interested 
in exchange 
rates than the 
memorial? 


diet on the June 1989 Tianan- 
men Square protests. 

The president said the Chi- 
nese people should “express our 
mourning by working harder 
and doing well in all aspects of 
practical work”. 

On the streets of Peking, 
some grieved openly and some 
did not. Many of those whose 
Lifestyles are a product of the 
Deng reforms disregarded 
even the official three-minute 
silence in favour of business as 
usual. ■ 


“It’s quite busy, people are 
still buying vegetables,” grinned 
one stall-holder in an open-air 
private food market, when 
asked why she was not watch- 
ing the televised memorial 
ceremony. 

Tbe people of the„Deng era 
were all around. There was the 
20-year-old migrant worker 
from Shandong province who 
had arrived by train at lam that 

morning planning to seek work 
as a hotel chef, one of millions 
who are now fcee to roam the 
country looking for jobs; no, he 
would not be watching the cer- 
emony, he said, sitting on his 
bundles on the pavement, “I 
have nowhere to watch TV.” 

There was an illicit money- 
changer outside a branch of the 

Bank of China who was for 
more interested in how Deng's 
death might affect the exchange 
rates than in the memorial. 

In old fashioned state work 
units and government offices, 
tools and pens were generally 
downed for the three minute si- 
lence, but not everywhere. At 
the Tunnel Engineering Branch 
of the No 4 Municipal Engi- 
neering Company, which these 
days must keep an eye on tbe 
bottom line, an official ex- 
plained that only party members 
and cadres would watch the 
broadcast, leaving the 800 con- 
struction workers still toiling un- 



Muttipte vision: Televisions in a Peking department store (above), tuned to yesterday's FteStere 

(below), showing the caption ‘Comrade Deng Xiaoping Is immortal’. Photographs. Above. Paul Lowewagnu /. 


dergronnd. A central govern- 
ment edict had ordered state 
units like his to ensure “the 
masses" also watched, be ad- 
mitted, “but we have our own 
internal instructions”. It would 
be too disruptive to tbe work 
schedule, he said. 

The 63-year-old doorman at 


the No 1 Machine Tool Facto- 
ry explained that, unlike every- 
one else in the factory, he 
would not see the live broadcast 
“because there must be some- 
one to keep watch”. 

Was he disappointed? “No, 
because if I can’t see it today, 
lean see it tomorrow. It wiD be 
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monthly payments of £50 or more. 

« Managed by the UK’s leading ethical 
investment company. 

« Investment in successful companies 
which are helping rather than harming 
the world. 
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on TV repeatedly.” Like many 
of his generation who worked 
for cash-strapped state enter- 
prises, be had been forced out 
of retirement because his pen- 
sion after 30 years at the ma- 
chine tool factory was so 
meagre. 

Deng’s reforms have been 
tough on the enterprises which 
were cocooned by central plan- 
ning. “Over the last few years 
the business here has become 
not good,” he said. 

When Chairman Mao died, 
a Chinese person was more like- 
ly to get into trouble for not 
mourning publicly than for do- 


Pekmg (Beaters) — TVro 
bombs rocked the Chmese city 
aFUrnmqi, capital of China's 
Muslim western region of 
2Qxyiaii& yesterday Officials 
reported several casualties. 
Residents said the blasts oc- 
curred at about 630pm local 
time, on the last of six days’ 
mounting for Deng Xiaoping. 
One explosion involved a ve- 
hicle believed to be a mmflms; 
the second occurred at the 
sooth gate ofthedtR officials 
said. Ethnic Ughurs were 
thought to be involved. 


mg so. Deng’s programme of 
economic reform combined 
with an authoritarian political 
system has had the effect of re- 
versing this. 

By 7.40am, the police had 
cleared Tiananmen Square of 
any ordinary Chmese who had 
come to grieve or just to watch. 
An elderly couple who earlier 
laid a wreath at the Monument 
to the People’s Heroes were 
allowed to walk across the 
square before plain-clothes 
police firmly helped them into 
a summoned police van. 

A similar fate awaited 
mourners later in the day, one 
of whom placed a flower in a 
bottle -a play on the name Xi- 
aoping which m Chinese sounds 
the same as “Little Bottle”. 

Inside the hall, Mr Jiang 
stood centre stage as the man 
whom Deng, before his death, 
had called the “correct choice” 
as the new “core” of the party 
leadership, and someone “qual- 
ified” for the job. 



The memorial ceremony, it 
turned out, was a 50-minute 
speech by Mr Jiang, eulogising 
Deng and promising to cany on 
his reforms. His death was “a 
loss beyond measure”, said the 
president, producing tears 
which, would not have con- 
vinced the most desperate cast- 
ing director. 

The speech gave the world 
the first hint of the path to be 
followed in the post-Deng era. 
A Western diplomat said: “The 
message there is first of all the 
policy of reform will continue, 
and secondly that Jiang's your 
man. Tbe fact he was up there 
delivering the authoritative 
word on the Deng legacy made 
that point.” 

The speech was “more pos- 
itive on reform than one ought 
have expected, which is pretty 
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good news”, he added. 

Mr Jiang stuck to the official 
line on the June 19S9 so-called 
“counter-revolutionary” events. 
“Because the party and the 
government adopted a firm and 
sober stand and because the 
achievements of reform and 
opening up and socialist mod- 
ernisation had taken root in (he 
hearts of the people, we with- 
stood the severe test, and our 
cause continued its vigorous de- 
velopment along the road set," 
he said. 

In the dosing hours of the of- 
ficial six-day mourning period 
last night, the television chan- 
nels showed repeats of the 
mourning ceremony. 

Today the flags will be hoist- 
ed back to the top of their poles, 
and the post-Deng era begins in 
earnest. 
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with one eye on the handover 




Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

A wail of fog horns filled Hong Kong's 


was played some 2,000kros away in 
Peking's Great Hall of the people at 
Deng Xiaoping’s funeral service. 


The faxr«>asfiiajcolarxaihv^which 
runs up to Hong Kong’s luxury Peak 
district. ground to a halt, truck and taxi 
drivers sounded their horns and loud- 
speakers in underground train stations 
emitted solemn music for 10 minutes. 

The colony’s most influential co na- 


tures of respect to the late paramount 
Chinese leader were noted. For ordi- 
nary people it was business as usual 

*T 1 :n r-t- - - . _ 


from work, so I can't think 1 will do 
anything dtse,” she said. 

However, the death of the man who 
has so greatly influenced the last years 
of colonial rule in Hcmg Kong has 
hardly been marked by indifference. 

. More than 45,000 people have passed 
through the normally closed doorsof 
the New China News Agency (NCNA) 
to ray their respects. 

The NCNA, which acts as China’s 
de facto embassy in Hong Kong, is 
tinnsed to opening its dnnistnthftpnb- 
hc; more usually they are barred to pre- 
vent demonstrators outside from 
gaining access. 

The death of Deng Xiaoping has 

given members of pro-democracy or- 
ganisations and tbe Governor, Chris 
Parten, their first chance to enter the 


appearance at the. memorial hall in the 
NCNA building. 

Meanwhile, .Hoag Kong's China 
watching media, which has tradition- 
ally been both the best and worst 
source of information on developments 
in China, is full of stories of dis- 
agreanrats between various leaderdrip 
factions vying for power in the wake 
of Mr Deng's demise. Hong Kong's 
Chinese language newspapers "have 
also been publishing accounts of Mr. 
Deng’s win, supposedly based on in- 
formation suppfied by Chinese officials. 
According to these reports, Deng 
expressed regret over the 1989 Tianan- 
men Square masacre. One report even 
says that he asked for forgiveness. 
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uary people « iras Business as usual. ratten, their first chance to enter the maQy requested that some of Deng's 
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ntiae televisi on new s tonight,’’ said government official, business tycoon fil his wish of being in the territory at 
^ Wong, a university services work- and other prominent personalities the time when China resumes sever - 
CT - ” e are P ot being given time ofF have judged it expedient to make an eignty on 1 July. 


Fond farewell: An old man wiping away a tear as he watches a live telecast In a Hong Kong shopping mall of China's 
President Jiang Zemin eulogising at Deng Xiaoping’s memorial yesterday in Peking Photograph: Jason Reed/Reuters 


Chris Godsmark 

The handover of power in Hong 
Kong will have a fmal, unex- 
pected and unpleasant sting in 
the tait for police officers of 
Hong Kong Chinese birth in tbe 
colony who are likely to find 
themselves tens of thousands of 
pounds worse off than their 
white colleagues. 

One of the officers, Ken 
Chile, is to seek a judicial review 
in the High Court today against 
the Foreign Office's mterpre- 
ta lion of a little-publicised few 
nibbef-stamped last year. This 
gives public servants in Hong 
Kong cash compensation and 


the police force.'’ 

However, Mr Chile, along 
with 15 other Hong Kong offi- 
cers intending to leave the 
force, discovered they were not 
.eligible for generous compen- 
sation payments offered to civ- 
il servants serving in the colony 
who were bom in the UK. 

Unlike most Hong Kong 
nationals, Mr Chits occupation 
was considered . sensitive 
■ enough to' require protection. 
He is currently considering 
whether to leave Hong Kong 
altogether before July to start 
a new life in the Britain. 

1 A law introduced last year 
enables UK crvfl servants in- 
tending to leave Hong Kong to. 
. draw their penridos early and 






FREE CALLS FOR LIFE 



WflV 

NOKIA 1611. 
£9.99 


* •• x ^ 


CBctr cownDoeH uerkrshb* 

rKC.lL TORI TEAR WITH THE 
CELLPHONES DIRECT 



© O o g 


o o 


UELLf HOMES B1BECTLT*RIFF. 
. miiwmiiniTfTiwtnifp. 

-MpwkaniLSUss tns+mn. 
'rmSimmamim fl***®*** 
MM****** 

ilttECHIilLUII 


Cellphones 


<a 


ta ri 
«aG3'Gs' 


NEW GSM MODEL 16 J 

♦ Up to 3.5 nrs !2'vt : ms 
110 hrt stancDy 

♦ $\'$ sonP 3r.d receive 

♦ WdiEh: 250 s 


FREEPHONE 0800 000 888 






. > 






• ' A : 














W' 


-M 




W 





JHT 



FROM 

ONLY 



A MONTH 


■ w i i i i . i i M mut 1 1 h i t 1 1 i . i ; i i r i i i . i' 






xT VONV '!'■* -w 

.'0 «: ; ] C - . v »/'* v 










\ 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Address 


Name 


WVW A>V.>WVW»W,ViWAW^. arMW.V '*AV, . 1 % . 


Postcode 


m 


TeL No. (Day) (Evening) 


Date of birth J / (Important we cannot give you a quotation without this date.) 


Name of other adult to be included 


Date of birth / / 


Number of children under 21 to be included 


If you have a current hculthcure policy, 
please give your renewal dace 


V.T.t kWK.V* ‘.NVWAVtW "AV.W WWW 


.•*. rtV, .>V.Si 


Ref: 6101 




■ A:'.; Ai’x I 


Call now and get your first month free 

0800 33 55 55 Ret: 6101 

AT J01 vour no-ohli^.iiiot! irco quol.inon. JnstAnl c xnvr ,u*ii I, ii’le. Credit <. <31 ds \\ ohoiue. 
( 8 ani- 8 pni weekdays. 0.1111- 1 prn Sal ui'dav.s) Pl ikASI Ql O I h IxId'F.Rl.NCF. AFiOX F.. 













THB QJBEPENPENT « WEDNESDAY 26 FEBRUARY 1997 


15 


the leader page 



act, bat Kohl remains mighty 


T his latest German opera is called 
Kanzlertlammemng, the TfodEght 
of the Chancellor. You may have 
been led by recent colourful front-of- 
stalls reports into thinking that the 
Rhine is boiKng, Bonn's Gods are at 
each others’ throats and Valhalla 
(Chancellor Kohl’s Euro-project) is 
about to tumble. Hie problem with the 
scenario is that Helmut Kohl is not 
Wotan. He may be down bm neither he 

nor his European ambitions is yet to be 
counted out These past few weeks he 
has hit the roughest patch in his long 
dominance of German politics, but the 
Kohl era is not over yet 
But wait What a cheap shot that 
Wagnerian trope is. It’s so typical of the 
British .approach to Germany to glorify 
in national stereotypes. History wQl 
always be an instructive companion, but 
should never become a. tour guide. 
What is happening in Bcffln is mere pol- 
itics, healthy contestation of a kind we 
know well. A party convulses at the 
prospecr of a change in leadership (ring 
any bells?) and the opposition rub their 
bands. Helmut Kohl is beleaguered - 
though unlike the British Prime 
Minister he stiQ has his finance minister 
entirely on board in the matter of - 
Europe. 

Just listen to that not-so-coded 
message from Wolfgang Schauble, his 
deputy: as well as himselfc he said, there 
are at least eight other possible 
replacement chancellors from within 


the ruling coalition. Note that he could 
make that remark only because Ger- 
man fede ralism is fkrarisbillg. Allof the 
parties can call on talent nurtured m the 
state ministries of Dussddorf, Munich 
and SaaibrQdben. Could you ask for a 
more convincing demonstration that, as 
die century turns, German democracy 
is in fine fettle? Even the question could 
sound patronising, unless wc - admit 
that the Germans could easily turn 
round and criticise the cramping cent- 
ralisation of power in the United King- 
dom and instruct us in bow liberating 
devolution of power can be. That said, 
German domestic politics are of espe- 
cial interest to us in two areas. - 

The first is tire reviving fortunes of tbe 
centre-left, as shown in the polls, and 
in the periiness of the Social Demo- 
crats. What might this say about the 
Great Question of modem European 
politics, which is, what is left for the left 
when everyone agrees on low inflation, 
controlled taxes and constant down- 
wards pressure on public spending? 

Well almost everyone. Oskar La- 
f on tame, the SPD Bundestag leader, 
bidden to talks with the government on 
Monday night because his party con- 
trols the upper parliamentary chamber, 
ruled out any cuts in the top rate of tax, 
which is more than 50 per cent Tbxes, 
in Germany, do not quite have the 
reach-for-the-garhc-and-crudfe ring 
they have here. Tbe SPD has been con- 
versing lately with the Green Alliance 
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about the possibility of coalitions and 
the air is thick with talk of energy taxes. 
Witch this space for fiscal innovation. 

The other question which directly 
concerns ns is, of course, European int-. 
egration. On the fete of Helmut Kohl 
depends the launch of the Euro in 1999. 
Look at the alternatives to him. AH of 
them - whether Social Democrat, from 
the Christian Social Union (whose big 
man, the Bavarian prime minister 
Manfred Stoible, is a contender), or 
frontbenchers of the Christian Demo- 
crats - are less enthusiastic about the 
single currency and unwedded to tire 
existing timetable. Say the Chancellor 


were to return from his Easter break 
and announce that he would not be a 
candidate for the next national elec- 
tions, due in 1998. The German nego- 
tiating position at the Amsterdam 
inter-governmental conference would 
inevitably be weakened. The capacity 
of the CDU/CSU coalition to make 
that last push to bring the German bud- 
get deficit down to within Maastricht 
limits might be fatally weakened. 

The dear implication is that all those 
in this conn try who , for their various 
reasons, wish to see monetary union 
delayed, must hope that the Big Man 
is on his last legs. Without KohL the 


next British government feces a much 
easier ride, whatever its colour. So what 
happens in Germany if there is a revolt 
within the coalition, or the opposition 
demand tbe Chancellor's head as the 
price of its adherence to radical tax and 
pensions reform? Does it follow that 
the prospects for further integration of 
the European Union would be so badly 
set back? There is a school of thought, 
which certain Euro-enthusiasts have 
encouraged, which projects the pos- 
sibility of no single currency, and 
Germany floating off into Austrian- 
style nationalism, or withdrawing into 
itself. leaving a geo-political vacuum in 
central Europe. 

But neither of those is either neces- 
sary, or a likely outcome. The question 
of what post-Kohl Germany looks like 
has become a lot easier to answer as the 
contenders limber up and strut the 
Bonn stage. The very fact that the SPD 
has been willing to begin discussions 
with the government over tax reform 
is a harbinger. The SPD is, truth to tell, 
a conservative party resembling m 
some degrees Old Labour, though 
without its ideological baggage and a 
lot more sharply dressed. But even it 
is beginning to bite the bullet of reduc- 
ing labour costs and stimulating enter- 
prise. Real Europhfles need have no 
fear of a SPD revival - Hen- Lafontame 
and his colleagues were not called 
Tuscany-socialists for nothing. 

But the game is not yet up. 


Chancellor Kohl will have to struggle 
to recover his former authority. He has 
the example before him in Konrad 
Adenauer of a Chancellor who stayed 
too long, though it will be more than a 
decade before he gets anywhere near 
Adenauer’s age at exit. The revelation 
of the past few days is the quality and 
number of his would-be replacements. 
But they are still in the wings. Helmut 
Kohl bestrides the stage. 

The Tube test 
for Labour 

L ondon Underground users should 
keep their eyes on three principles 
as the debate on the Government’s 
plans for privatisation unfolds. One is 
the new money needed for investing in 
rolling stock, tracks and stations. Next 
is revolutionising the culture of London 
Underground’s management and staff 
attitudes. The third is keeping strate- 
gic direction over all of London’s trans- 
port, linking trains, buses, taxis, cycle- 
ways and Thbes in integrated networks 
(preserving such joint arrangements as 
the travel card). Privatisation, cleverly 
configured, can deliver all three. If Lab- 
our can acknowledge the advantages of 
privatisation in this case, it will have 
proven its claim to have thrown off its 
state-owning shibboleths. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


Stately homes 
belong firmly 
to the past 

Sir. ifear that for Mr Gummer, 
the countryside has become no 
more than a view from the 
motorway (“Gummer’s vision for 
our rural future: more stately 
homes, for the rich’', 20 February). 
BuHdfeg a latter-day equivalent of 
a Gothic pile is no more than 
- making a composition within the 
4 frame of the car window. 

ff he wishes there to be an . 
attractive countryside in the 
future, he should concentrate on 
sawngitfrxwn evermoreroads. 

‘ " tfiekr* 


~flftwtgrand houses would be very 
different intharcfiectfrom the 
^maM-K<xisesbflhepasLTTie . 

N latter formed part of anow- 
- .'‘. vanish ed social ancf communal 
> 'order.The local squire was the 
•person who employed most of the 
locat or leased them their farms. 
He, enr She,was expected to act as 
the leader m focal affairs, 
inefodnig taking on onerous and 
expensive duties. Much of this, of 
course, was for the benefit of 
fellow members of the 
squirearchy, buHtindnded 
• patronage of the local school, 

LOf village hatls, and 
►fetes in the house 



This frrthe good side of the old- 
order, but ^ gone, along with 

its manyifls. A new generation of 
. pountry houses is likely to be 
- occupied by security-obsessed fat 
rats Their owners are far more ‘ 
lEtefyto start badgering the local 
authority to dose public footpaths 
*!for security reasons” than they 
are to layout parkland, and throw 
it open for public ergeyment. 1 
CHRISTOPHER EADLEY 
Market Rasert, Lincolnshire 

Sin John. Gummer has a 
remarkably idiosyncratic idea of ' 
•Htay fine and very original” 
houses, if bis examples are 
any thing to go by: a medieval ruin 
and three lfth-centiny stylistic 
revivals. ’ - . 

• Mark Girouard wrote in 1979 m 
Historic Houses of Britain: “No one 
could pretend that Sandringham is 
architecturally distinguished.” But 
then, sadly, there have been very 
few distinguished country houses 
built ypffe the time of Mackintosh 
and Lutyens at the turn of the 
century. ■ , 

Mr Gummer could have quoted 
Hill House and Castle Drogo, not 
to mention Hardwick Hall, 
Blenheim Palace or the Royal 
Pavffiorr at Brighton as “truly 
outstanding” homes of great 
originality which enhanced their 
rural surroundings. : 

Tbe trouble b that it win be up 
to 1 <vat planning committees to 
. decide what will enhance rural 
surroundings, and few will be 
prepared to be so daring as to 
support any design of true 

^^axadaracaDy, some of the most 
far-sighted patrons of residential 
development have been Oxbridge 
CoDeges-for example both St 
John’s Colleges, where there are 
sensitively designed ' 

. undergraduates’ sets by Sir Philip 
Dowson and by Powell and Moya 


: Nicholas Sdioon 

d shed too many tears for the 
weahhy. There have been and 
throe to be many derelict 



IS wurvtvwu iv 

an d 8 of you and me for a pad 
ie country. What is really 



needed is affordable housing m , 
urban areas for the poor ... but 
that is another story. 

GEOFFREY BURNABY 
Winchester, Hampshire 

Sir: Your article “Glimmer’s vision 
for our rural future: more stately . 
homes for the rich” (20 February), 
about the provisions in the 
Government’s new planning - 
guidance for rural areas, portrays 
a misleading picture of the 
Council for the Protection of - 
Rural England’s view. - 

GPRE'is not “anti- 
devefopment”. We support a great 
number of development proposals, 
winch, unfortunately, often goes 
imreported. The new guidance is, 
in general, welcome. In particular, 
we welcome the implication in the 
new guidance that local authorities 
need to think more carefully about 
the kind of development which is 
appropriate in rural areas. We 
believe in a more discriminating 
-approach to rural development in 
which identified social and 
economic needs are met in ways ■ - 
which do not damage the qualify 
of the rural environment. 

The provision in the new : 
guidance to encourage the 


building of new cottony .houses is 
not warranted. The planning 
system already ^as sufficient - - 
flexibility to aflow.for truly t 

Innovative design. Moreover, 
CPRE is concerned that this 
special provision" will create ? new 
loophole in the planning system 
whereby speculative developers 
wiD. btf'encouraged to build larger 
and' more obtrusive homes in open 
countryside. 

GREGOR HUTCHEON „ 
RuralAffabs Officer - ' f 

Council for the Protection of Rural 
England, London SW1 . 


Palestine law 
chief replies 

Sin I was very surprised to read a 
despatch from Patrick Cockburn 

(Torture deaths that shame 
Palestine”, 21 February), the 
concluding paragraph of which was 
that I viewed all Palestinian human 
rights activists as “a fifth column”. 
This is not correct and does not 
represent anything I have ever said 
ordoae. 

I have the highest regard and 
respect for human rights activists - 
Palestinian and otherwise. My staff 

mid I follow dear and strict 
instructions m tins respect from our 
leader. President Ararat. 

May Ipoint out that Lmyself 
have suffered a great deal, and for 
a long time, in prisons under 
occupation, and I have special 
reasons to be grateful for the 
assistance I was given by human 
rights activists. My views on this 
subject, and on what is happening - 
here in the sphere of human 
rights, were expressed in an 
interview in the Arabic newspaper 
al-Hayat, published in London on 
the same day as your despatch 
appeared. 

Allowme please to emphasise 
the simple feet that we here ^ 
promptly and actively investigate 
aU reports about human rights 
abuses, and his a matter of record 
that the Palestinian Authority Iras 
meted out severe punishment to 
culprits, irrespective of status Or . 
rank. 

The fact remains, however, that 
we are a new administration 


functioning in extremely difficult 
circumstances. This is not an 
excuse for wrongdoing -it merely 
explains the context in which some 
abhorrent and regrettable acts have 
been committed. 

We are most grateful to human 
rights activistsfbr helping the 
Palestinian people. We wish, at all 
levels, to co-operate in eradicating 
abuses and in improving and 
normalising life for our people in 
Hue with the highest standards of 
human rights principles. 

KHALID AL-K3DRAH 
Attorney General'. 

Palestinian National Authority 
Gaza 


Press must take 
care after trials 

Sin Musa Mazzawi (letter, 18 
February) is arguably wrong in 
assuming that because the two 
trials of flie men acquitted of 
murdering Stephen Lawrence are 
over, the Daily Mail may now, 
without hindrance, say what it 
likes. 

The courts have held (see 
Arcbbidld on Criminal PI 
Evidence and Practice 1997, 
paragraphs 20-36) that the 
definition of a common law 
contempt of court, provided by 
Attorney-General v Times 
Newspapers Ltd (1974), AC 273 
HL, is wide enough to embrace 
"improper interference with 
persons who have been engaged in 
litigation after it is conchidco'. The 
assertion that men found notgnilty 


of murder are in feet guilty, 
arguably amounts to such 
“improper interference”. 
STANLEY BEST 
Winkldgh, Devon 


Short of water? 
Ask Arizona 

Sir I have just returned from a two- 
week vacation in Arizona to find 
extraordinary statements being 
made by water company chiefs 
(report, 22 February) that unless 
we change our attitude towards 
water consumption, we will 
eventually be faced with daily water 
cut-offs, reductions in house- 
building programmes and other 
stringent measures - and this in a 
part of the globe where rainfall is 
plentiful! 

Cities in Arizona and 
California are built on desert, and 
thousands of new homes are 
being built annually. 

People often shower twice a 
day, and washing machines and 
dishwashers are standard 
equipment. There do not seem to 
be restrictions on watering grass 
lawns, gardens and golf courses. 

Of course they have the mighty 
Colorado - but aB this happens in 
what is basically a desert, where 
rainfall is minimal and summer 
beat tremendous. There must be 
something we can learn from a 
country which appears to be 
managing water supplies with 
considerable skill. 

Mrs F MARY POOIE 
Bath 


Post letters to Letters to die Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

• Rot 0171-2932056 ; e-mail- lesters@independem.co.uk). 

E-mail correspondents, arc asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Wonder number 
more than a tool 

Sin It was heart-warming for those 
of us who work as mathematicians 
to read Charles Arthur’s eulogy of 
the complex number i (“It may be 
square, but it's wondrous", 22 
February). 

But I imagine many were also 
surprised at his relegation of r to the 
status of a “tool we’ve made”- 
rathcr than a plain fact of nature like 
tbe number 7i or the number 16. In 
spite of the hist orical terminology,! 
is no more (or less) imaginary than 
these “real" numbers. 

And contrary id Mr Arthur’s 
account, both i and its square-root- 
ness of -1 are quite easy to draw on 
a piece of paper: as a point in the 
plane midway in rotation about 0 
between -Hand -I. 

Dr WILLIAM OXBURY 
Department of Mathematical 
Sciences 

Unhemtyof Durham 


Labour denies . 
Europe plan 

Sin Your report “Blair plans 
European affairs department” (24 
February) is utterly false. It alleges 
that “the plan for a department of 
European affairs is currently being 
worked on in Tony Blair's office”. 
There is no such plan. 

• The “senior Labour source” on 
whose briefing the story claims to 
be based is seriously misinformed. 
JONATHAN POWELL 
Chitfof Staff to Rt Hon Tom Blair 
MP 

Leaden 

House of Commons 
London SW3 


Assisted places 
mean state cuts 

Sin The college in Wiltshire at 
which I teach has been forced to 
endure numerous cuts in its income 
from the Government over the last 
four years, in the name of efficiency 
savings. Ffewer courses are now 
offered, class sizes have increased 
significantly, and 13 staff have 
recently been made redundant. 

Wiltshire County Education 
Authority has just confirmed 
swingeing cuts in the budgets of all 
its comprehensive schools, giving a 
lack of government funding as its 
reason. In addition, the authority is 
about to cut aU hardship grants for 
students in further education. 

Meanwhile, the Government is 
providing more than £2O0m each 
year to fund places at independent 
schools aB over the country, 
through the Assisted Places 
Scheme, and if the Prime Minister 
has his way. that figure is set to 
double next year. 

Many of the measures taken by 
tbe last two Conservative 
administrations have had 
significant beneficial effects on the 
education system as a whole. 
However, the system is now in 
danger of serious underimkUng, 
and it is very difficult to reconcile 
this enormous state subsidy to a 
private system, with such a severe 
lack of cash for that which belongs 
toihepubHc. 

IMPERKY 
Corsham. Wiltshire 


Start voting, 
Swampy 

Sir: For many years I have written, 
faxed and e-mailed appeals to toxic 
governments around the world, as 
part of Amnesty International's 
Urgent Action Network, which 
mobilises quickly to help people in 
grave danger of torture or 
execution. Many of these people 
are in life-threatening 
circumstances in thefif countries 
simply because they have 
campaigned for democracy and the 
right to vote. 

I admire Swampy & Co 
enormously for their road protests, 
and abhor much of UK politics, but 
can never agree that not voting is 
acceptable. 

Less of the chic boredom and 
nihilism, Suzanne Moore (“No 


wonder politics is nothing to rave 
about", 21 February), and consider 
what you’d do if you lived in a 
place where government is so very 
much more “deformed" than in 
Britain. For a start, you probably 
couldn’t even write your oh-so- 
jaded article. 

GLORIA McSHANE 
Richmond, North Yorkshire 


Asteroid odds 

Sin Oliver Morton estimates the 
danger of being struck by an 
asteroid as greater than the chance 
of winning the lottery (“So who 

cares if the sky is falling?”, 25 

Februaiy). 

Pm no statistician, but has The 
Independent been hiding from os 
100 or so deaths from celestial 
attack over the past couple of 
years? 

CHARLES DWROE 
How, East Sussex 

The real thing? 

Sin Can anyone explain why - in 
spite of the United States embargo 
- it is so easy to buy Coca-Cola In 
Cuba? 

SUSAN STEVENS 
Guildford, Surrey 
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Labour: 

stop takin 
the tabloids 


Lord Jenkins was the reforming Home 
Secretary of the progressive Sixties. Here he 
tells Nyta Mann why politicians in the Nineties 
would be wise to pursue libertarian policies 


R oy Jenkins has a 
favourite saying: 
“Liberty is cheap.” 
He has, in private 
meetings, told 
Tony Blair so. The leader of 
the Liberal Democrats in the 
House of Lords gives informal 
advice to Blair, to which the 
Labour leader is said to pay 
great attention. Jenkins has 
not publicly backed New 
Labour, but like Shirley 
Williams, his follow co-founder 
of the Social Democratic Party, 
he has come close by heaping 
extravagant praise on Blair. 
There has even been talk 
among some Labour peers 
that Prime Minister Blair 
could do worse than appoint 
Jenkins Leader of the House 
of Lords should a little cross- 
party co-operation be in order 
after the election. 

This Saturday, Jenkins is 
one of the keynote speakers at 
a conference hosted by the 
Fabian Society and Nexus, the 
newly formed network of cen- 
tre-left academics and 
thinkers. Both organisations 
are in the bosom of the Labour 
Party, but the conference title 
- Passing the Torch - brings 
together figures who span the 
centre-left of British politics. 
Lord Jenkins of Hillhead will 
be sharing a platform with 
Tony Blair and Robin Cook. 

Jenkins is one of the grand 
old men of politics. Home Sec- 
retary (twice) and Chancellor 
under Harold Wilson, he was 
at one time seen as Labour’s 
crown prince, destined to lead 
the party and become prime 


minister. He lost out to Jim 
Callaghan and became Presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
mission instead.. But it is his 
first stint at the Home Office, 
from 2965 to 1967, that stands 
as his greatest political 
achievement. In two hyperac- 
tive years, he introduced, on 
his own initiative, a host of 
ground-breaking social 
reforms’. Chief among them 
were legalising abortion, the 
decriminalisation of homosex- 
uality and the liberalisation of 
the divorce laws. Though they 
would later be criticised by 
some on the right as having 
paved the way for the 


missive society”, it is undeni- 
able that the new laws changed 
for the better the lives of mil- 
lions of ordinary people. 

Despite having indelibly 
blotted his copy-book with his 
old party by breaking away to 
found the SDP in 1981, Jenk- 
ins is still held by Labour MPs 
as the model Labour Home 
Secretary. But ask him how he 
sees the chances of a New 
Labour government introduc- 
ing similarly bold or progres- 
sive home affairs legislation, 
and he can barely squeeze the 
answer out through his laugh- 
ten “Nil if Mr Jack Straw is 
Home Secretary, if you really 
want to know!" 

This prediction may come as 
something of a blow to Straw’ s 
own hopes. The shadow Home 
Secretary has said he would 
like to leave office with a 
record comparable to Jenkins' 
in terms of lasting reputation, 
yet has been grimly deter- 


mined to out-tough the lories 
on the home affaire front. 

“Yes, it's rather strange in a 
way, isn’t it? I think a libertar- 
ian policy on penal and other 
mattecs would be both right and 
wise for an incoming Labour 
government, because apart 
from anything else, it's cheap. 
Liberty, surprisingly enough, is 
cheap in terms of public expen- 
diture. A hard policy is rather 
expensive. That’s not the only 
motive, but given that Labour 
is obsessive - up to a point 
understandably and rightly, 
though they’re going a bit 
beyond what I would like - 
about not increasing public 
expenditure and not raising 
taxation, it seems to me that 
this points even more strongly 
in the direction of arousing 
Some liber tarian e nthusiasm ” 

Both Blair and Straw have 
resisted this thrifty libera] logic. 
Liberty may indeed be cheap, 
but New Labour calculates the 
cost in the votes of Middle 
England, not in money. Fearful 
of being seen as soft cm not only 
crime but also squeegee mer- 
chants, noisy neighbours, 
youngsters out after dark and 
what Straw has described as 
“families from hell", the party 
talks an increasingly social 
authoritarian line. 

Jenkins, an unashamed lib- 
ertarian, is deeply disap- 
pointed: “It shows lack of deter- 
mination. You’ve got to arouse 
somebody’s enthusiasm.” 

He believes that whoever 
holds the position of Home 

Secretary can also define a gov- 
ernment long after those who 



Roy Jenkins as Laboir Home Secretary: Harold Wlson left him to get on with the job 


If you are planning 
a baby, start here 
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serve in it lave moved on. It’s a 
lesson be leaned from his own 
various high offices. “Finance 
bills, management of the econ- 
omy and budgets tend to be 
short-term," he says. “The 
incoming tide of one’s successor 
sweeps them away like sand 
castles. 

“This is very much a retro- 
spective thought that probably 
came to me five or more years 
later. But while the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer is much more 
at the centre of politics at the 
time, in the Home Offioe above 
all you can leave a much more 
permanent footprint-" 

Though he was Chancellor 
hims elf for the final three years 
of Wilson’s first term of office. 
Jenkins admits that if the 
administration were judged on' 
economic performance alone, 
there would be little for Labour 
supporters to cheer about. 

“The record of that 1964 to 
1970 Labour government, 
which wasn't all that successful 
economically - a lot of unpleas- 
ant things had to be done and 
nothing worked until the end of 
my Chancellorship - would look 


a great deal more barren than 
it does If it hadn’t been for the 
Home Office reforms.” 

D uring bis time as Home 
Secretary, Jenkins 
enjoyed a largely free 
band to pursue his own priori- 
ties. “1 bad a certain amount of 


efforts of the man who took 
■ over his old job. Jack Straw has 
raised to a virtue his own pref- 
erence for reflecting popular - 
or even populist - opinion on 
borne affairs issues, rather than 
taking a risk by moving ahead 
of it in any way. It is an 
approach Jenkins strongly dis- 


6 I’m afraid I’m not very 
sympathetic to the 
policies of the present 
shadow Home Secretary 9 

Lord Jenkins on lack Straw 


containable trouble in Cabinet. 
But Wilson was really willing to 
let me do my own thing. I don’t 
think be was strongly m favour 
of what I introduced, hut he 
wasn’t strongly a gains t." 

Such freedom of operation 
seems remarkable these days. 
Tony Blair, who shot to public 
prominence and won near- 
universal praise when he was 
shadow Home Secretary, 
close personal attention to i 


agrees with. “I don’t think it is 
a virtue. I think it’s the duty of 
people to lead opinion and not 
follow it. Sensibly, you've got to 
have some regard to being rea- 
sonably persuasive and carrying 
opinion reasonably behind you, 
but certainly not just to say that 
you're following all the preju- 
dices of saloon-bar opinion.” 

It isn’t that Jenkins doesn’t 
appreciate the pressure 
Labour faces to stick to its 


It is our 
duty to lead 
• opinion and 
not follow it 
... and 
certainly 
not to 
follow 
saloon-bar 
prejudices’ 


ultra-cautious strategy. As he 
acknowledges, he never had 
the Daily Mail et al waiting to 
pounce on his every move m 
quite the same way they would 
today. . . . ‘ 

“Thbloid opinion is probably 
centraL It wasn’t nearly as bad 
then. You have to remember 
that the most successful tabloid 
in the Sixties was the Daily Mir- 
ror, which pursued a policy 
which is almost unimaginable 
now to The Sun or Daily Mail. 
The Mirror was a very success- 
ful popular newspaper, but ... 
it was constantly concerned to 
uy to elevate the views and 
tggffls of its readers, rather then 
degrade them.” 

He nevertheless feels that 

Labour has unnecessarily boxed 
itself in by adopting an approach 
to law and order “geared to 
propitiating the tabloids" and 
keeping up with Michael 
Howard. 

“There is no need to be stuck 
in a comer,” he says. “I forget 
who the original ‘me too’-ist was 
- who it was to, that is. I think 
it was to one of the Roosevelts, 
probably Theodore. But it’s one 
thing being *me too’ to Teddy 
Roosevelt. It’s another tiling 
being ‘me too’ to Michael 
Howard. So I’m afraid Tm not 
very sympathetic to the home 
office prairies of the present 
shadow Home Secretary.” . 

Like many within Labour, 
Jenkins believes Straw has 
doggedly puraied the “me too” 
stance for electoral purposes. 

“I think he probably does 
want to be more liberal in office. 
I hope so, at any rate,” he says. 
Many of Straw’s parliamentary 
colleagues privately agree. 
Whether Straw will fmd it pos- 
sible to come out of his liberal 
closet, presuming he is in it 
now, of course, once Labour 
wins power is another matter. 

“It's quite difficult to pursue 
a policy of thinking that what 
you say before you come into 
office doesn't to some extent 
determine how you behave .in 
office. You become a bit of a 
prisoner of your own rhetoric.” 

So how does Jenkins rate 
Straw’s chances of achieving a 
lasting record as Home Secre- 
tary, should Blair give him the 
job? “If he could greatly reduce 
crime, that would be a great ben- 
efit- But I don’t see any evidence 
that foOowing a little way behind 
but half in step with Michael 
Howard is likely to do that It’s 
against the view of all informed 
opinion." 

But the outlook for libertar- 
ians is not all gloomy, he is keen 
to stress. Concerned that he is 
sounding a more relentlessly 
negative note than he perhaps 
intends, he points out that there 



is the odd thing Straw promise* 
that Jenkins does positively 
approve of. 

“There are one or two ot no 
other policies, obviously, he 
says. When asked to specify 
which ones he likes, there is a 
long pause. “I’m trying to 
remember,” Jenkins explains, 
pausing again. “There was one 
thing I saw the other day which 
was very fair.” Another pause. 
“Oh! It’s on homosexual 
reform," he says finally. Straw 
has indeed pledged to repeal the 
controversial Clause 28 powers 
that prevent local councils from 
presenting homosexuality in a 
positive light- “I was surprised at 
that, perhaps. So I’m not saying 
it’s all wrong, by any means." 

W hat then, without crit- 
icising Straw, does 
Jenkins believe the 
next government - whichever 
party forms it - ought to do? 
This time, there is no hesitation: 
“Well of course, somebody’s 
got to look rationally al drugi at 
some time.” Oh dear. This is 
another subject on which he is 
highly unlikely to get any satis- 
faction from Labour, as Clare 
Short discovered last year fol- 
lowing her iriild suggestion that 
legalisation of cannabis was an 
idea worthy of debate. 

“It won’t be touched with a 
barge-pole,” Jenkins accepts. “I 
haven’t considered it in great 
detail and I don’t say I'm nec- 
essarily persuaded in favour of 
the legalisation of marijuana 
without question, but nobody 
considers it objectively at all.” 

It seems there is no getting 
away from the fact that there is 
more for Jenkins to criticise - 
openly' or implicitly - than to 
praise about Jack Straw as pro- 
spective Home Secretary. Then 
again, this is no surprise given 
that while in just about all other 
policy areas Liberal Democrats 
can live quite happily with New 
Labour, the greatest philosoph- 
ical distance between the two 
parties exists in home affairs. 
Jenkins agrees. 

“I think a government which 
wants to have enthusiastic sup- 
port of the still substantial and 
considerable left-of-centre lean- 
ing parf of the population would 
be very wise - particularly if it 
feels very restricted in the pub- 
lic expenditure field - to pursue 
a generally liberal, libertarian 
policy on tome affairs matters." 

But Jenkins best summarises 
his attitude with a thought that 
applies equally to many Labour, 
as well as Lib Dem. supporters. 
“I do have very grave doubts 
about Mr Straw’s policies and 
attitudes,” he says. “But that’s 
not enough to make me want 
another Tory victory." 


Tomorrow. Douglas Hurd talks to Donald MacIntyre 


Come to sitcom country, in old Budapest 


3 


o anyway, a year or two 
.back I visited 


’raigmillar Castle on 
the southern edge of 
Edinburgh with my nine-year- 
old son, and 1 was impressed 
by the tumbledown air of 
faded history, though my son 
wasn't. “Come on. Dad, let’s 
go - this is BORING!" was 
h is only commenL 

What neither of us knew 
was that CraigmiHar Castle 
was soon to be used as a 
location for the filming of 
Tvanhoe, and would be 
featured for that reason in a 
Radio Times “Holiday 97" 
supplement (“Come to 
Ivanboe Country!"). If we had 
known, it would have made all 
the difference. We would have 
steered dear and gone 
somewhere else, he because 
he has no idea who-Tvanhoe 
was, and I because I can’t see 
the point of visiting the-place- 
where-the-programme-was- 
made and would like to avoid 
those who do. 

1 must be in a minority. 
About once a fortni gh t I come 
across artides featuring 
Avoca, the Irish village in 
which Balfykissattgd is filmed , 
and I can only assume from 
the frequency of these artides 
that people do actually go to 


Avoca to see the place where 
Ballykissajrigel is filmed- 1 
myself have never seen the 
TV sitcom BaUykissangd, 
though I know by now that is 
yet another of these 
programmes to the glory of 
Irish rural life and the 
endearing nature of old Irish 
priests (which never seems 
quite to fit in with the real-life 
image of Irish rural life being 
wet, poor and miserable and 
Irish priests being given to 
sexual misadventures on such 
a grand scale that not even 
the publicity machine of the 
Irish Catholic Church can 
cover them up), and I even 
know by now that Fitzgerald's 
Bar in the programme is 
actually called the Fountain 
Bar in real life, and I truly 
marvel that such is the power 
of TV that a) people-go to 
Avoca to see where it was 
done: b) I cannot prevent 
myself learning all this useless 
background info. 

Another village which used 
to be in the newsa lot is the 
■ one used for Lost of die 
Summer Wine, but that must 
be so well-known that it isn’t 
worth mentioning any more. 
Certainly, (he Radio Times 
supplement skates over it and 
prefers to offer Havel Tip 



Miles 

Kington 

artides on “Rebecca 
Country", “Cadfael Country” 
and “Wildfell Hall Country". 
From these you learn that 
although Rebecca was set by 
Daphne du Maurier in 
Cornwall it filmed in South 
Devon and Hampshire. You 
can buy The Making of 
Rebecca from Andre Deutsch 
for £12.99 if you want the fall 
detail^ but the detail that 
sticks in my mind is that the 
part of Manderiey was played 
by Rotherfield Park in 
Hampshire. So where IS 
“Rebecca Country"? Not 
Cornwall, that’s for sure. 

And what about “Wildfell 


Hall Country-"? “West 
Yorkshire is the dramatic 
setting for The Tenant of 
Wildfell Had, Anne Bronte’s 
classic novel" says the Radio 
Times, and then goes on to 
say without embarrassment 
that West Yorkshire is never 
seen on screen, as it was 
filmed entirely in Lancashire, 
Oxfordshire and Cumbria. 
Worse is to come in “Cadfael 
Couafay” , because the ITV 
series Cadfael, about the 
medieval detective monk at 
Shrcwsbuiy Abbey, “was 
filmed entirely on location in 
and around Budapest". 

So if you board a coach 
promisingyou a few days in 
“Cadfael Country” you will 
logically find yourself driving 
across Europe to Hungary’s 
capital a place which has 
nothing in common with the 
monastic life of Shropshire 

«cept fatbits of it look like 

bits of Shropshire. And you 
will find yourself minding 
with coachloads of people 
who have come to see 
“Maigret Country", for it was 
m Budapest that thewatch- 
ablc Afasrer series featuring 
Mjfhael Gambon was mn/ti* 
which means that in the mad 
logic of TV tourism, “Cadfael 
Country" and "Maigret 


Country" are exactly the same 
place. 

As a postscript to this 
ridiculous business, 1 should 
like to mention that last 
December I floated the idea 
of setting a TV sitcom in a 
fictional Cotswold v illage 
which was perpetually being 

used as a location for films. I 

even invented a character, the 
Retired Colonel who spent 
half his time inveighing against 
the film companies and the 

other half taking as much 

money from them as possible. 

Not long afterwards, I had 
a call from a local company 
which actually fixes film ' 
location work in the vicinity. 

“Enjoyed the piece " said a 
lady’ s voice, “but how on earth 
did you know the Colonel?" 

“The Colonel?” I said. “I 
made him up.” 

“Ob no you didn't." she 
said. “We know him well. He 
fares at ...” She named a well- 
known village. “Wc are always 
having run-ms with him. Hers 
exactly as you describe.” 

So there we have it A new 
rv sitcom, just waiting for 
someone to commission me. 
set in the Cotswolds, Though 
I don Uhink we’d actually 
film it fa the Cotswolds. 1 like 
the sound of Budapest better. 
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I t is one of those 
weeks srttic* con- 
vinces US maga- 
zine editors that Lon- 
don a the plice to be. 

The Spice Girls doty 
mid deservedly won 
their gong at the Brit - 
Awards, and London 
Bcdnon Week is achieve 
zng waD-to-waH cover- 
age in the new^apezs. 

Even if yon allow for 
the hype, a lot of^ eco- 
nomic activity is taking ftj^l 

place. 1,0 

Tb many peojrfe, pop . M| 
music and feshion may 
seem manifestations of 
a candyfloss economy: rTTL 

that somehow it is XJD6 

wror^ that we have cre- 
ated jobs in the clubs ttht 

and on the catwalks r 

rather than in the fao- Qni/,. 

.tones that make real OJJ1L2 

things. It is wiry (BfBcnlt 
to change the views of QtlUV 

people who think that , -t 

way, perhaps because l,HP 

they seem to want to 
make a moral statement p*QQ 

about the nature of ® 

work rather than take a art xrt 

practical view of what ^ vv 

the market seems to irrt7i 

want to buy. B1VI 

If, onthe other hand, n • 

you incline towards the Lille 

US magazmes’ judge- « • 

ment that something Q[ g\] 

special is happening to 
this , segment of the - 
British economy, then 
here are three facts which demon- 
strate the importance of the enter- 
- tainment industry in all its many 
forms. The first two come from the 
US where the trend is even more 
developed, but they make the point 
about where the new jobs are com- 
ing from. 

Number one is that the US enter- 
tainment industry has created more 
jobs since 1990 than the automobOe 

' nMnnw chmftr^ phffl mBCBO hCal fil ms 

and hotel industry combined - and 
this despite the fas that the last six 
years bave been very successfu! for 
ah three industries. . 

. '-awo istbaiAbeUSTSptets indus- 
try (which includes Sports enter- 
: tainment, sports dothing andso on) 
is far larger than previously reported 
and is now die Htb largest industry 
in the US, ahead of chemicals and 
electronics and just behind tele- 

cn mnniTMrairir mg- 

Three,whkh comes from the UK, 
is that two of the largest (maybe the 
two largest) new fortunes built here 
in the last 20 years, that of Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Richard 
Branson, were both based on the 
entertainment industry. 

It seems that entertainment, along 
with financial services.and informa- 
tion technology, has become one of 


the great drivers of growth and than give more money to the Kore- 
employment in mature, developed ans to bnOd some electronics plant 
countries such as the UK and U$.If This is not a grand, top-down bua- 

this is right,. h has profound impli- ness where the key players are all 
cations for public policy. The usual - committee members of the GBI. It 
principle of marketing is to reinforce is a rough/bottom-up b usin e ss — or 
success. What should we do, as a rather a collection of very different 
country, to reinforce this success? businesses, some big, some small. 
What do we do to create opportu- united only by the talented people 
cities for more success stones like who work there. You cannot plan 
the Spice Girls? that There is no rale for a Ministry 

. Industrial polity has such a dread- of Popular Entertainment. What 
fill record m the UK. that anyone sug- you have to do is to give these 
gesting that there might be a role for talented people space to follow their 
gove rnme nt has to tread carefully, own entrepreneurial instincts. 
Even now, more than 40 per cent of Politicians should listen to enter- 


the budget of the Department of 
Trade and Industry (£1.4bn) goes on 
trying to rectify past failure: in sup- 


tamers -not what they say about pol- 
itics, but what they say about their 
own business. 


Galileo, Copernicus 
and now Dolly! 


. port for the oral 
industry and for 
nuclear power. Bui 
here are five sugges- 
tions for a govern- 
ment eager to help 
develop toe UK role 
- in the world enter- 
tainment industry. 

One, spend money 
on teaching music in 
schools. This has 
been squeezed 
through the 1960s as 
Hamlsh an unnecessary ha-- 
__ uzy, but from an eco- 

IWcKae nomic point of^ view it 

ought to be part of 
the. core cuxrmulum. 
rm rv «i • It is the basic building 

IDfiJtfriD- . block for a succes^hl 

. pop music industry. 

W lTlTllTlff The relationship be- 

. - . tween the sort of 

.Qrvipci rUrla music that will be 

kXLLl£> tar^in and the sort 

show what 

jjl TTTr •_ tenuous, but h isn’t, 

lilt/ U xv IS The only other coun- 

-t trv. aside from Britain 

gOOd at — and the US, to have 

° significant net exports 

so why not ££^7^ 

invest in 
this kind 

j* n Two, roend money 

01 SUCC6SS? on teaching sport. 

Sport is a “winner 
takes all ” business: 

: being good to average 

may be fun, but it does not capture 
global markets. With a population of 
58 millio n we ongbt to be making a 
more significant impact on the big 
internationally traded sports, (hie 
area where we do, motor raring, 
should be a model for other spoils. 

• Three, spend money on promot- 
ing education for art, fashion and 
design. Thi$ is not big money: just a 
case of feeding small amounts into 
training; to make sure that we extract 
ah the talent latent in the country. 

Four, remove bureaucratic block- 
ages. Nb lastingly successful indus- 
try wiD want, subsidies, but govern-, 
meats- can : unwittingly : damage" 
industries by obstructive bureau- 
cracy. For example: Britain ought to 
be a prime location for filming, and 
ft has been gaining market share. But 
film-makers complain that local 
authorities here are not as helpful as 
they would be in' the US at smooth- 
ing the way for film crews. 

Five, look at tax. That is not an 
incantation to a new Labour gov- 
ernment to do a deal with Sir 
Andrew Upyd Webber. It is to point 
out that the entertainment industry 
is very tax-sensitive and it might 
make more sense to spend a little 
money in tax breaks designed to 
keep the UK industry here rather 


| by Andrew 
[.’■ Marr 

I n the past few days, we have 
lived through a change in 
the human condition as 
momentous as the Copemi- 
can revolution or the split- 
ting of the atom. In the sheepish 
I gaze of Dolly .from Edmburgh, 
awesome possibilities glitter. We 
can imagine, just a little, how it 
must have feh to be a Tbscan 
Jesuit reading Galileo's Dialogue 
on astronomy, ora pious Londoner 
settling down 250 years later with 
a first edition of Origin of Species. 

Ian WDmai, the whisky-sipping, 
hfl^walkmg embryologist who led 
the team at Edinburgh’s Roslin 
Institute winch created DoDy by 
daring, has downplayed the impli- 
cations. You could done humans, he 
admits - “but all of us would find 
fh»t offensive”. 

No doubt But humans will be 
doned, and probably soon. No t 
here - the making of DoDy was a 
great achievement for British sci- 
ence, but the UK is also one of a 
handful of countries with thought- 
through legislation which bans 

human rjn rnng 

Yet if it can be done, it will be 
done. The human instinct to exper- 
iment and explore cannot and will 
not be remed m by legislaiots, com- 
missions or priests. (Ask GaKleo.) 

There are serious difficulties stiu. 
But now tiiat Dr ^hmit and his col- 
leagues have destroyed the assump- 
tion that cells could only beused to 
grow the organs from which they 
came (so that liver ceDsjiroduced 
only the proteins and cells needed 
for livers, and so on, with the rest of 
the penes switched off), the main 

hfl mw to cloning a b irman adult hag 

suddenly fallen. There is noway to 
say tiis nicely. But biologicaDy - not 
intellectually - there is little differ- 
ence between DoDy and the average 
Independent reader. 

We must therefore work on the 
assumption that doned humans wiD ■ 
be orated within a few years and 
start to think through the conse- 
quences. It is not simply that doning 
throws up the possibility of strange 
meetings — ^ gm^ipally irfartifal ., 
farnnahsae^atated by 2P<g40 years f 
- or of the reproduction of partic- 
ularly talented himmn animals , as if 
in a delicate factory. 

goring seems to challenge the 
deep ideas of sel^ identity and soul 
on which human society has relied 
throughout history. Some deny this 
- this week, a Jesuit priest and 
geneticist. Dr Kevin FitzGerald, 
was epotedby the Newlfork Times 
arguing that because humans are 
the remit of their environment, as 
well as their genes, clones would 
have unique souls. 

Yet we are onfyjurt beginning to 
absorb the knowledge of just how 
much of our personalities, choices 
and behaviour are genetically pro- 
grammed In our Sunday paper, 
Tom Wolfe recalled the image of 
Edward O Wilson, the founder of 
socio biology, who described the 



evolution, in that it radically bum- 
bles m ankin d. In religious termi- 
nology, we are both blessed and 
damned: we have the brilliance, 
the biological sperialness, to under- 
stand our own ordinariness. 

It is a glorious paradox. Like 
sociobiology and evolution, doning 
is both a h uman uftimph and an 
undignified moment of. biblogical 
self-recognition. As a species, we 
come from apes. As individnal mem- 
bers of it, we are heaw- 
ily pre-programmed 


Now we can repro- 
duce ourselves with- 
out sex; with a piece of 
our own skin, or hair. 


6 Cloning is 
. a glorious 
paradox: a 


abuse -somet hin g he points out, he 
himself might feel particularly 
strongly as a Jew born in 1934. 
“There is a deep-seated feeling, 
which I myself dare, that one’s 
whole notion of individuality of 
human beams might be lost, with 
quite TinpT Mfirinh ift couaeq uences: if 
you can bank human mateoal, would 
you cease to value human life?” 

In a world where the possibility 
of aborting foetuses with gay genes, 
legal eutbanasa and 
255255 screening for genetic 

inpr ■£ criminality are openly 

, 16 discussed, Shapiro 

KKIS has a point The 

w- a doning of specially 

, " gifted or wealthy peo- 


And why? Partly human triumph pie could be seen as 


waiting to be slipped into developer 
liquid: “The pnnt is the imtividuaTs 
genetic history, over thousands of 
years of evolution and there is not 
much anybody can do about it” 
Many of our moral “choices” axe 
already printed on the hypothalar 
mus and limbic regions of tlw brain. 
- This is the intellectual context 
surrounding the Fitinh mgh break- 
through m d oning : And dnning is 
“Uke” the Copenncan-GaBean rev- 
olution, or Darwin’s discovery of 


because our history a xi__* t_. 
written in DNA, *”31 fi 
which is not unique to . |f|a||| 

humans - we share 
important genes not mm 
simply with sheep, but 
with yeast, for goodness sake. So 
much for die godly relative of angels, 
suspended above mere nature. 

The question is, will it change us? 
Will it release amoral, barbaric 
behaviour? 

In the hostile c amp we can find 
both religious fundamentalists and 
open-eyed liberals, wbo print to this 
century's hideous dabblings with 
eugenics. President Clinton has 
ordered a conarissicp to investigate 
the Edinburgh discovery and, as US 
corporations scrabble to find ways 
of investing in it, pronounces him- 
self “deeply troubled”. - 

In Britain, David Shapiro, execo- 
tive ebainn an of the Numeld Coun- 
cil on Bioethics, argues that eugen- 
ics and embryo research is open to 


that humbles 
mankind^ 


mhlmt ot * ier side of a 
iiuHCS looming Dark Age 

tad 9 for post-Enlighren- 

ment man. It is one 
thing for anonymous 
nature to decide the 
survival of the fittest It is quite 
another for banks or political lead- 
ers to do so. 

. This Bnc of thinking will lead, in 
time, to caBs for a worldwide ban on 
human doning and the withdrawal 
of funds from all such research. But, 
as I have already suggested, this will 
be futile. So perhaps, instead, we will 
have to learn to live with it, as we 
have with the nudear bomb. And 
there is a positive pro-doning ail- 
ment, quite apart from the use to 
medicine of drug-producing ani- 
mals.. The novelist By Weldon, 
whose book The Cloning of Joanna 
May confronted some of the issues, 
thinks of it as an escape from fete. 

“I don’t see that nature has done 
such a good job that we can't 


im p r ove on it ... I think it is rather 
primitive of us to be so fearful of 
ourselves.” She suggests, only half- 
jokingly, that one day, instead of 
rewarding great achievers with peer- 
ages, the government wiD give them 
doning certificates. 

Certainly, the history of science 
gives little cause for optimism 
among thore who would use politi- 
cal authority to ban new thinking, or 
new research. Tom WiBde, the Inde- 
pendent writer who has moved to the 
Wellcome Trust as senior polity 
analyst, points out that the “yuk fee- 
tor” tends to dominate early reac- 
tions to biological advance - but' 
then moral attitudes evolve. For 
instance, until 1950 it was consid- 
ered immoral and was illegal to use 
the corneas of dead people to save 
the sight of tlm living. (The law was 
changed after a campaign by the 
then sdence editor of the DaQy Mir- 
ror.) Now it is considered almost as 
immoral not to cany a donor card. 

In the end. I find it difficult to 
believe that we cannot live with our 


JO? WnpfilkSEllTOlS 

own growing skill. Moral codes can 
depend as well on an understanding 
of own origins, wiring and organic 
connection with the rest of the liv - 
ing world, as on older, fiercely con- 
tested bclieis about divinity and fete. 
Sdence can make you humble as 
well as arroganq rchgion can make 
you arrogant as well as bumble. 

Galileo, after all, was considered 
a heretical menace to feith and 
morality -the sentence passed by the 
Inquisition was only finally retracted, 
in October 1992. And Charles Dar- 
win was thought to be a herald of the 
death of human dignity. 

But we have somehow survived 
even our own growing understand- 
ing. Soon, the first human created 
from a piece of skin will be horn. 
And the world wiU seem to shudder 
a little, and spin cm. And we win find 
the world a little more extraor- 
dinary than it seemed the day 
before, and cany on too, mixing our 
genes with the help of music, alco- 
hol and eye-contact, rather than 
needles and pe tri-dishes. 


Hey, big spenders, this can’t go on 

Britain cannot afford fiscal luxuries until the damage done to its finances has been repaired 



/ /~r abour’s tax bombshell" 
| .turned out to be the Gon- 
JL-Jservatives’ lethal weapon in 
the last general election campaign. So 
comforted is the Government by -the 
memory of what arousing voters’ fears 
of Labour tax increases accomplished 
last. time around that it would like to 
do so again. 

Its problem is that it cannot take 
direct aim. New Labour has gone to 
enormous lengths to shed the party’s 
old tax-and-spend image, with some 
success. More important, there is the 
embarrassing matter of the tax 
increases the Government itself 
. imposed right after the last election- 
It ran scarcely make the same pledge 

again without stretching credul ity. 

• The Conservatives have therefore 
resorted to vague allusions to jam at 
some stage weD after election day, 

combined with a sweetener in the friom 

of a penny off income tax on 1 April 
Drang the next Conservative term, we 
are told, the basic rate of income tax 
would fell to 20p in the pound, and 
capital gams tax and inheritance tax 
would be abolished— when affordable. 
After all. we are talking about the party 
of prudent economic management 
So pr udent, m fecL that the National 
Debt has doubled since John Major 
(warm nrimft minister, and for the 
past two Budgets Kenneth Clarke has 
tufa to postpone the date when he 
jfepects government spending -and 


revenues to be in balance. This record 
makes the Government’s tax-cutting 
pledges as trustworthy .as a .penspn 
salesman’s patter when he promises 
you a retirement spent on a cruise strip. 

Despite the penny reduction in the 
basic rate of income tax last year and 
this, the share of tax revenues in die 
economy has risen by just over 1 per 
cent of GDP since die last election. 
That is equivalent to £7.5bn; or more 
than 4p on income tax. 

Privately, Conservative politicians 

will admit that mistakes were made 
prior to May 1992, retaining this dose 
of unpleasant medicine afterwards. 
Although they cannot say so publicly, 
they distance themselves from the 

earner.tax bribes. _ 

■ Disowning recent history is meant 
to make it plam that there is a new era 
-of responsible economic manage- 
ment. The implication is that when the 
next Conservative government 
resumes Its tax-cutting agenda, it w31 

deliver lower- taxes that last. 

This . agenda will look very plausi- 
ble during the- next few months. The 
latest figures for government bor- 
rewing; me shortfall between income 
and expenditure, we re sur prisingly 
good. The economy is expanding fast 
enough for tax revenues to flood into 
the Exchequer’s coffers for some 
time- Whoever forms the next gov- 
ernment wifl inherit an unexpectedly, 
good position in the short term. 



by Diane Coyle 



But any post-elec tiOQ tax cuts 
would be ephemeral. By the time the 
next recession comes along the gov- 
ernment finances win require more 
painful corrective surgery. Either 
higher taxes or spending cuts are nec- 
essary now in order to put them on a 
sound and sustainable footing, to 
borrow two of the Ghancefior’s 
favourite adjectives. For if there is any 
lime when the government should be 
running a budget surplus, it is now, 
after five years of economic recovery. 
Instead, last year ft was in the red to 
the tune of nearly one-twentieth of 
national output. 

In his Dkiumary of Received Ideas, 

. Gustave Flaubert set out a taxonomy 
of conventional wisdom. His entry for 
Budgets was short: “They never bal- 
ance." This 19th century compla- 
ceacy anticipated the Keynesian econ- 
omists’ view that government 
borrowi ng is a good thing. It pumps 
up the economy, permits growth in 
- public expenditure; and, besides; 
reducing ft is difficult 

But politicians, backed tty exp er t 
opinion, have rediscovered fiscal 
orthodoxy. Over the course of a busi- 
ness cycle the government should 
not bonow too much. Some would say 
that its budget should actually balance 
over the course of several years. 

It is the esroerience of massive bor- 
rowing that has prompted this swing 
in opinion; Britam ? s doubled national 


debt has made interest payments the 
fourth biggest category of public 
spending. High levels of government 
borrowing have led to interest rates 
much higher than they would other- 
wise need to be. There is a danger of 
falling into a vicious cirde of having 
to borrow more simply to meet debt 
interest payments, a trap the Italian 
governm ent has fallen into. 

One independent economist, Mar- 
tin Whale at the National Institute for 
Economic and Social Research, has 
called for an improvement through 
higher taxes of up to £14bn - more 
than 7p on income tax - in the gov- 
ernment's financial position to get 
back to a sustainable path. Tbe Chan- 
cellor tried yesterday to divert atten- 
tion to holes in Labour’s fina n cial 
plans, but tbe problem is of the Gov- 
ernment’s own making. 

Much as we would all like to pay 
less tax, it is a luxury that should not 
even be discussed until the fmandal 
damage has been repaired. Then 
would be the time to investigate the 
Conservative view that a shrinking tax 
burden is desirable. For the time 
being, it is not remotely sensible. 

A prudent Chancellor would set 
improving finances in the run-up to 
the general election against their 
inevitable worsening later. The Con- 
servatives have not found a way of bal- 
ancing the books that has somehow 
escaped the Opposition’s notice. 


Renewing vour home insurance 

C 1 t. 

in Februan or March ? 


If you are 
50 or over, 
you could 
save with 
Saga - call 
us NOW 

You will know bow expensive 
home insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 
or over you can benefit-from 
SAGA Home Insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to 
mature, responsible people 
like you. 

SAGA Home Insurance could 
offer yon genuine savings 
over other policies, while 
giving you cover that fully 
protects your home and 
possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If -you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 
2 months of taking out 
SAGA Home Insurance, we 
will refund you the difference. 


SAf^A 414525 
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Services Ltd ID2710 
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Sega Services Lid would like to send you information atom other Sqp 
products md ictviea and stay paa on your detailt to other Sa&» 
c ompan ies for ihh propose. 


• Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

• Discounts for 
home security 

■ Free pen with your 
quotation 

Call as today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have on 
SAGA Home Insurance. 

0800 
414 525 

quoting reference 

ID2710 
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Austin Wright 


Austin Wright found his lan- 
guage as a sculptor in the forms 
of plants, in the human figure 
» ami in the folds of the Yorkshire 
| landscape. 

I He was brought up in 
Cardiff, of English Quaker par- 
ents. and although there were 
youthful stirrings of a desire to 
become a sculptor, he never- 
theless took an orthodox route 
and read Modern Languages 
[ at New College. Oxford, and 
I trained to become a teacher. His 
first postin g., at The Downs, near 
Malvern, in 1934, set him in a 
school which was unique for its 
freedom of expression - Wit, 
Auden taught English; the art 
master, Maurice Feild, brought 
an exhibition of Dada to the 
school. The painter Patrick 
George, then a pupil, recalled 
that on Sundays “we remem- 
bered we were a Quaker school 
and sat in silence on rush- 
r covered chains for what seemed 
a very long time’'. When not tak- 
ing French and German lessons, 
Wright taught painting and 
sculpture at The Downs; and, as 
[ a gesture to his friend and 
[ colleague, acted as witness at 
Auden's wedding in Malvern 
to Thomas Mann's daughter 
r Erika. 

! In 1037 WHght moved to 
| York, the city and county that 
I became his home for the rest of 
[ his life. While teaching modem 
languages at Booth am School 
{ during the day, be taught art in 
the evenings, and felt ms way as 
a sculptor. He approached 
| Hemy Moore for advice and en- 
couragement, and recalled be- 
{ mg told, quite bluntly, just to get 
on with it. Moore gave him a 
practical tip - that the edge of 
a piece of broken glass was 
good for finishing curved sur- 
faces. There are echoes of 
' both Moore and Barbara Hep- 
I worth in Wight's early figure 


In 1947, the English photogra- 
pher Ursula Powys-Lybbe set 
off for the Australian outback. 
Fresh from a career as a 
portraitist of London high so- 
ciety. she offered tfaeservices of 
[ her aptly titled “Touring Cam- 
j era” to the isolated home- 
steaders of the bush country. 
Uninhibited by her surround- 
ings, she provided home por- 
L traiture with panache for those 
who had long since abandoned 1 , 

urbanity. 

j Travelling and living in her" 
unwieldy but rugged ex-army 
| Dodge command car, Powys- 
j Lybbe enjoyed an idyll of free- 
l dbm. With her partner, the 
Australian broadcaster Care 
Mitchell, she delighted in the 
unconventional] ty of her life, 
and exulted in her indepen- 
dence. In the bush, she discov- 
ered an eerie world. The 
mysterious landscape of the 
outback contrasted fantastical- 
ly with the stolidness of the 
draped drawing-rooms-which, 
decades out of date, and forever 
English, presented themselves 
daily to her camera. 

Out and about with her 
l Rolleiflex when the portrait 
( sessions were over, Powys- 
f Lybbe made an Australian doc- 
umentary which was cogent 
and assured. The skeletal forms 
of dead gum trees, robust fann- 
ers seen in silhouette across the 
sheep range, the tawdry facades 


| One important area of Christo- 
pher Holder's work which Alan 
! Borg's otherwise excellent obit- 
juaiv [19 February] did not 
| adequately reflect is ins contri- 
bution to liturgical scholarship, 
I writes David Chadd. 
j The majority of Holder’s 
I published papers, and many of 
! his most perceptive reviews, 
, were within this field. This was 
t an area to which be devoted 


sculpture, but gradually the 
tall, attenuated, skeletal forms 
that became characteristic of 
Wright developed, and these be- 
gan to set him apart from his 
contemporaries. 

As a conscientious objector, 
Wright remained in Yorkshire 
during the Second World Wir, 
continuing to teach at Bootham 
when the school was evacuated 
to He lms ley. This lengthy con- 
tact with the North Riding 
landscape was the beginning of 
a lifelong romance with the 
lulls and valleys of his adopted 

county. 

Wnght did what he could as 
an artist in the English 
provinces after the war to make 
London sit up and take notice. 
He exhibited small lead figure 
groups in Cork Street, and 
hoped for more exposure there; 
he took part in the LCC 
Holland Park Sculpture Exhi- 
bition in 1957 and was includ- 
ed in a British Council touring 
exhibition to Scandinavia and 
South America, where he won 
the Acquisition Prize at the 
Sao Paulo Biennale. He was no- 
ticed in particular by Charles 
Sewter, who wrote in the Man- 
chester Guardian in 19S5: Tt 
would not be outrageous, far 
from it, to claim that Austin 
Wright is the most gifted sculp- 
tor working in Britain today.” 

Perhaps because he dogged- 
ly refused to move to London 
- he had married and had a 
young family by now -Wight’s 
work tended to evade the con- 
centrated focus of the London 
art world. He began to have oth- 
er priorities, which would not 
be helped by dose contact with 
the mainstream. After a brief 
but productive period of melt- 
ing figures from concrete, 
Wright discovered in the early 
1960s the sculptural potential of 

al uminium 


It had many advantages, 
among them extreme ductility 
which allowed thinner, more ap- 
parently fragile forms. And it 
was cheap, light to use and car- 
ry. Being released from the 
earthbound materials of lead 
and concrete was for Wight Eke 
being sprung into the air. Tt 
projects its lightness” he said of 
ahmunium. “It speaks out to any 
form of light in toe sky. Game 
out into the garden and it chirps 
in a startling way.” 

During this period Wight 
took a renewed interest in plant 
forms, most productively when 
he was Gregory FeQaw in Sculp- 
ture at Leeds University, 1961- 
62, and in another characteristic 
motif based on toe relationship 
of the human hip and torso. 
These sources naturally inter- 
mingled, reaching mature ex- 
pression la Moon (1962, Leeds 
Gty Ait Galleries) and Ring and 
Wail (1964, Bretton Hall Col- 
lege). Other work simply re- 
flected his joy ax being alive. He 
windmflled his nmw and gave a 
whoop of joy toe moment be 
heard that he had fold a major 
work to an American collector 
- that whoop became Ring, a 
sculpture that could only pos- 
sibly be made in aluminium so 
delicate, so fleering that, like a 
soap-bubble or the gesture - 
Wright spontaneously flung out 
that day in 1965, it practically 
isn’t there. 

Wright’s sculpture was made 
not in a studio - there was no 
such place - but in the bam 
and long garden behind his 
house outside York. From toe 
chaos in toe bam ideas for elo- 
quent, elemental forms ap- 
peared. The ring form, for 
example, evolved to toe scale of 
toe monumental Two Rings 
(1975-77), sited briefly but 
majestically on toe Yorkshire 
Moors above Helmsley until it 


was cut down and stolen for 
scrap. 

HiS garden became Wright’s 
primary source of inspiration. 
He drew there incessantly, mak- 
ing sheet after sheet of broad. 
Open drawings of the form of 
toe laurel leaf or of his apple 
trees which developed as ma- 
terial for sculpture. When York 
University awarded him an 
Honorary Degree in 1977, he 
made, extempore, a speech that 
defined his passion for the 
Yorkshire landscape; 

It is die one place that . I needed to 
return to to weak. I could take all the 
journeys to fabled Shiraz and 
Samarkand without meaning- 1 am 
no tourist. Ir is here, 1 have always 
believed that, artistically, the real 
thing is under your feet. 

Despite his 6Qyear immersion 
among the people and inflexions 
of Yorkshire, Wright always re- 
tained a Welsh lilt to his voice, 
and WI& turns of phrase: “Let’s 
have a look-see,” he would say 
as he opened an old sketch-book. 
If he had been in the thick of the 
national art world in the 1950$ 
and 1960s (and there are those 
in Yorkshire who have ritually 
mourned that - ), the Austin 
Wright we now knowwould not 
have existed. Those rare, febrile 
plant forms, those noble rings 
would have become too know- 
ing, too concerned with speak- 
ing an international language to 
have preserved them innocence. 

Discovering Wright has been 
like discovering evidence of a 
whole new school of art devel- 
oping in parallel with the known 
world, a new country on a new 
morning. 

James Hamilton 

AustinAndrew Wight, sculptor 
bom Chester 4 June 1911 ; mar- 
ried 1945 Susan Midgley (one 
son,twodaugftters);duriyb&22 
February 1997. 





An Image of Iflgh Society exactly suited to the times Powys-lybbe’s 
Lady Maty lygptr, 1937 Photograph: National Portrait Gallery 


of small towns -all were objects 
of her curiosity. 

Looking through the pages of 
her family photograph album 
in 1986, "Ursula Powys-Lybbe 
remembered her girlhood as 
a glowing time of vitality and 


comradeship. From toe yel- 
lowing snapshots emerged a 
seductive portrait of a secure 
and gracious world. It was a 
childhood utopia, and one 
to which her photographs 
continuously referred, through- 


out her long and successful 
career. 

During a life which involved 
much roaming - to Egypt in toe 
Thirties, to Australia after the 
Second World Whr-she dong 
tenaciously to the structure and 
order of family photography. 
Eschewing toe due of a nattily 
decorated studio in Bond Street 
or Berkeley Square/ by the 
mid-Thirties, she had become 
itineran t. As tin; Tfouring Cam- 
era”, she became adept at pho- 
tographing Society at Home. To 
the satisfaction of both por- 
trayer and portrayed, her visits 
to country estates and town 
mansions produced pictures 
of lives untrammelled by exi- 
gency, untroubled by moderni- 
ty. Strong chins, aquiline noses, 
and a profusion of handsome 
pets dominate this early work. 
Heady with an ominous part- 
nering of glamour and power, 
her characters inhabit a secret 
•and exclusive world. 

Powys-Lybbe was unknown 
within the constellation of 
British avant-garde photography 
in the Thirties. While Beaton 
persuaded Cunards and Sitwells 
to gyrate to his commands, and 
Dorothy WD ding turned starlets 
into madonnas of desire, Powys- 
Lybbe was content to allow her 
sitters to position themselves 
among favourite objects, in 
their everyday clothes. When 
she walked into the offices of 



‘No tourist 1 : Wright's Aquarius 


Photograph: Jerry.Hard man- Jones 


Ursula Powys-Lybbe 


Christopher Hohler 


himself throughout his life and 
in which he made himself an un- 
rivalled master. It was as if me- 
dieval liturgical history, with its 
formidable technical difficulties 
and its vast array of sources, po- 
tentially touching upoQ every 
part of intellectual and imagi- 
native life, offered both the son 
of challenge which he needed 
and the promise of the richest 
insights. 


Each of his articles contained 
enough allusive reference to 
source material to provide toe 
meat for four or five papers by 
lesser scholars. Some of his 
Lasting contribution to toe sub- 
ject was more real than appar- 
ent. being chiefly in the 
encouragement of others' work. 

In 1952 he was elected to 
membership of the Henry Brad- 
shaw Society, which has exist- 


ed since 1890 to publish editions 
of rare liturgical texts, and from 
1954 until his death he served 
on its Council. In a number of 
toe society’s volumes he was 
effectively a collaborating edi- 
tor, and one at least would 
not have appeared had he not, 
with typical self-effacement, 
dropped what he was doing and 
mastered its own material with 
sufficient thoroughness to put 


the Ibtler in 1937, with a com- 
posite portrait of Lady Mary 
Lygon which showed not only 
womanly beauty but also some 
Of toe most appealing aspects of 
being rich, the magazine 
promptly commisaoned her to 
produce a series. To her great 
delight, it ran until the outbreak 
of war. Modish and stylish 
' (though highly traditional hr 
outlook), the photographspre-r 
seated an image of HI^ Soci- 
ety which was exactly suited to 
the times. Modem, but without 
challenge to the states quo, 
sitters gazed from their portraits 
invulnerable in their own 
fashionabflity. 

During the war she joined the . 
WAAF and took part in pho- 
tographic interpretationat 
Medmenbam, identifying 96.-, 
virtually all - of tfie V-l flying- 
bomb launching rites, an expe- 
rience she later described in The 
Eye of Intelligence, published in 
1983. 

After the war, Powys-Lybbe 
returned to portraiture with 
undiminished enthusiasm. Im- 
patient with post-war cultural 
angst, she eagerly seized new 
opportunities. As plain Ursula 
Powys, she happily abandoned 
Mayfair salons for the bushland 
erf New South ^fcles, where she 
had originally travelled to join 
her recently wed husband. 
When the marriage swiftly fell 
. apart, she embarked on new 


it into shape. His own pro- 
posed magnum opus for the so- 
ciety - a new critical edition of 
the Sarum Ordinal - foundered 
(he claimed) when he finally 
realised that he would never 
get to see the most geographi- 
cally far-flung of its 200 or so 
manuscript sources. 

But that piece of perfection- 
ist diffidence, when lightly 
scratched, revealed an asion- 


photographic projects, along 
with Clare Mitchell, who bad 
interviewed her on toe radio. 

It was unfortunate that her 
eventual return to England in 
toe late 1950s coincided with toe 
collapse of studio portraiture in 
Britain. It was not until she was 
in her seventies that her work 
was again seen io public. Show- 
ing fr the National Museum of 
Photography^ Women Pho- 
tographers exhibition in 1986, 
the style and subject-matter of 
her work became toe subject 
of energetic debate. A buoyant, 
confident and irascible woman, | 
she furiously opposed all 
attempts to place her work 
within a feminist context 
. In her Thirties photography. 
Ursula Powys-Lybbe created a 
compelling picture of an Eng- 
lish Dream. Mirage-like now, 
toe young men and ladies of her 
portraits are without ambiva- 
lence. Through toe lens of her ! 
camera, their aspirations, their i 
vanities, their pleasures and 
their achievements are eter- 
nally celebrated. With her ad- 
miring and innocent gaze, she 
created an elegy for elegance. 

Vai Williams , 

Ursula Margot Powys-Lybbe, 1 
photographer bom Streatley, 
Berkshire 27 November 1910; 
married 1947 Druce Buckland ; 
died Danehill, Sussex 13 January 
1997. - 


ishingfy extensive and detailed 
knowledge which could only 
have been acquired though 
thousands of patient hours 
spent in making transcriptions 
and notes (iris archive is leg- 

logtfher into a senes of breato- 
takingiy imaginative and intri- 
cate patterns, each to be tested 
against his larger view of the 
medieval mind. 


Tony WiUi ams 


jazz musicians tend to regard 
drummers as a noesaiy evfl- 
A quintet might be described 

asfonsistiiigoffcM^mua^ 

and a drummer. More gooa 
jazz performances have been 
rumedby loud drummers than 
they have even by banjo 

^Occasionally the genius 
comes along who P""!* Jf 

rule -Jo Jones, Dave^u^, 

Buddy Rich, 

Joe Jones, Tbny WOxras. TJese 
men were ail drummers whose 
craftsmanship and instinct for 
the music transcended those ot 
the horn players and pianists 
who would normally be more 
sensitive. Of thwe perhaps 
Buddy Rich and Tbny Williams 
stood out as superoaturals. 

Williams was an intuitive ac- 
companist whose work in that 
respect has correctly and often 
been described as astounding. 
Like Buddy Rich he was at 
home at Ughtning tempos and 
his accuracy at speed remained 
without flaw. He eschewed the 
customaiy accenting of alternate 

beats with the hi- hat cymbals 
and instead rebuilt toe whole 
technique his own way. He 
largely abandoned convention- 
al playing early on, and con- 
sidered that it wasn’t important 
for a drummer to keep time, al- 
ways toe first consideration in 
other branches of jazz. His solo 
playing was unusually expressive 
and full of drama. 

For no particular reason, 
good drummers are often small 
men. Tony Williams certainly 
was, and yet he was so power- 
ful that be was able to influence 
and direct toe playing of one of 
the greatest of all jazz figures, 
toe trumpeter Miles Davis. 

Anthony Wifliams, as he was 
known when he first came to 
fame, was born in Chicago, but 
moved with his parents to 
Boston when he was about two 
years old. He became a child 
prodigy of the drums, beginning 
to play when be was nine. His 
father, a saxophonist, took him 
to sit in with the bands at toe 
local jazz clubs, and by the 
time he was 11 he visited the 
clubs on his own. 

**My father wanted me to 
play, but my mother didn’t go 
for it. In a way he opposed my 
being a professional musician. 
He never tried to discourage 
me, but he didn't want me to go 
too far into it that it hurt me in 
my school studies. I was never 
there - or I was there but I 
wasn’t doing the work. That was 
in 1962.1 was working with Sam 
Rivers." ; 

Williams had begun his stud- 
ies with another drummer, Alan 
Dawson (who later became the 
drummer in the Dave Brubeck 
Quartet and taught at Berklee 
College of Music), while he was 
still at junior high school. 
Williams was hardly into his 
teens when he began working 
with Sam Rivers, a radical, po- 
tent and severely undervalued 
jazz rmisrian wbo played all the 
saxophones and later, like 
Williams himself, was to join 
Miles Davis (by then at 
Williams’s recommendation). 

Williams had just turned 17 
when he sat in with the alto sax- 
ophonist Jackie McLean (yet 
another Davis alumnus) in 
Boston. McLean was so im- 
pressed that he asked toe drum- 
mer to join his quintet in New 
York. It was when McLean’s 
band played a concert in toe 
spring of 1963 that Miles Davis 
nisi heard him. Davis recalled 
the occasion as being rather 
moving: “I beard this great lit- 
tle 17-year-old drummer who 
was working with Jackie 
McLean, named Tbny Williams, 
who just blew my fucking mind 
he was so bad [Le. good]. Man, 
just hearing that little mother- 
fucker made me excited all 
over again. Trumpet players 
love to play with great drum- 
mers and I could definitely 
hear right away thatthis was go- 
ing to be one of the baddest 
motherfuckers who had ever 
played aset of drums. Tbny was 
my first choice." 

After confirming his opinion 


williams with Fhilly Joe 
moved swiftly to 

Kv The impact onto 

Davis hand was i^anj, “s^s 

acknowledged: • • ■ to <h«c- 

Son the band re- 
volved around Tony . 

Williams had man) 1 revolu- 
tionary ideas and k ^ 

a ssaai 

f"m C Sd a ratoIcss 
respect). He also loved tomu- 
sic of John Coltranc and of 
those musicians who were pre- 
pared to take chances, even if 
it meant wrong notes or musi- 
cal disaster. For this reason 
Williams felt animosity awards 
Davis’s cautious but gtoy tenor 
saxophonist George Coleman, 
and warfare broke out in the 
band between them until Cole- 
man, perhaps wisely, decided to 
stand no more and left. 

When Williams had joined, 
Davis’s most innovative and 
effective rhythm section ever, 
consisting ot the pianist Herbie 
Hancock, bassist Ron Carter 
and Williams, had come to- 
gether. It criss-crossed the 
world with Davis and his bril- 
liant tenor sax player Wayne 
Shorter over toe next four years 
as the band played and record- 
ed some of toe most potent and 
influential music of the second 
half of toe century. Albums like 
Fillesde Kilimanjaro ( 1968) and 
In a Silent Wax (1*69) were part 
of a library of classics built up 
for Columbia. They also super- 
intended toe beginning and the 
best of electronic music in jazz, 
as Williams became, along with 
toe composer and bandleader 
Gil Evans, one of the main 
authorities on Davis's music. 

Williams and Hancock want- 
ed to lead groups of their own. 
so they left Davis at the end of 
1968. “It had been a great 
learning experience for every- 
one," said Davis. “Although it 
was hard for me when they left 
me, it realty was time for all of 
us to move on. Wfc left each oth- 
er in a positive place and that’s 
all yon can ask for.” 



'The baddest’: WHiams In 1968 

Photograph: Val Wttmer 

Williams formed a trio, life- 
time, with, the guitarist John 
McLaughlin and toe organist 
Larry Young. He began to 
record for the Blue Note label 
in an association which was to 
last until his death. Although it 
survived far sane time. Lifetime 
was not commercially success- 
ful. Williams's penchant at this 
time was for heavily amplified 
guitar and rock rhythms. After 
a couple of years away from jazz, 
Williams formed another band 
in 1975, but this too proved not 
to be durable. 

In 1976 Williams. Wayne 
Shorter and Herbie Hancock 
came together again in a group 
which they called VSOP. They 
reformed sporadically over the 
years and in between Williams 
also played and recorded with 
Sonny Rollins, Hank Jones, 
^tynton Marsalis and bands of 
his own. 

He became more ambitious 
and began writing for his bands, 
and by the time he recorded his 
Neptune suite in 1991 he was be- 
coming a composer of some 
merit. 

Steve Voce 

Anthony Williams, drummer and 
bandleader bom Chicago 12 
December 1945; married; died 
Daly City, California 23 
February 1997. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


, BIRTHS 

j MASH: On 21 January IW, al Si 
Man's Paddington, in ramiH.i (nre 
> dc Sousa Turner) and Julian, a son. 
I Ham- Edmund Vcre, a brother for 
! Chrisiabe] and James. 

| DEATHS 

■ ROWNTREE: Kenneth. (Painter), on 
j -1 February, in bis 82nd year. Bdovtd 
husband of Diana, tidier of Adam and 
Sasha. Kenneth left bis body lo med- 

• ical science. A celebration of his life 
will be held al the Unncnatv at 

• Newcastle in Match. 01434 653626. 

; Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
' MARRIAGES & DEATHS may be sent 
. in writing to the Gazette EditocTbe In- 
| dependent, I Cauda Square, Canary 
: Whart London E14 5DL. telephoned lo 
. 0(71.293 2812 or fined » 0171-29320101 
: Charges are £630 a line fVAT extra). 


: ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mf A. G. Houston 
and Miss L. L. Gregory 

The engagement is announced be- 
tween Alasdair, only so a of Mz and 

Mrs A. Houston, of Gretna Green, 
Dumfries and Galloway, and Lucy, 
eldest daughter of Mr and Mis N. 
Gregory, of Appin, Argyll. 

Birthdays 

Lord Bridge of Harwich, a former 
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary, 80: Mr 
Peter Carter-Ruck, solicitor, 83; Mr 
Johnny Cash, singer, 65; Sir Peter 
Cazalet, deputy chairman, GKN, 
68: Mr Antoine “Fats" D omino, 
singer. 69; Mr David Edgar, play- 
wright, 49; Sir Donald Forquharson. 
a former Lord Justice of Appeal, 69; 
Sir James Golds mith, MEP and 
fewnder of [he Referendum Party, 64; 
Dr Baa! GrecnhiU, Chairman, Cen- 
tre for Maritime Historical Studies, 
Exeter Univereity, 77; Professor 
Noreen Murray, Professor of Mole- 
cular Generics, Edinburgh University, 

igAWBJUIto GMaMt Uo, Loafed SWLIh 
PriM IM TKiUesL BrtOdiX^nl^ HdOob- 
BE Cnwctf. Aiafr Lanin Mfa> 

Ctofate-.l4 am j W , lt dBC» 
oca Can Oan Lnln WCI: ad « w — >■ ik 
BOO* BWUi Lid <%pfcabual Cofcge Pt* Hod 
tuadiaw nd p tL u .u a « m.J i w IbcUnb- 

Haul. Aik lot London WL rrtun Mm 
VnL hwi e<Ktt Kmc RuMBira Hud. 


62; Miss Sandie Shaw, singer, 50; Mr 
Everton Weeks s, cricketer. 72. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Victor-Marie Hugo, author, 
1802; WflHam Frederick Cody (“Buf- 
falo BUT), showman, 1846. Deaths: 
Roger fl. King of Sicily, 1154; Sir 
Harry Lauder (MacLennan), come- 
dian, 1950. On this day: the Bank of 
England issued the first one-pound 
note, 1797. Tbday is the Feast Day of 
St Alexander of Alexandria. St Nes- 
tor of Magydus, St Porphyry of Gaza 
and St Victor or Vitae the Hamit. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Sally 
Dormer, "Medieval Altar Pieces”, 
230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Fred Onon and Grisel- 
da Pollock. “How is the Soda! His- 
tory of An to be Written Now?", 
630pm. 

Institute of Economic Aflfcin, Lon- 
don SW1: Dr Nicholas Bair, “Pri- 
vatising Student Loans: a concrete 
proposal”. 630pm. 


Asylum seekers entitled to support from local councils 
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Regina r Westminster City 
Council and others, er parte A 
and others; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Woolf, Master of the Rolls, 
Lord Justice Waite, Lord Jnstice 
Hemy) 17 febraaiy 1997 

Asylum seekers who were ex- 
cluded by recent legislation 
from rights to public bousing 
or social security benefits were 
nonetheless entitled to apply to 
local authorities for relief un- 
der section 21(1) of the National 
Assistance Act 1948 if as a 
result of their plight they were 
“in need of care and attention" 
which was not otherwise 
available to them. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed appeals by Westminster 
C5 ty Council, Lambeth London 
Borough Council, Hammer- 
smith and Ftdham London Bor- 
ough Council and toe Secretary 
of State for Health, and af- 
firmed the decision of Mr Jus- 
tice Collins on 8 October 1996, 
granting the four applicants, re- 
ferred to only as A, I* M and X, 
jucfirial review of (kriskms ty die 


councils refusing them assis- 
tance under section 21(1) of toe 
1 948 Act (as amended by the Lo- 
cal Government Act 1972, the 
Housing (Homeless Persons) 
Act 1977, toe Children Act 1989 
and the National Health Service 
and Community Care Act 1990). 

Section 21 provided; 

(1) Subject io and In accordance widi 
the provisions of this ftrt of the Act 
a local authority may with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of State, and 
to such extent as be may direct, 
make arrangements for providing; 
(a) residential accommodation for 
persons aged IS or over who by rea- 
son of age, illness, disability or any 
other dren instances are in need of 
care and attention which is not 
available to them , , , 

The applicants were asylum 
seekers from Iraq, Romania, Al- 
geria and China. None of them 
claimed asylum at toe point of 
entry: Under the Asylum and 
Immigration Act 1996 they were 
□ot entitled to eitber public 


LAW REPORT 

26 February 1997 

housing assistance under Part HI 
of toe Housing Act 1985 or to 
sodal security benefits such as 
income support and bousing 
benefit. Nor were they allowed 
to take employment It was ac- 
cepted that they might receive 
treatment from the National 
Health Service. ^ The question was 
whether they were also entitled 
to relief under section 2l(l)(a). 
MichadBdaffQCwith CBve Janes (C 
Wilson, Westminster) and with Nigel 
Giffin (C. T Mahoney, Hammersmith, 
and J. Curran. Lambeth) for the 
axatokNigdPfemb^QC and Steven 
Km-ats (Treasury Solicitor) far the 
Health Secretary as interested party, 
David i\tnrackQC and Stepf ten Knaf- 
fler (Clore& Co) for the applicants. 

Lord Woolf MR said the 1996 
Act did not refer to section 21 
of toe 1948 Act and thus left in- 
tact toe applicants’ rights, if any 

under that section. The 194s 
Act replaced 350 years of the 


Poor Law and was a prime ex- 
ample of an Act which was “al- 
Accordingly, it 
should be construed by con- 

IS?*, updat “« its wording 
to allow for changes since the 
Act was written. 

The councils argued that the 

to provide monev or ac- 
^odauon for th^e who 
needed «t per*, but for those 

Asylum seekers needs were 
for food and accommodation 
not for care and attention and 
consequently, ihe councils 

— not avail 
themselves of section 21 ( 1 ) 

but for the 

n 0 t ,' or y provisions did 
noujiial- 

** " havm S a PWhkmwhta 


resulted in their needing care 
and attention. 

One of their problems was 
that they had fo slecpiougji and 
go without food. That could 
bring about illness and dsi- 
ability which could result in 
their needing care and attention 
“which is not otherwise avail- 
able to them”. 

pie destitute condition to 
which asylum seekers couW be 
reduced as a rasult-of the 1996 
Act coupled with the period of 
time which it took for their ap- 
plications to be decided, meant 
inevitably that they could fall 
within a class that local au- 
thorities could property regard 
as being persons whose needs 
they had a responsibility to 
meet under section 21(l)(a). 

However, section 21(1) was 
not a safety net on which any- 
one who was short of money or 
accommodation could rety. It 
was for the local authority to de- 
ride whether each applicant 
qualified. 

Paul Magratb, Baafe&r 
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^Infor ma tion professionals rank 
Financial Times Information as the most 
important UK business i nformation provider” 
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Union up for sale as era of discount houses reaches end 

-• • • ... ttlC IVWCl’ 


JRI Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Union, once one of the most 
prestigious financial institutions 
in the City, is up for sale amid 
expectations of substantial job 
losses at the company which 
made its reputation as a dis- 
count house. 

One of the names in the 
frame to buy what remains of 
Uoion is Joseph Lewis, the 
reclusive millionaire who owns 


the Christie’s auctioneers, who* 
already has a 24 per cent stake. 

Graeme Knox, a non-execu- 
tive director who is taking over 
temporarily as chairman of 
Union, said the company had 
received several unsolicited bid 
approaches over the last few 
weeks and was pursuing discus- 
sions with the interested parries, 
which he declined to name. 

The bid talks helped push 
Union's languishing share price 
.up from 86Jp to 95p. 


The company, which has 
warned it expects to make an 
operating loss in 1996 of £L7nu 


;ed 

it 


is reorganising ' the top znan- 
mdei 


agement George Blunder the 
son of a former Dfeontv Gov- 


ernor of the Bank or England, ' 
uefe 


will leave as group chief exec- 
utive at the end.of the week 
along with Ian Martin, the 
group’s finance-director. . :• 

Mr Blunden’s sudden de- 
parture follows his . own 
attempts to dean dp' union’s 


tusmesssince he was , 
in 1992 from Whrburg’s 
bouse. • 

_ The discount houses arespe- 
dalist hanks that have tradi- 
tionally had a monopoly on 
daily dealings with the Bank-of 
England in bills of ^change'. 
The Bank uses these dealings to 
set interest-rates; ■ ! * ' 

But the Bank is radically re- 
' smicturing the way k sets- in- 
• terest rates and ts ending the 
'privileged posttionof the City's 


discount houses by opening up 
dealings in short-term money 
market instruments to a wide 
range of b^nks,- building soci- 
eties and securities firms of 
UK! or continental ownership. 
■- Union, which dropped Dis- 
count from its name a few years 
ago: has told the Bank it does 
hot intend to-maintaio its once 
privileged dealing portion after 
3 March, and will wind down its 
positions over the next few 
weeks.’ 


It is also in advanced discus- 
sions about selling its Glasgow- 
based equity market-maker 
Aitken Campbell. 

Mr Knox said he would accel- 
erate the current, strategy of 
building fee-based businesses 
and withdrawing from propri- 
etary trading ones. Union will 
be left with two main business, 
Union Fund Management and 
Union CAL, a derivatives 
broker. * 

“The remaining parts of 


Union which have had, at best, 
a volatile profits record win be 
progressively dosed dowound 
the assets realised to an orderly 
fashion,” Union said. 

This leaves substantial scope 
for job losses from the firm, 
which is still shackled to the 
somewhat grandious group 
Structure which derived from its 
roots as a discount house. 

“We are therefore taking 
steps to reduce substantially the 
running costs of Union whieh. 


of necessity, enuul tin. 
table departure of many able 
and conscientious people for 
whom there is no longer a 
role.” Union said. 

Mr Knox declined to give 
further details of how many of 
Unions 170 employees would 
be affected by the restructuring 

although yesterday he begun u 
50- dav consultation programme 
with employees ahead of what 
is expected to be .* "substantial 

programme of redundancies . 


Nat West paints 


cautious picture 



Jfll Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


NatWest painted a cautious 
outlook for 1998 as it an- 
nounced pre-tax profits of 
£1.12bn In 1996 down from 
£1.75bn. The bank also put an 
end to speculation that it was in 
the race to bid for Scottish 
Amicable by saying the rising 
price for the mutual life insur- 
er could not be justified. 

NatWest’s profits fall, widely 
expected by the market, was the 
result of a loss of £7 19m on sale 
of businesses that included Ban- 
corp, its US banking operation, 
costs of £lS6m on the redesign 
of its UK retail banking oper- 
ations and a gain of £224m tin 
the sale of its stake in 3i, the ven- 
ture capital company. 
Stripping out the charges. 


ipping 

underling profits at NatWest 
rose by £33 9m tojElJlbn. How- 


ever. its share price fell 36p to 
776Jp on disappointment that 
it did not announce plans to re- 
turn capital to shareholders as 
Barclays did last week. 

In contrast with Barclays, 
which announced sharply lower 
profits at BZW. its investment 
banking arm, NatWest’s in- 
vestment b?nk produced higher 
pre-tax profits of £462m, up 
from £304rre But the result, in- 
cluded a fall in bad debt provi- 
sions to from £U4m to £18m. 


Overall, NatWest increased 
its general provisions against 
bad debts by £50m and made 
specific provisions of £499m. 

Lord Alexander, chairman, 
said NatWest was forecasting a 
slower pace off economic growth 
in the UK next year and would 
therefore adopt a more cautious 
approach to lending. 

“Interest rates have to rise. 
This is our scenario whichever 
party wins the election ” Lord 
Alexander said. 

Derek Wan! ess, chief execu- 
tive, said this would involve a 
more cautious policy towards 
lending to small businesses and 
the construction and property 
areas. This was the time in the 
economic cyde - rising growth 
and rising consumer confidence 
-that banks traditionally “lost 
it” by increasing lending. 

NatWest did not intend to foil 
into this trap and therefore, 
based on economic forecasts by 
David Kero, its chief economist, 
was preparing for a slower 
economic growth next year 
which might make it harder for 
businesses to repay debts. 

“Their management is at 
odds with what is being 
preached by management else- 
where,” said Peter Toeman, 
banking analyst at ANMAmro 
Hoare Govett. However, he 
said this did not mean it would 
not proven to be correct! 


Lord Alexander said 1996 
was the culmination of tbe-re- 
shaping of NatWest. Its retail 
batik, which laid off more than 
3.000 staff during the year 
and has plans -to’ make 1 a-fur-* 
ther 10,000 redundant in; the 
years ahead, included costs of 
£l86m as it shut down more 
than 300 branches around the 
country. 

The bank expects to incur a 
further £100m of costs in retail 
banking thisyear to cover die cost 
of introducing new technology. 

Across the entire group, the 
bank will spend another £1 00m 
to reprogramme its computers 
to deal with the date problem 
arising from the turn of the 
millennium. 

The bank’s retail operation 
recently saw a deal with Tesco 
to offer banking from its 
supermarkets foil apart, and Mr 
Vfonless said talks were being 
held with lawyers about seeking 
compensation from the super- 
market chain. 

At NatWest Markets, the in- 
vestment banking arm, staff 
costs shot up from £5l0m to 
£726m, largely as a result of 
higher bonuses. 

Martin Owen, chief executive 
of NatWest Market, said the 
higher figure also reflected the 
costs of acquisitions through the 
year. 

Comment, page 21 



Characters: Nigel Wray, chairman of Trocadero, is considering doubling the company's Biyton portfolio 


Noddy & Big Ears could find 
themselves spun off into a sep- 
arate publidy quoted company 
under plans being considered by 
Trocadero, the property and 
leisure group which own the 
rights to the characters, writes 
Nigel Cope. 

Trocadero, run by NjgeJ Wray 
and Nick Leslau, says it would 
consider floating the Enid Biy- 
ton portfolio as it develops a 
broader range of popular chil- 
dren's characters. The company 
would include Enid Blyton’s top 
works such as The Famous Five 
and the Secret Seven books as 
well as the Tqytown series. 

Trocadero paid £14m for the 


Trocadero toys with 
idea of Noddy spin-off 


Enid Biyton portfolio in Janu- 
ary last year. but has already 
doubled the division’s sales and. 
profits as it markets the brands 
more aggressively both in the 
UK and the US. 

in addition to exploiting the 
merchandising opportunities 
provided by Noddy and Big 
Ears. Trocadero hopes to de- 
velop other Tqytown characters 
such as Mr Plod the policeman 


so they can have books and 
storylines of their own.' Mr 
Leslau said: “The Biyton port- 
fofc'oftafc'56'differem characters 
■and we are very interested in 
other intellectual property. 
We Ye looked at Sooty and 
Paddington Bear but nothing 
has caught our eye." 

Since acquiring Enid Biyton. 
the company has re-negotiated 
contracts and has reached an 


agreement with the BBC giving 
Trocadero fiiD control over Nod- 
dy merchandise and publishing. 

The plans were unveiled as 
Trocadero announced its 1996 
results which showed the 
group’s net assets per share had 
soared from 7.1p to 20. Ip. This 
excludes any valuation of the 
Enid Biyton catalogue. Gearing 
has been halved to 87 per cent 
and group turnover increased by 
19 per cent to £10.7m. 

The upbeat message was 
overshadowed by a disappoint- 
ing performance from Sega- 
world. the interactive games 
centre based at the Trocadero 
in central London. 


EMU ‘backed 
by bond yields’ 


Yvette Cooper 


Bond dealers expect European 
monetary union to go ahead on 
time, according to the Bank of 
England's Governor, Eddie 
George. Speaking at the 
Euromoney International Bond 
Congress in London yesterday, 
he said: "The fact that yield 
curves in Germany and France 
arc practically identical is con- 
sistent at least with EMU going 
ahead - at least with a narrow 
membership.” 

But at the same conference, 
leading commercial economists 
diverged from the bond market 
view, expressing serious doubts 
that EMU would go ahead on 
time. 

The pattern of future bond 
yields refleas traders' expecta- 
tions about inflation in the years 
to come. Yield curves for French 
and German bonds have con- 
verged to be almost identical, 
showing that the markets expect 
inflation in the two countries to 
be identical in future too. 

Mr George pointed out that 
five-year forward yields in Italy 
and Spain remain significantly 
higher than in Germany and 
France, “suggesting that early 
EMU membership [for Italy 
and Spain] is not at all certain 


in the eyes of the market.” 
However considerable conver- 
gence has already taken place; 
the interest rate differential 
between German and Italian 10- 
year bonds has fallen by around 
4 percentage points in the last 
two years. 

Germany and France also 
show a steep rise five years 
down the hne. Mr George 
claimed this “suggests that in- 
flation is expected to be high- 
er in the medium term. That 
could be associated with ex- 
pectations of softer macro-eco- 
nomic discipline.” 

In particular, the Governor 
said, this could reflect market 
uncertainty about the strength 
of the new single currency, and 
about “how far the European 
Central Bank will in practice be 
free to pursue its statutory task 
of maintaining price stability”. 

Roger Bootle,, chief econo- 
mist at HSBC, was among the 
speakers doubtful about EMU 
going ahead on schedule. “The 
odds are against it happening on 
time,” he said. 

Simon Briscoe of Nikko 
Europe rated the chances of a 
angle cunenty on schedule as 50- 
50. George Magnus of UBS said 
the chances were 60 per cent, 
“but the percentage is foiling”. 


Sky boosts US presence with $lbn pact 


David Usbortte 

New York 


Satellite and cable broadcasters 
in the US attempted yesterday to 
shrug off the prospect of fresh 
and potentially powerful com- 
petition from a new alliance be- 
tween Rupert Murdoch's ASkyB 
and EchoStar of Colorado. 

The deal, under which 
ASkyB will acquire 50 per cent 
of EchoStar, could transform 
die subscription broadcasting 
industry intoe US. It is also de- 
signed to fiD a critical gap m the 
global jigsaw of satellite services 
owned by Mr Murdoch, which 


includes BSkyB in Britain and 
JSfcyB in Japan. 

But the venture, which will 
trade under the Sly name, faces 
several hurdles. Satellite TV 
still lags far behind cable in the 
US and the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission (FCC) is 
likely to scrutinise the deal. 

The issue of foreign owner- 
ship, which has dogged Mr Mur- 
doch's broadcast activities in 
the US, is almost certain to 
arise again. ASkyB’s original 
US partner. MCI, wfll have 10 
percent of the venture. MCI, in 
turn, is in the process of merging 
with UK-ownbd Brush Telecom, 


But there was a warm 
welcome for the Slbn (£6L3m) 


pact from Wall Street yesterday. 
In early trading in New York, 


shares of EchoStar were 
boosted $8 JO to S26 JO, while 
Murdoch’s News Corporation 
was also trading higher. 

Growth among the four main 
direct broadcast satellite com- 
panies in the US, among which 
DirecTV is the leader, has re- 
cently disappointed analysts. 
EcboStar, moreover, is the 
fourth in the pack with only 
40CUK)0 subscribers accumulated 
since its launch last March. 

In combination, however, 


EchoStar and ASkyB could 
prove a highly potent competi- 
tor both to tiie other satellite 
players and to the terrestial ca- 
ble companies. Together, they 
will hold many more frequen- 
cies than any of their competi- 
tors, including DirecTV, with a 
capacity for 500 channels. 

Most crucially, however, the 
new company says it will have 
an ability- not enjoyed by the 
other satellite providers Co relay, 
through new “spot-beaming” 
technologies, local television 
services to the largest US mar- 
kets. Currently, satellite sub- 
scribers must use cable boxes or 


an antenna to receive local net- 
work affiliates broadcasting in 
their own areas. 

Other industry leaders ques- 
tioned the financial implications 
of such new technologies, how- 
ever. “There will be an accu- 
mulation of costs ... that are 
going to translate to the con- 
sumer in terms of affordability.'' 
suggested James Gray, chair- 
man of Primes tar, the second- 
largest satellite broadcaster. 


He also pointed to potential 
dangers in the FCC review in re- 


gards to the large concentration 
of satellite transponder capacity 
the new company will control. 


Major’s EU employment fears ‘overblown’ 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


John Major’s claim that riffling 
the European Social Chapter 


would put 500,000 people out 
of work in the . UK was chal- 


lenged in an independent report 
yesterday. 

The Prime Minister’s assess- 
ment was “overblown, in- 
accurate and unresearched”, 
according to John Philpott, 
director of the non-partisan 
think-tank tire Employment Pol- 
icy Institute. 

EU directives could in fact in- 


crease the adaptability of the 
UKworkfoece. 

.The report argues that' intro- 
ducing employment protection 
legislation on the continental 
model to the UK would not nec- 
essarily destroy jobs. Although 
it might have this effect in low- 
wage, hire-and-fire industries, in 
some sectors it could actually cre- 
ate jobs by raising productivity. 

However, the Labour Party, 
should consider very carefully 
the risk that the impact of the 
Social Chapter would be ex- 
tended in areas subject to qual- 
ified majority voting rather 


than a unanimous derision. 
These indude health and safety, 
working conditions and equal- 
ity. But the study argues that toe 
trend on the Continent is to- 
wards less rather than more reg- 
' illation in these areas. 

“There is no clear evidence 
to suggest that employment 
protection raises total unem- 
ployment,” Mr Philpott writes. 
The Prime Minister’s claim was 
not backed by serious analysis. 

Indeed, increased co-ope ra- 
tion between employers and 
employees could make the 
labour market more adaptable! 


and flexible than it is at present, 
if adopted sensibly. Better 
conditions could help improve 
the quality of the labour force. 

The repon accepts that any 
move to harmonise wages or 
benefits across Europe would 
damage UK job prospects. But 
it notes that pay, the right of 
association and right to strike 
are explicitly excluded from 
the Social Chapter. 

Some matters covered by 
qualified majority voting, such 
as health and safety or working 
conditions, could impose extra 
costs on British employers, and 


Mr Philpott says a Labour gov- 
ernment should ponder ihic 
The potential for job losses 
as a result of imposing addi- 
tional employment standards is 
greatest among small firms, but 
the report points out that the 
Social Chapter is explicit about 
the need to avoid harm to small 
and medium-sized businesses. 


BZW set 
to appeal 
against 
bid ruling 
by Panel 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 


BZW. the investment banking 
arm of Barclays Bank, is con- 
sidering appealing against a 
secret provisional ruling made 
by the Takeover Panel, the City 
body which polices bids, over its 
controversial role in last year’s 
hostile battle for control of 
Northern Electric. 

The Panel’s 12-strong gov- 
erning executive is thought to 
have reached preliminary con- 
clusions about BZWs role as 
broker to Northern during its un- 
successful defence of the £782m 
bid from US power generator 
Cal Energy. It is thought the 
Ifanel executive, which is made 
up mainly of City professionals 
on secondment from merchant 
banks and accountants, is 
proposing to criticise aspects of 
BZWs conduct during the bid. 

The investigation centres on 
a £250.000 “performance fee” 
whieh Northern agreed to pay 
BZW for services during the bid 
defence. However, the brokets 
foiled to disdosc the fee to the 
Panel when it bought a 23 per 
cent stake in Northern to bolster 
its defence. BZW has always ve- 
hemently denied that the share- 
buying. which almost swung the 
bid outcome, was in any way 
linked to the performance fee. 
Complaints about the Northern 
defence led the Panel to extend 
the bid deadline, allowing Oil 
Energy to emerge victorious by 
the narrowest of margins. 

The Panel has already pubfcty 


rebuked BZW for not disclosing 
etieal- 


the fee. but could hypothetic 
hr take further sanctions against 
the bank, including ultimately re- 
ferring the affair to the City 
watchdog, the Securities and 
Futures Authority. All the main 
participants in the Northern bid 
have been questioned, including 
Simon de Zoete, deputy chair- 
man of Corporate Broking. 

However, sources suggested 
the investigation had been de- 
layed by continuing discussions 
between BZW and the Panel 
over the anticipated outcome. 
The Panel normally “agrees” its 
findings with those affected be- 
fore making them public. This 
was toe course taken by the pub- 
lic relations advisers Citigate in 
their rebuke from the Panel af- 
ter they leaked confidential in- 
formation to the press at the 
height of the Triplex Lloyd hos- 
tile bid for rival engineering 
group William Cook. 

In exceptional cases compa- 
nies can “appeal” against these 
preliminary rulings to a hearing 
of toe Panel itself. This involves 
a separate committee, usually of 
10 or more City professionals. 

A BZW spokesman last night 
declined to comment. “We 
never discuss speculation,” he 
said. However, the organisation 
is thought to be debating 
whether to mount an appeal. 
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Labour should think about a Tube sell-off 


■M.IDH 


‘Given the wariness 
of the private sector 
to get involved 
in partnership 
arrangements such 
as in the Private 
Finance Initiative, 
privatisation may 
be too compelling 
to ignore’ 


the London Underground? The 
question might seem something of an aca- 
demic erne given that the present lot are un- 
likely to be in power for much longer. For 
those who are interested in such muangs. 
however; there was not much e nlightenmen t 
in yesterday’s formal statement by the Trans- 
port Secretary, Sir George Young. Hisback- 
of- tie-envelope sketch of how the sell-off 
might work was vague, to say the least. 

There are basically three options: sell the 
network off as a single operation; seQ off 
lines individually; or use the British Rail 
model with a track company to which dif- 
ferent train operators would pay fees. Uosur- 
prismgly, given the looming election and 
Labour’s opposition to privatisation of the 
Hibe, there hasn't been much work done in 
the City yet on which of these options might 
yield the best result. 

Whatever the outcome of the election, it 
win not alter the Hibe's severe inv estment 
backlog, estimated at about £12bn and ris- 
ing fast. Underground executives have 

overihe next three years. 

Brown donning his hair shirt over public 
spending, the Underground Gan forget about 
a sking for increases m subsidies. 

So it may well be that eventually Labour is 
forced to dust off the privatisation option 
despite its distaste. The alternative -a series 
of mvestmeat partnerships with private cap- 
ital - looks both messy and impractical. As, 


too, docs a pd^kiy owned Underground net- 
work aD owed to raise its own capital throitth 
revenue tinted bands, for while this might 
technically remove the company flam the pw>- 
lic finances, in truth it doeai’t fool anyone. It 
is jnst Government bor ro w in g by another 
name, and expensive bonowing to boot 
If anything, the TSabe system is actually 
easier to privatise than the rail network. “It 
certainly isn’t die kind of basket case the 
Government makes out,” said one invest- 
ment banker. The lb be had sales last year 
of £937m, from which it made an operating 
profit of £13Qm. It also received state sub- 
sidies worth £383m. On paper that makes it 
a quite bankable proposition; capable of 
absorbing substantial quantities of debt to 
fund investment. Not such an academic 
question after all, it would seem. 

NatWest may 
regret its caution 

A complex set of results from a group in 
xliransitioa,'’ was how Nkk Collier, 

descrite NatWest’s res^^^^^r. A more 
charitable way of looking at than is that some-' 

where m there, hidden b^rearfa the m^rfitginw 

of disposals and acquisitions, there could be 
a good set of results trying to get out 
So let’s have a look at what’s been bap- 
l at NatWest over the last year or so. 
the bank realised by selling Bancorp 


in the US and Banco NatWest Espana has 
been reinvested in bolt-on acquisitions for 
the investment hanirfng operation — Gart- 
more, Hambro Magan ana Gleacher in the 
US. Ill capital terms, the amount NaiWfest 
raised selling off its remaining in 3i 
paid for provisions for branch closures in its 
mam UK retail banking operation. The cost 
of dividends and share repurchases was 
roughly balanced by retained profits from 
continuing operations. 

The net effect of all this toing and froing, 
then, is a surprising uncomplex and neu- 
tral one. What NatWest made last year, it 
has now spent in a careful, considered a-nri 
piecemeal way. The stock market’s disap- 
pointment with the results yesterday was 
xnore a refl c cri c n of the lack 01 any proposals 
for a renewed share buy-back programme 
than aity immediate concern with nnderiy- 
ing performance. 

There arc, however, some worrying clouds 
on the horizon. One of the outward mani- 
festations is the cramming high cost; rela- 
tive to revenue, of inv estment in informa- 
tion technology. While this is an essential 
ingredient of modern banking, it highlights 
an obvious weakness in NatWat’s long-term 
strategy. Once upon atirne NatWest was the 
largest of the tng four dearing banks m terms 
of market capitalisation. But from the Bine 
Arrow scandal in the 1980s onwards, its 
approach has been a highly cautious and 
conservative ooe, and it now nods itself num- 
ber four in the hierarchy by quite a kmg way. 


Lloyds TSB is now about double the size. 
NatWest will also be dwarfed by the Halifax 

when h is floated later this year. 

NatWest’s reluctance to grasp the nettle 
and mate a q uantum leap miy prove to have 
been the wrong approach. The danger for 
NatWest is that as a middle ranking player, 
both in retail financial services and invest- 
ment banking, hwiQ find itreff 
squeezed, nathcr small enough to thrive in 
specialist niche markets, nor Big enough to 
compete with the lead players at the com- 
modity end of these businesses. 

Greenspan should try 
some plain 

ian 


speaking 

the most powerful man 
. markets, is likely to be a 
shade mote amiicxt than usual when he starts 
his twi ce-ymuty Congressio na l test i m on y to- 
day- the so called Humphrey Hawkins tes- 
timony. Hie mm vrtio once complained that 
if his meaning was dear, he must have been 
misunderstood, has a dear enough message 

to get across this time round. 

At a minimum, Mr Greenspan is likely to 
repeat bis C hris t mas warning about the 
“irrtuianal exuberance” of US stock markets. 
After asmall hiccup, the Dow swallowed this 
criticism and has dmfoed another 11 per cent 
over two months. If it kept up the same 
it would be approaching the 12,000 
by next December. The Fed chairman 


m 


£3 


is not going to sit back and let that kind of 
bubble develop unhindered. He wiD want to 
fire another warning shot, flagging up the 
prospect of an increase in interest rates. 

Tnc Fed already has a bias towards tight- 
ening. Its last published minutes stressed the 
need for a swift reaction to the first hint of 
inflationary pressure to counter any ten- 
dency for “higher inflation expectations to 
be embedded in financial markets". 

What has happened since then is an unmis- 
takable upward creep in labour costs. Both 
wages and, even more sa benefits, have been 
rising for about a year. The pace has accel- 
erated during the past three months. Other 
indkaiois, such as monetary growth, are also 
flashing amber. So even without the irrational 
exuberance of Stock prices, the chairman of 
the Fed has quite enough ammunition to jus- 
tify a rate rise in the near future. 

If the stock market reacts to this week’s tes- 
timony with a sizeable correction, it could 
postpone tte day of reckoning. For it is in the 
price of shares and other assets that the infla- 
tionary froth is most evident If not, there is 
an odds-on chance of a rise in US interest 
rates next month. In his testimony last sum- 
mer Mr Greenspan said: “1 am trying to think 
of a way to answer that question by putting 
more words into fewer ideas than I usually 
do.” You have to think about that one, don’t 
you? This time round Mr Greenspan would 
be well advised to forget his fondness for the 
Delphic and driver an unambiguous message 
to markets; read his lips. 
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GRE earmarks 
i-s-S £L25bn to spend 

on acquisitions 
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The- Securities and Futures 
Authority, the City regulator, 
has suspended James Bax, a 
former Barings {Erector, from 
its register of directors until the 
end of the year and ordered him 
tq pay costs of £10,000, writes 
Jill Tteanor. 

The move against Mr Bax, 
who was based m Singapore, is 
the last of the SRMs disciplinary 
proceedings against former 


SFA suspends Bax until 1998 


Barings directors, although 
some appeals are outstanding. 

The SFA said Mr Bax 
admitted that he had foiled to 
request the authority to rem- 
edy weakness in the organisa- 
tion of Baring Fhtures 
Singapore or draw sufficient at- 


tention of senior management 
to these matters. 

He also admitted he did not 
deal with the “SLK receivable’’ 
transaction with sufficient 

gErr 5 an unreconciled 
amount of ¥7.778bn (£50m) 


identified I _ 

: in January 
1995 and reposted to Mr Bax on 
1 February 1995. 

However, the SFA said it had 
taken into account the fact that 
Mr Bax did not appreciate the 
significance of the transaction. 


He had no product respon- 
sibility for the proprietary trad- 
ing activities of Nki Leeson, the 
trader who stacked up the 
£800m of losses that broke Bar- 
ings in 1995, the SFA said, nor 
did he have any knowledge of 
futures and options. 

Richards Butier, the law firm 
acting for Mr Bax, said he de- 
nied any liability in the SFA pro- 
ceedings. 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


**’*«»! : : 

Ni hi •: h. V. 

f'ltfWV rtul M\ .i - . . 

secdf 

ilteiwvJ ihv ; l»/ v. 

pr* .<dkU4* Had > ii, *, . 

}|t . 

j*Cfc*s \4 iht ' fV- • 

ft (X.I ' . ffrt' " ,.i 

flMwd H 1 Htr-v 

LVi ' 

-■ i;sit 

: ,s»#« . ■ < * ••••. 

, • •- • 

%■ ? ‘ • 


s:i 


Guardian Royal Exchange may 
spend up to £1^5bn on acqui- 
sitions, John Robins, the chief 
executive, said yesterday. 

Rejecting pressure from City 
institutions for a share buy-back 
or special dividend to distribute 
some of the insurers cash to 
investors, Mr Robins made 
dear he had plenty of other 
ideas for the money. 

However, his later remarks 
about acquisitions depressed 
the shares, which had earlier 
risen to 295p after the publica- 
tion of 1996. profits at the top 
end of predictions. They dosed 
4.5p down at 283-5p. . . . . 

Analysts blamed tire foil on 


the prospect of GRE buying a 
life insurance business winch 
would require goodwill write- 
ofis. Others said investors were 
worried about the length of Mr 
Robins’ list of acquisitions and 
the risk of overpayment 

Mr Robins said that in the 
US, GRE had investigated four 
propositions in the last 12 
months, but none bad met its re- 
quirements for retain on capi- 
tal. "Rvo possible purchases are 
now under examination, in the 
£250m to £500m range. 

Another area was life and 
health insurance in the UK, 
where a range of investments 
from £500m to £lbn was being 
studied. “We aren’t prepared to 
overpay,” Mr Robins said. Scot- 
tish Amicable, which is now bo- 
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mg auctioned off, is outside 
GRE*s price range. 

Finally, GRE is interested in 
buying direct telephone selling 
operations, several of which 
are on the market, to add to its 
own rapidly growing business. 

Mr Rolans said: ‘‘Any small 
direct writer with fewer than 
250,000 policies is not going to 
survive. They can't afford the in- 
formation technology invest 
ment and particularly the 
advertising spend. You have to 
spend a lot of money to get the 

-GRE coSd^raise cash of 
£5 00m, is ungeared, and could 
borrow £75Qm. It would be.pre- 
;ed to spend £750m to 
on acquisitions, said Mr 
Robins, who added that it 
might deride to restrict its jmr- 
chases to just one of the areas 
he had listed. 

GRE expects UK motor pre- 
miums to rise by 8 tolO per cent 
on average in 1997, following an 
increase of 3 to 4 per cent in 
1996,accqrdmgtoJctoSindair, 
executive 'director for the UK 
and Ireland. 

Group trading profit before 
restructuring costs of £39m was 
£281m, compared with £340m 
a year ago. Realised and unre- 
alised investment rains were 
£409m against £472m a year 
earlier; giving pre-tax profib of 
£65 lm against £8 12m. The 
dividend was raised 11.1 per 
cent to lOp a share. Net asset 
value was 2Slp a share. 

GRE is the only large insurer 
to include all investment gains 
and losses in its pre-tax results, 
but is confident otheiswill crane 
into line for their 1997 accounts. 


Big spender: John Robins is considering a life insurance buy Investment column, page 22 
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Ronson 

continues 

comeback 



John WHIcocfc 


Gerald Ronson continued his 
progress back to the big time 
yesterday, unveiling a £135m 
development programme of 
leisure centres on the Conti- 
nent, his second big property 
launch in a week. 

Mr Ronson believes that 
while the UK leisure market is 
approaching saturation, there 
are big opportunities across 
the Channel. Heron is to de- 
velop a 250,00 sq ft leisnre and 
re tail -scheme in Madrid, two 
sites 1 in Paris and two in the 
north ofR-ance, each approxi- 
matety 200,000 sq ft in size. 

The Madrid project typifies 
what Mr Reason anticipates vrifl 
be. “a series of branded parks 

pe, working with the 
[ty operators". It will 

inlcude a. large multiplex 
c inem a, six restaurants, a bowl- 
ing centre,' a family .entertain- 
ment complex, a bingo hall and 


„ new phase in Heron’s 

life marks, a significant come- 
back after the post-Eighties 

p ro perty crash- Nearly 80 banks 
were forced to write off around 

£lbn in debts. 

Mr Ronson himself had a 
spell in Ford Open Prison- be- 
cause of his involvement in the 
Guinness Affair. But cnidalty the 
decided to stand by him. 


Forest’s new 
owners to float 
within months 


Nigel Cope 


The new owners of Nottingham 
Forest plan to float the football 
club “in the next few months” 
with a valuation at the top end 
of the £30m-£50m bracket. 

- The commeotscame yesterday 
from Nigel Wray, the chairman 
of the Trocadero and Burford 
property groups, whose consor- 
tium won ccaitrol of Forest ina 
£I9.3m deal on Monday night. 

He said accountants KPMG 
were already «t the dub prepar- 
ing Forest’s accounts and a fi- 
nance director was being soi%hL 

Mr Wray, who also owns the 
Saracens rugby club, said he 
would only, be a non-executive 
director of Forest: Existing 
chairman living Rom will re- 
main in post while Phil Soar, the 
former Blenheim. Exhibitions 
chief executive will become 
chief executive: Irving Scholar, 
the former^ Tbttenham Httspnr 
chairman, wOl not be a director 

but wiD act as an adviser cm foot- 
ball matters. . 

Mr Wray said he had no cur- 
rent plats to expand Fore^ into 
rugby or other leisure areas. 


-me priority is to stay in the 
Premier League and move our 

^Uncler the structure of the 


Forest deal, Mr Wnywfll be the 

d^w^^a stake of 27.4 per 
cent. Irving Scholar will have 
16J5 per cent Julian Markham, 
chairman of the Giengare prop- 
erty group, will have 14.6 per 
cent, and Nick Leslau. Mr 
Wray’s key business partner 
and chief executive of both 
llocadero and Burford, will 
hold 10 per cent. Singer & 
FtiecDandsi; die merchant hank 
bolds 10 per cent and the Fbot- 
baflftnML a football investment 
trust launched earlier this 
nxmih by Singer &ftjedlanrier, 
has just under 5 per cent. Phil 
Soar will have 1.8 per cent _ 

Mr Wray, who admits he is 
more of a rugby man and a 
lapsed Ibttenham Hotspur sup- 
porter, he had been at- 
tracted to the Forest deal by the 
underlying value of the dub. He 
pointed to its solid support, 
which includes 18,000 season 
ticket holders. “It is a club with 
a rood solid base,” he said. 

He said he had not spoken to 
Forest manage 1, Stuart Pearce 
ahead of the deal as he had not 
thought it appropriate. 

Thevictoiy of the consortium 
ended a s ix -month battle for 
control of the dub. 

Sport, page 28 



There’s lots more of it in 
Emirates’ new Business Class 


More room: up to 52" seat pitch on Airbus aircraft and one of the most luxurious seats in the sky on our Boeing 777s. 
More comfort: supportive leg rest on all Business Class seats. More of the same: personal video, phone, fax 
and the finest champagne, wines and cuisine. Need we say more? 
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Worrying flights 
of fancy on display 
at Guardian Royal 


John Robins, chief executive 
of Guardian Royal Exchange, 
disappointed investors yester- 
day by rejecting pressure from 
the City for a share buy-back 
or special dividend But he also 
gave them something more 
worrying to chew on when he 
claimed he had lots of ideas for 
spending the company's cash 
pile on acquisitions. 

Indeed lie went as far as giv- 
ing a list of target areas, which 
rattled a market that normally 
prefers cash m the hand to the 
flights of fancy by their cor- 
porate leaders. So the shares 
slipped 4Jp to 283-5p yester- 
day despite results at the top 
end of predictions. 

Mr Robins is looking at life 
and health insurance and 
direct sales operations in the 
UK and is Laying with a cou- 
ple of possible acquisitions in 
ihe US- The share price reac- 
tion was the clearest dcraon- 
stra lion of the niggling worries 
the City still has about GRE. 
especially if it buys a life busi- 
ness, which would require a 
goodwill write-off. It does not 
trust the company with a blank 
cheque far up to £LJ25bn, the 
outlay the company could 
afford from its own resources. 
This includes £SOQm of cash 
and £750m in new debt which 
could be loaded onto an 
ungeared balance sheet. 

A fresh management and a 
determined and largely suc- 
cessful attempt in the last few 
years to catch up with the tech- 
niques of the late 20th century 
insurance industry, including 
direct selling, has not entirely 
overcome the memory of the 
dud acquisitions of the late 
1980s. GRE lost a packet in 
Italy and overpaid for a 
takeover in Ireland. 

Restructuring, which cost 
£39m last year, has produced 
a streamlined UK business 
from a liotch-potch of com- 
panies, including the recently 
acquired general insurance 
business of Legal & General 
Mr Rabins described this as an 
internal merger, whose bene- 
fits would pay for the restruc- 
turing cost within two years. 

Trading profits - excluding 
restructuring charges and the 
volatile investment returns, 
which are the other compo- 
nent of pre-tax profits - sank 
to £28Itn from £340m a year 
earlier. But this was expected, 
after a year of price wars in a 
downward-turning insurance 
cycle. The embedded value of 
the life business, published 
for the first time, came in 
near the top of forecasts at 
£302m. 


The Investment Column 


edited by Magnus ‘Grimond 


Assuming a 10 per cent rise 
in this year’s dividend to Up, 
the forward yield of 4.8 per 
cent puts the shares on around 
a 15 per cent premium to the 
sector. Even so, and despite 
their sharp recent rise, they still 
trade at a discount To net as- 
set value of about 8 per cent, 
against a premium of around 
10 per cent for most insurers. 
This may reflect the residual 
suspicion surrounding the 
company and the absence of 
any obvious bidders. 

For those prepared to for- 
get the past, the shares do not 
look expensive. But at this 
stage of the insurance cycle 
they are no more than a hold. 


EMI seeking 
added Spice 


The only consolation for hold- 
ers of EMI shares is that they 
have not done as badly as 
those of Thom in the wake of 
the long-heralded split of 
Thom EMI into its separate 
music and rental businesses last 
August That divorce has 
proved a pretty poor invest- 
ment of lavish advisers’ fees, 
with EMI having lost over a 
quarter of its value against the 
market since then and Thorn 
plunging by a massive 57 per 
cent against the FTSE all- 
share index. 

On the face of it, yesterday’s 
figures from EMI, showing 
profits slashed from £3 73m to 
£326m in the nine months to 
December, justified the mar- 
ket's jaundiced reaction. Last 
year was not a good one to be 
in the records business. 

The pound’s strength 
shaved £16m from an operat- 
ing profit that sank from 
£332m to £3 06m and the com- 
pany warned the full-year 
effect could be nearer £25m. 
Meanwhile, after an excep- 
tional period for new record re- 
leases in the third quarter of 
1995, this year the bonanza has 
been deferred to the final 
quarter. But EMI is not short 
of talent, led by the ubiquitous 
Spice Girls, who are ready to 
seriously rival the Beatles, 
with 7 million album sales to 
their name so far and singles 
hits in 32 countries. Not to be 
outdone, the Beatles three-vol- 
ume anthology has sold 13 mil- 
lion double albums. The full 
year will include releases from 


Blur and Mansun, who have al- 
ready come straight in at num- 
ber one in the UK. 

The third-quarter problems 
were well telegraphed to the 
market and are containable. 
Analysts reckon the currency 
hit next year will be below 
£20m, for instance. More se- 
rious is the continuing; dire 
state of US music retailing, 
which has suffered from over- 
expansion and cut-throat com- 
petition. EMI has provided 
over $8m for the move into 
Chapter 11 of Camelot, one of 
the chains, and if Musidand, 
the US equivalent of Our 
Price, follows suit, the hit 
could be upwards of £10m. 

In the long run, the market 
for recorded music may re- 
sume the 7 per cent or more 
growth typical of a few years 
ago. while penetration of CDs 
in western markets is still be- 
low 50 per cent- But underly- 
ing profits of £380m for the full 
year would put the shares, op 
4 Jp at £1 1.975, on a forward 
multiple of 23. High enough. 


Wlmpey 
builds on swap 


I Guardian Royal Exchange 

: At a glance | 

Market value; £2.6Btoi, share price 283Jp 

Five-Year 

record 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

PremhinK written 

3,004.. 

3-300 

3,703 .. 

3.776 

3,732 

Pre-tax profits (Em)® 

150 

751 

I75J 

812 

651 

Earnings per store (pence) 13 2 

74.5 

{Ml 

77 

48.7 

Ohklemls per stare (pence) 
"inrtKtes BivBstnwnt gains 

7 

7.6 

8.25 

9 

10 


1996 Pre tax profit (Em) 


UK 8 Ireland general insurance 

£163 1 Continental 

Europe general 


investment 


raw— 


£29 


^TTli 


life insurance 

£31 


Others 

£58 


Share price (Pence) 
300— 



Exchanging its minerals and 
construction business for 
Tarmac s McLean Homes 12 
months ago has proved a good 
swap for George Wimpey. 
Operating profits rose by 55 
per cent to £51. 7m in 1996, 
making it the best year for the 
housebuilder since 1990. Pre- 
tax profits doubled to £3 13m 
and McLean is already making 
14 per cent on capital em- 
ployed, replacing the 5 per cent 
achieved on the business off- 
loaded. Earnings per share of 
5.8p cover the unchanged div- 
idend of 5-5p, the first time for 
two years, while gearing only 
rose from 33 to 39 per cent and 
is on the way down again. 

Despite the good news, 1996 
was orfy an average year. Sell- 
ing prices rose as a result of an 
improvement in product mix. 
UK house completions actually 
fell 11 per cent- Chairman 
and chief executive Joe Dwyer 
admits Wirapey’s own product 
mix has been looking rather 
tired. The drop in govern- 
ment funding cut social hous- 
ing completions by a third. 
McLean Homes, which con- 
centrates on four-bedroom 
detached homes, dipped only 
3 per cent in spite of Wimpey 
stopping the McLean custom 
of cutting prices to push 
through completions just be- 
fore the year-end. Meanwhile, 
Morrison Homes in the US re- 
mains in the red and profits on 
sales of surplus assets were ab- 
sorbed by restructuring costs. 

The current upturn in the 
housing market is strongest in- 
side the M25 where Wimpey 
is weakest Overall it is not ex- 
pecting to raise the number of 
completions this year, al- 
though Mr Dwyer thinks prices 
might rise by 5 per cent 

Profit estimates for this year 
range from £40m to £60ra. 
Much will depend on progress 
in selling off a further £SSm 
worth of surplus assets, how 
well the updated styles sell and 
how long the housing recovery 
lasts. The shares, down Up at 
140p, sell on around 15 times 
future earnings- Hold. 


Question the world is dyeing to ask Branson 



Forget the Spice Girls, the hottest 
topic of conversation at the Brit 
Awards on Monday night was - does 
Richard Branson dye his hair? The 
grey strands seem to be disappearing 
from the Virgin boss's mane of sandy 
hair with the speed of one of his hot- 
air balloon descents. 

Virgjn's press office was completely 
Stumped by the question yesterday. “I 
don’t really know what to say,” said a 
spokesperson. 

So - does he or doesa't he? 


People & Business 


Guardian Direct has invited a lucky 
colleague of mine to a health farm for 
the “relaxation treatment of your 
choice". 

This intriguing inducement is being 
offered as part of Guardian’s launch 
of a new private medical insurance 
product, to be sold over the phone, on 
3 March. 

The ‘’relaxations’' will take place at 
the Espree Club, Royal Mint Court 
next to the Tbwer of London. The for- 
tunate journos will spend a day using 
the gym, sauna, jacuzzi and "entry to 
fitness classes". . 

“We can also arrange for you to 
have a relaxation treatment of your 
choice after the briefing.” Lordy. Z 
trust my colleague will keep his Y- 
fronts firmly on. 


Everyone knows you’re not supposed 
to beat your client at golf. Alex Snow, 
pari of the broking team at BZW 
which deals with Nigel Wray’s Tfo- 
cadcro, took no notice of this over the 
weekend, however, when he played 


luins handed out a thrashing to 
Saracens, the Enfield-based rugby 
dub which was bought last year by 
none other than Mr Wray. 

Unabashed, Mr Snow popped up at 
yesterday's Trocadero results meeting 
Perhaps Mr Wray should sign him up. 
Then the tycoon could get broking 
advice and sporting glory in one 
package. 



Baroque paintings at the National 

^fr&nis,ascfonofthe^ng 

family which otigmaiy 
Corkjfortned his collection 

and 18 th centuiy m 

the century when the a 

ment turned its now up at tfr. StV j-. A 
good example ofcounter-cycfoJl in 

V X e y^^Gu,™c f Mator, 
formally launched its hid for an Arts 
Council of England film P«o*giMi 
franchise. The bunk is part of 
in Film, a consortium or four mm 
finance and distribution companies. 
Partners in Film has formed a joint 
venture with Elton John s Rocket Pi 








Pic- 


tures, EMI Music PubIfchinK. HTV’ 


and Yorkshire Tyne-Tees TV, to bid 
for the franchise. 

It certainly represents a step up 
from Guinness Mahon’s financing of 
Sooty and Sweep. 


Surnd by for the UK's first offer of 
shares over Internet. Darryl 
Mattocks, 32. founded the Internet 
Bookshop five years ago and needs 
£Lm to expand the company, which as 
its name suggests flogs books over the 
Net The placing and public offering 
via brokets Shaw & Co will take the 
company's market cap to £3. 3m. 

Mr Mattocks is refreshing prool 
that the US doesn't have a monopoly 
on computer nerds made good. He 
designed his first computer game at 
the age of 15 and then moved on to 

• ^ cr: WAirfuiro *mn 
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design systems for SG Warburg and 
National Westminster Bank. 


ip' 


Hair today: Is Richard Branson more colourful than ever? 


No doubt those, high-powered corpo- 
rate financiers at Hambro Magan 
feared they would be moved from 


their smart town house in Queen 
Anne’s Gate into NatWest Market’s 
Lubyanka-like City head office in 
Bisbopsgate after the recent takeover. 

However, NatWest Market’s chief 
executive, Martin Owen, has found 
them a “miniature Kew Gardens" to 
work in, slap bang in the heart of the 
City. 

Mr Owen decided that the new 
place should take him no longer than 


five minutes to walk to from his own 
office in Bishopsgate, and he came up 
with bijoux Crosby Court. Now he can 
drop in on George Magan and the 
chaps without breaking sweat 


Yesterday niche merchant bank Guin- 
ness Mahon celebrated both the past 
and the future. A raft of senior bank 
directors attended the opening of the 
Denis Mahon Collection of Italian 


Not that it’s ali spotty youths in 
baseball caps. Chairman Simon Pre- 
ston has over 35 years' management 
experience and has already built and 
sold one private computer company. 

The Internet Bookshop claims to 
be the UK’s “dear market leader” in 
selling books via the Net, with 894.000 
titles on offer. The holding company 
for the float is called booksbop.co.uk 
pic. As a sweetener, investors get a 10 
per cent discount on books they buy 
through the company. 


John Willcock 


Shire buys US 
drugs delivery 
firm for £105m 


Magnus Grimond 


Shire Pharmaceuticals, the small 
group floated a year ago, is to 
increase its size by more than 
twcMthirds following a deal to 


pay up to $170m (£105m) for 
'3 drugs aeliv- 


Pharmaveue, a US drugs < 
ety company based in Maryland. 

The news came as Core 
Group, a company specialisin g 
in sustained release drug deliv- 
ery products, announced that its 
£73m stock market flotation 
had 'been ‘‘heavily oversub- 
scribed" at 250p a share. 

To part finance the Phar- 
raaveoe deal and other acquisi- 
tions being contemplated. Shire 
is raisingfLIJm by way of a one* 
for- ten placing and offer at 214p 
a share. The group is also un- 
derstood to be in negotiations for 
the purchase of a unnamed com- 
pany in Europe and a product 
range in the UK for total of£14m. 

Despite the flood of new eq- 
uity, the share price dropped just 
3 Jp to 234p yesterday as analysts 
welcomed the deal and news of 
lower Lhan expected losses of 
£105,000 in the latest six months. 
D r Rolf S tahe l Shire's chief ex- 
ecutive, said it had effectively 
achieved break-even in six 
months, rather than the 12 
mouths forecast by the market 

Fhannavene gives Shire an- 
other 11 potential new products, 
taking the pipeline to 30. The 
US group has created a high- 
throughput method of screen- 
ing how well particular drug 
formulations penetrate human 
cells in the laboratory. It is ap- 


plying the results in 1 1 projects 
to develop technologies for the 
delivery and release of. drugs 
more effectively into the body. 

The lead product is CarbatroU 
a controlled release form of car- 
bamazepine, a drug used in the 
treatment of epilepsy. Carbatiol, 
which is licensed to Athena, part 
of the Irish drugs delivery group 
Elan, could be launched later 
this year. If successful it would 
compete directly with Novartis' 
Tegretol drug, which had sales 
of S340m in 1994. 

Another product under de- 
velopment is a more efficient - 
version of Glaxo Wellcome’s 
Zovirax anti-herpes drug. But 
the bigger potential could come 
from an oral form of Calcitonin, 
used for the treatment of brittle 
bones, which could attack a 
world market currently put at 
$5bn. 

Separately, Oxford Molecu- 
lar, a biotechnology group, 
announced that it was investing 
£500.000 in Cambridge 
Combinatorial a new drug re- 
search company run by Allan 
Marchington, the brother of Ox- 
ford’s chief executive Tony 
Marchington. 

Oxford will take a 20 percent 
stake in Cambridge. The new 
company plans to use combi- 
natorial chemistry to supply 
potential drug prospects to 
other drug and biotech groups. 
It claims it will have an edge on 
similar companies by providing 
a narrower range of compounds 
for screening as new drug 
prospects. 


Docks dispute cost 
Mersey £800,000 


Chris Gods mark 

Business Correspondent 


The long-running dispute 
between 329 dismissed dockers 
and Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Company cost the group 
C8U0JV00 last year, it was re- 
vealed \ cMcrday. 

Htiwever. Trevor Furlong, 
Mersey's chief executive, said 
discussions were continuing 
which could lead to a settlement, 
some 18 months after the in- 
dustrial action began. The 
Transport and General Workers 
Union, which is mu officially 
supporting the dispute, is living 
to broker a deal where ’the 
dockers would set up a company 
to supply services la the Pori. 

Mr Furlong said he was 
optimistic ah ail talks scheduled 
for next week. "The germs are 
there, but we've got to develop 
11 ■ We still come back to the 
basic question, which is why the 
dockers won't hold a secret 
ballot. We believe a majority 
would vote io end the action.* 

»n a postal ballot last Julv the 


dockers, who were dismissed for 
refusing to cross a picket line, 
rejected an offer to reinstate 40 
jobs, with pay-offs of £25,000 for 
foe rest. The new offer adds an- 
other £3.000 to the settlement 

Jimmy Nolan, chairman of 
the Merseyside Port Shop Stew- 
ards. welcomed Mr Furlong's 
comments, but said; “We see no 
logic in having another postal bal- 
lot. We wish to be reinstated and 
we've said foal all along. We've 
had a show of hands on tins." But 
Mr Nolan said the company had 
to end its relationship with a lo- 
cal employment agency that had 
recruited replacement staff and 
must negotiate work exclusively 
with the dockers’ company. 

Mersey Docks yesterday an- 
nounced a 16-5 percent rise in 
opera ting profits for last year to 
£43jfcn- However, headline pre- 
tax profits fell from £3 1,7m to 
£29.7m after the £9m cost of 
dosing the loss-making Eurolink 
Ferries operation. The group 
also said it intended to raise in- 
vestment this year to £48 m, after 
spending £20m in 1996. 


Sell-offs boost profits 
at Scottish Television 


Clifford German 


Exceptional gains of £33J2m 
from disposals helped Scottish 
Television achieve record profits 
of £6 1.2m last year. The acqui- 
sition of Caledonian Publishing 
has also provided the group with 
a broader operating base and 
made a significant contribu- 
tion to profits. 

The group plans to change its 
name later this year to reflect the 
move towards a multimedia 
company, executive chairman 
Gus Macdonald said yesterday. 

The recent sale of the 20 per 
cent stake in HTV acquired 
from Flextech in 1995 to United 
News & Media was pan of a 
programme of selling off low- 
yielding investments to help fi- 
nance the £l20m paid for 
Caledonian. The disposal re- 
alised £73.7m and created an 
exceptional gain of £57 Jm. 

United also bought Scottish 
TV's 5 per cent slake in ITN, 
which yielded a further excep- 
tional profit of.£3.9m- 


Exclading exceptioaals, prof- 
it before tax was still up 40 per 
cent to£2Sm and operating prof- 
its rose 37 per cent to £25.om. 

Turnover from continuing 
operations grew by 16 per cent 
to £1 14.7m. Operating profit 
from continuing operations in- 
creased by 26 per cent to 
£23.9m, earnings per share rose 
by 13 percent to 31p and a fi- 
nal dividend of 132p brings the 
foil year figure to 18.7p, an in- 
crease of 15 per cent . 


sales contributed record oper- 
ating profits of £3 .3m. 

Caledo 


Broadcasting turnover rose for 
prof- 



8 per cent and operating 
its rose by 24 per cent to £20 j6m. 
Advertising revenues also im- 
proved 8 percent to £8L4m, in- 
creasing the company's share of 
JTV net advertising revenue 
from 4.77 per cent to 4.91 per 
cenL In the second half of the 
ycarit was back above 5 per cent 
Programme sales leapt by 47 
per cent to £293m, helped by 
delayed deliveries from the pre- 
vious year and several new com- 
missions including the drama 
series McCatlum. Programme 


ledonian Publishing, pub- 
lishers of the Glasgow-based 
Herald and Evening Times con- 
tributed £12. 6m to turnover 
and £1.7m to operating profits 
in the final 12 weeks of the year. 
The integration of Caledonian 
is proceeding smoothly, cost re- 
duction targets are being 
achieved and the opportunities 
for selling advertising across 
television and newspapers show 
great potential according to Mr 
Macdonald. 

Audience figures for Sky 
Scottish, the new satellite chan- 
nel launched with BSkyB in No- 
vember have been initially small 
but the financial impact on the 
group is minimal to date. 

The outlook for 1997 is good 
in spite of the uncertainties 
created by foe impending gen- 
eral election. Disposals leave 
Scottish Television with £14m of 
net cash and make it well placed 
to fund future expansion. The 
shares rose 7 Jp to 637 Jp. 


Sema set 
fora 
year of 
bedding 
down 


Nigel Cope 


Serna Group, the Anglo-French 
computer services group, said 
yesterday that 1997 would be a 
year of consolidation after three 
acquisitions last year. Sema 
said that of the new purchases 
British Rail Business Systems 
was performing well while Ifelis, 
the fixed telephony group 
should break even in 1997 and 
move into profit in 1998. Syn- 
tax, the former facilities man- 
agement arm of Olivetti, is 
being integrated and made a 
significant contribution to the 
1996 results. 

Announcing a 35 per cent in 
1996 profits to £50m Pierre 
Bone In, Serna’s chief execu- 
tive, said that the company 
would spend the current year 
bedding down its new deals but 
added: “Obviously, if there is a 
good opportunity pasting by we 
will take it." 

He added that following the 
success of the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympic Games, where Sema 
was foe official information 
systems supplier, the group k ex- 
pecting a similar involvement in 
the Sydney games in 2000. 
However, he adcnowledged that 
the contract for the World Cup 
football tournament in France 
next year had gpne to Electronic 
Data systems of the US. 

The company is concentrating 
on the fast growing Anglo- 
French information telecoms 
and business systems markets 
this year. Though foe company 


is expanding into Germany and 
the US, Sen 


Sema plans to focus 
mainly on organic growth. 

Spending on technology has 
been growing rapidly in tele- 
coms and Sema has signed an 
agreement with Global One, foe 
alliance of Deutsche Telecom 
and France Tfelecom. 

Sema, which is quoted in 
London and Paris, saw profits 
rise 35 per cent to £5 Ora in the 
year to 31 December. Sales in- 
creased by a similar amount to 
£927m. Organic growth rose 20 
per cent and the order book 
grew by 66 per cent to £1 ^5bn. 

Last year's £99m rights issue - 
foe company’s first - has left 
Sema with net cash of £18m. 

Serna's telecoms business 
grew by 44 per cent and its busi- 
ness systems division, which in- 
cludes high-margin outsourcing 
contracts as well as systems 
integration operations, saw 46 
per cent growth. 

Sema is hopingfor expanding 
workloads as companies prepare 
computer systems for Euro- 
pean Monetary Union and foe 
“millennium problem" of adapt- 
ing computers to foe year 2000. 

Serna’s shares, which have 
surged from 532p to 1275p 
over the past year, closed 1 Up 
down on foe day at 1238Jp. 


In Brief 


• Energ is . the telecommunications business owned by National 
Grid, yesterday slashed its international call prices to business 
customers for up to a third, in a move that could ignite a price 
war with British Telecom. Energis introduced a new tariff for 
business customers who spend about £70 or more per month 
on calls. Calls to France, Germany and the USA will fall to 10p 
a minute. Mike Grabiner, Energis chief executive, claimed this 
made Energis the cheapest mainstream telephones business in 
the world. He said he intended to raise the group's share of the 
UK's £l-5bn a year international call market from under 1 per 
cent to 5 per cent. Energis also insisted it could make a profit 
on the new tariff. 








• Birmingham Midsbires Building Society reported an increase 
in taxable profits from £63„9m to £70.7m for 1996- Mike Jackson, 
chief executive, said the society “does not fed itself under any 
pressure to link with another organisation simply because other 
societies have decided to do so". He said the society “continues 
to research all the options so as to ensure that it is fulfilling its 
duty to act in foe best long-term interests of the society". He said 
there were plans to extend the product range by launching a credit 
card, motor and travel insurance products. Separately, the 
neighbouring Coventry Building Society announced a drop m pre- 
tax profits from £41 .7m to £24.15m due to the "planned narrowing" 
of the interest margin. 



.->1 HMfr 


• Volkswagen, the German car company, more than doubled 
net earnings in 1996 to DM687m (£25 1m), from DM33 6m in the 
previous year. Turnover climbed by 1 1 per cent to DMIOObn. Sales 
of cars rose by 10.7 per cent to 3.99 mflfion. 


i-1 


• Matthew Claris, tire troubled dder producer, has appointed 
Robert' MacNevin as group marketing director with effect from 
1 May. Mr MacNevin joins from Guinness Brewing Worldwide, 
where he is currently marketing and business development director 
for Europe after four years working as marketing director of Guin- 
ness Brewing GB. 


• Penny Hughes has .joined the board of Mirror Group, joint 
owner of The Independent, as a non-executive director. She was 
president of Coca-Cola Great Britain & Ireland nnril January 1995. 
She also holds other non-executive directorships at Next, Beris- 
ford and Body shop. 


• French consumer prices rose 0.3 per cent in January after a 
0-2 per cent rise in December. The year-on-year inflation rate 
was 1.8 per cent in January compared with 1.7 per cent the month 
before. 


• Nropsend, the engineering group, warned that pre-tax profits 
would fail shon of market expectations and be lower than foe 
previous year’s result of £1.9m. The company blamed foe short- 
fall on a downturn on Ferro Alloys, and delays in foe supply of 
items of investment at Cmtride. Neepsend’s shares dived from 
41 Jp to 33 Jp. 


i.r: 




• Company cars continue to be a popular benefit, with many 
companies increasing the value of vehicles allocated and some 
decreasing foe replacement intervals after a period of tightening 
up on cost m the wake of foe recession, according to foe latest 
company car policy survey by remuneration advisers Monks Part- 
nership Report editor David Atkins added that tax changes had 
done little to reduce the attraction of cans, with few drivers tempted 
to accept a cash allowance instead. 


• Capita, foe outsourcing and support services group, boosted 

Eft"}* *l» P» «* » aSu. TtanoJSStai 

£H7m to £1 12m. The total dividend is being raised by 23 per cent 
to 4.8p, and is accompanied .by a two-for-one bonus issue ufshares. 
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Hello Dolly as biotechs dance back into the spotlight 




Biotech is back. After a share 
price meltdown in the second 
half of last year the sector has 
returned to favour with in- 
vestors, helped by anticipa- 
tion of good news flow randan 
upturn in the US biotech 
market. 

According to' I> Eriing Ref- 
swn at Japanese broker Ya- 
maichi, many large financial 
institutions now take the view 
that they must have some ex- 
posure on fundamental 
grounds to the UK biotech sec- 
tor - the second-largest of its 
kmdm the ■worid after the US. 

In a 69-page review just 
sent out to dients. he estimates 
that die underlyin g intellectu al 
assets in the sector are grow- 
ing at an average of between 
30-50 per cent a year while the 
number of quoted companies 
is now large enough for a 
portfolio approach to reduce 
individual company risk. 

Certainly sentiment has 
been helped by a dutch of np- 


high-proffle of which came 
this week from PPL Thera- 
peutics, responsblefor teeb- 
nologyvrfnch created Dolly the 
lamb, the world’s first dated 
mamm al. The dtares .soared 
another 67 -5p to 4SSp, for a ' 
two-day gain of 36 per cent. 

The follows news last week 
that Proteas had successfully 
developed aspeedier test for 
detecting BSE with the bless- 
ing .of the Irish government. 
Shares in Proteus, 7p higher 

tripledmua; the^re nkthr ^^h 

was reported. 

Cantab Pharmaceuticals 
benefited from the institu- 
tional buying, rising 2.5p to 
867_5p as the Prudential 
emerged as the owner of 3.81 
percent of the shares, fa its re- 
pot Va match? notes Cantab's 
•‘stu nning ’’ genital warts trial 
results while the emergence of 
drugs giants S mfrhKIme 
Beecfiam and Pfizer as part- 



MARKET REPORT 


PATRICK TOOHER 


ners validates the technology. 
Also toucfaing new highs yes- 
terday was BTG, up 16.5p to 
591 Jp, fuelled- in, pan by 
takeover hopes. The UK gov- 
ernment's goldea share in the 
world’s leading technology 
transfer company expires next 
month. 

AIM-listed PolyMASC 
Pharmaceuticals advanced 
lOp to 133^ after posting a 
maiden loss of £1.1 mon sales 
of £117,000. 

Recent speculative buying 
has also been seen in blood 
products group Haemocell, 
whose shares have come off 
their all-time 3p low. There is 
talk the stock, unchanged at 
5_5p, could hit lOp soon. 


Blue chips followe d Wal l 
Street lower with the FTSE- 
100 index closing at 4344.7, up 
13.6, but 13 points below the 
day's best stowing. 

The main casualty was 
Nat West Bank, town 36p to 
7763p, as analysts rushed to 
trim their forecasts after a dis- 
appointing set of final results. 
The main concerns were rising 
costs and a lack of news about 
a share buy-back. Some switch- 
ing out of Nat West was *kA 
seen, with Barclays the main 
beneficiary, np 26p at 1J 3Sp. 

Further consideration of 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson's 
positive review of retailers 
pushed Marks & Spencer and 
Next to the teq) of the list of 


best-performing blue chips. 
M&S advanced 143pto5Q3p, 
closely followed by Next, 16p 
better at 609 Jp. 

Among the laggards sen ad- 
vice from UBS; BZW and 
Dresdner Kldnwort Bemon 
was enough to wipe out all of 
Monday’s gains in Thorn, 
town I35pat 1892>p.EMI,its 
former stablemate, bad a 
volatile session, dipping 36pm 
an immedrate k ne e -jerk re- 
sponse to weak nme-inanih re- 
suhs.Bta the shares recovered 
to dose a net 45p higher at 
U97.5p as the negative impact 
of currency factors was dis- 
counted. 

Also in the doghouse was 
Dalgety, off to at 33Z5p as 
HSBC James Cape! farced its 
mnrwnm^ylafitMi tO hold, but 
rival food producer HStedoMB 
Holdings fared better, adding 
a penny to 186p ahead of next 
week’s results as NatWesi higb- 
lufaied expectations for dou- 
bJe-digit earnings growth and 


a 7 per cent yield. Pace Micro 
hit a new kw of 157p. dawn3p. 
Analysts hope that a rare 
speech by BSkyB supremo 
Sam Chisholm at a cable con- 
ference on Thursday may also 
provide long-awaited news that 
Pace has won the contract 10 
make up to 250,000 digital 
set-top boxes. 

A profits warning from zips 
maker SEP sent the shares 
crashing lOJZSp to 26p for the 
day’s biggest Single fall 

Shares in Motion Media, 
the Ofex-listed video phone 
maker, paused for breath, slip- 
ping 10p to 270p. The shares 
have been stellar performers in 
recent weeks on hopes of a big 
video phone deal with BT that 
would transform the company. 

MM is also exhibiting its 
video phone, launched last 
November, at the Cebit trade 
fair in Hannover next month 
when an agreement with 
Deutsche IfeleKom may also be 
unveiled. 


Taking Stock 


□ The latest top-er-the-ball- 
market signal comes from 
ShareLink, which says the 
level of inquiries for the 
Snrtbcoraing Birmingham 
City flotation has been “over- 
whelming”. Queues formed 
yesterday outside the execu- 
tion-only broker’s Birming- 
ham headquarters as fans 
rushed to sign up for beat 
this morning’s 10 o’clock 
deadline for applications. 
This despite the Blues' miser- 
able form os the football 
pitch and reports that chib 
captain Steve Bruce b poised 
to take over from Trevor 
Brads as manager alter 
dealings in the shares begin 
on AIM on 7 March. 

□ William Sinclair; the gar- 
den products grtxqa, (lowered 
as interim pre-tax profits 
came is at £2J24m (£1.76m). 
The shares rose 15p to 
221.5 p, their best level far 

over three years. 
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difficult 


fight for 


the tour 


respect 


Britain's only woman world boxing 
champion defends her title on Sunday 
in New Orleans. Nick Hailing met her 


•• ■• •• 


Alan Mollally had a day w a- 
metnber in New^a^ 3^ 
terday, although it 

w do with batting wbowlwfr 

Ffching off the coast at NapKX 
wfaerelSgland we« \1"E3 
to play N cw Zealand m todJj> * 

thffineKiay 




T he young fighter appeals 
anxious as dk trainer laces 
on the gloves in prepara- 
tion for a sparring session. He 
outweighs his opponent by a 
good 40 pounds and has an un- 
deniable edge in strength and 
power, but knows that he is to 
receive a daunting test not only 
of his ability as a boxer, but of 
his very manhood. He is about 
to enter the ring with Jane 
Couch, Britain’s only female 
world boxing champion. 

Three rough, 

hostile, uncom- 
promising I W3S 

rounds later it is 

ail smiles, the lin tO C 


two embracing 
in mutual re- 
spect and, from 
the male per- 
spective, a sense 
of relief. In 
preparation for 


;bter appears average six-round male pro- 
s trainer laces fessional a run for his money, 
sin prepara- and there aren’t many women 
g session. He who can say that" 
fponent by a Couch represents the Tegltx- 
nd has an un- mate face of female pugilism, a 
strength and woman whose dedication to her 
that he is to craft has meant leaving her Lan- 
; test not only cashire home for life on a farm 
boxer, but of in Bristol owned by her trainer, 
.He is about T&x Woodward. Here she is sub- 
g with Jane jetted to aspartan regime of con- 
only female ditioning which has transformed 
npion. her from a crude brawler into a 

polished barer. 

.. , . . “The discipline 

I was brought does my head 

, , . in,” she com- 

up to look after p^med. -rm 

not used to be- 

myself and if m &» bed by 


the England hotel in Napwr 
destined for the tcamjbart»e«u 
together with about 40 crayfish 
also taken during thc [np. 

On dry land m South Africa, 
Australia completed Lhmr btuW- 

up to the first Test with a hfth 

consecutive victory yesterday. 
The tourists cruised to a 79-run 
victory against a TVansvaai 
Invitation XI in Soweto, 

261 for 7 in their 45 ovens and d&- 
mfcsmg the local side for its— 

The game was over as a con- 
test by the 10th over of Trans- 
vaal's reply when Nic Balhas wos 

■ . r ii & * DCrtli.il ivnfh« 


Jane Couch: The (ftstipline imposed by her trainer, T ex Woodward, bas added craftto haft- 


photograph: Peter Jay 


someone gave 
you any lip 


the defence of yOU 0 Tl 

her Women’s _ 

International 

Boxing Federation welterweight 
title in New Orleans on Sunday, 
Couch has dispatched a succes- 
sion of cocksure training partners 
whose aura of masculine supe- 
riority has been rudely shat- 
tered by the champion's 
relentless’ aggression. 

“Some people laugh at 
women's boxing, but they'd bet- 
ter not laugh at me,” the 28- 
year-old from Fleetwood said, 
“rve sparred with lads wboVe 
had 60 or more fights, and they 
can’t even hurt me. Td give the 


ing in bed by 
1030 every 

night, and doing 

what I'm told.” 
It is a far cry 
from the girl 


defence of you'd fill 'em in' who always 
Women's seemed to be 


getting into 
fights at school and whose 
nose for trouble meant that 
mayhem was never far away. 
“I'm not a violent person, but 
I was brought up to look after 
myself, and if someone gave you 
any lip, you’d fill 'em in.” One 
day she saw a television docu- 
mentary on women boxers, and 
realised that here was a way of 
combining business with plea- 
sure. 

“I didn’t know women could 
box and to be honest, I thought 
that if you can fight - which I 


could - you could just go ahead 
and do it I didn’t realise you 
bad to train hard and work at 
it” Couch made her debut in 
Wigan two years ago, taking par- 
ticular delight in knocking out 
a London policewoman inside 
two rounds. Three further vic- 
tories followed before die was 
invited to challenge for the 
world title in Denmark against 
the Frenchwoman - Sandra 
Giger last May. 

It was -grim stuff. Couch, 
right eye swollen and black- 
ened, ultimately breaking 
Giger’s nose and spirit over 10 
gruelling rounds which re- 
vealed both her strengths and 
weaknesses. “Giger was better, 
stronger and more experi- 
enced but couldn’t cope with 
Jane'srelentless aggression,” 
Woodward said. “Jane had 
energy, heart and personality, 
but couldn’t box. However, she 


is highly intelligent, and a 
quick learner, rve tried to 
show her that there is more to 
boxing than just whacking 
somebody, and she’s re- 
sponded.” 

AD of which will be essential 
if she is to prevail in New Or- 
leans against the vastly experi- 
enced Andrea DeShong. 


and accepted in the United 
States; the ragged Christy Mar- 
tin is a regular on Don King 
promotions, and is probably the 
best-known woman boxer in die 
world (the Conch camp feigns 
indifference to the knowledge 
that DeShong is the only per- 
son to have defeated the for- 
midable Nct Yorker). ■ 

As a consequence, American 
women have greafer opportu- 
nities to pursue their. careers 
.than their counterparts in fhe 
United Kjngdon^where preju- 


dices run deep and tire |$gBcal 
reaction to women figuring is 
one of disdain. ‘The British have 
a bad attitude to women in 
spoft generally, notiust in box- 
ing,” Couch said, “I meet peo- 
ple who criticise female basing 
all the thne,..yet they’ve never 
seen it, and aren’t aware of the 
work that goes into it You’d 
think that people would be 
proud of having a world cham- 
pion, bin instead, they're very 
quick to knock.” * 

Conch believes that greater 
exposure will help women's 
boxing achieve a greater degree 
ctf respectability m this country. 
Female fights cm male shows are 



□S-Hav- 

kungfa 

Robert-, 
sr of two 


toihteomfc ’the WIBFs ban- 

farrafegghf rftftfnn jon. “ Winning 

justyet," she 
said^.nwd iwr helps the poweare 
in'&c&UK te indude women in 
dCT^ntSj &enft could be the 
sEa^^sometinng bjjg.” 

But ' big money is likely to 
elu<fi*“ r tfatei ’for some tune. 
Couch nrilF'-eain just $2,000 
(££265) for -defending her ti- 
de, wtafttn^ that a full-time 
job Wdhld^rovide a more reli- 
able iQga^s pf making a living. 
Insb^^i^si^lements mea- 


being^^ftddr^sr a rafcjor 

Th^ilkriheamtHt^ 

other 


appearances, her exuberant 
pe^^a&y a natural fit for the 
anajT’&reea. 

■- Even rg, the States, women 
are ribw. finding their earning 


potential being called into ques- 
tion. Martin, the game’s most 
bankable name, was absent 
from King’s Last promotion, of- 
ficially with an injury. Howev- 
er, there have been dark 
munnurings that she was 
dropped after demanding a 
purse of $100,000. 

Couch remains undaunted, 
confident in her ability to make 
it both in the ring and as a per- 
sonality. “Fve got to keep the 
title, because no one will want 
to know me if I lose,” she said. 

“But when. I first saw that 
documentary, I promised my- 
self that I'd become a world 
champion, and be rich and fa- 
mous. rve got the title and a 
bit of fame, all I need now is 
the money.” 

In a business infamous for the 
exploitation of its participants, 
that might turn out to be the 
toughest fight of all, 


out scoring, reducing his side to 
29 for 5. 

There were only two stands 
of substance for the home side 
- first between the Transvaal all- 

rounder, Andrew Hall, and a Jo- 
hannesburg schoolboy. Solly 
Ndima. They put on 53 for the 
sixth wicket, Ndima making 35 
from 41 balls with six boundaries 
before having his middle stump 
removed by Greg BlewctL 

The Transvaal captain, Clive 
Eksteen. made 42 from 64 bolls 

and added 54 for the ninth wick- 
et with Wiyne KidwelL who fin- 
ished 30 not out. 

Earlier, Justin Longer (63) 
and Matthew Elliott (69) had 
laid the foundation for Aus- 
tralia's challenging total by 
putting on 117 for the second 
wicket and the tempo was lift- 
ed when Michael Bevan (49) 
and Matthew Hayden (47) 
smashed 98 for the fourth wick- 
et in 11 overs. 

Australia have now won all five 
games before the first of three 
Tfcsts against South Africa, which 
starts in Johannesburg on Friday. 
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SCORING SYSTEM 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 9 


POS NAME 


TEAM 


POINTS 


4 points for a goal ■ 4 points for a goalkeepaidefender 
[dean sheet ■ 3 points for a successful assist ■ I point 
When a player is seteri&T S plays * T point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, I point 
for a draw ■ Lose 1 point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points for a red card: 


MR WILLIAM KARR 




MR GARFIELD MOCULLEN 






MR PETER FRANKENTAL 




MR SUNG 


mses's* 

h 

1M.J FSi-Slk* 


MR SIMON DRAPER 


m 




MR NICK KNIGHT 


KNIGHT’S NANA HEAD 


MR I GODWIN 


NORVOOO 


ji.:;, C 


:‘vj '."Vvii 


DR STEPHEN MATTHEWS 


MR DAR REN NICHOLAS 


B3H 

'-.‘p- v.v'i-rr 


OH TOM BOYLE 


LAST GASP GULLIT 


* 


Llc.- 


Sr' 


MR PAUL RICHARDSON 




QNCINATI STORM 


m v--.' 


* 


MR SEAN BROSNAN 






MRWOODHOUSC 




MR AND REW GOODEN 


■mmx:. 


WBTVt 








.f J-W m - 


L1FTL&4JNS 






, i 








MRANPrSWANNEY 




|| W : *$k ^4 








MR C NOBEL 


^ '3*" ■ ■ ^ • J -r; -I--. . - :y- 

w. " “ ' ” ' ' ' " 


^ 3 


MR STEVBX HART 




COWBOYS 


MR DAVID ASHTON 




The lodgers 
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about Supposin 


It has been a frequent scene in 
Irish fields in recent years. A 
well-dressed pairing of Engl&h 
owner and t raine r has bo ugh t 
a horse for ask-figure sum from 
relatively scruffylocal chaps in 
turned-down Wellingtons. Tbe 
people on one side of this bar- 
gain are, by great taproom wit, 
reputed to be daft and easy to 
fooL A dispassionate observer 
of these outdoor transactions 
might find it a little more diffi- 
cult to find the dupe. 

Nicholas Cooper can cer- 
tainly be considered no dolt as 
he has built up a serious for- 
tune in business, but he had to 
lay ont a goodly slice of his 
profits last month on an Irish 
novice hurdler called Fm Sup- 
posin, who had run just once 
over timber. 

The portents though are 
good that this money wifi not be 
chasing the poorly-speculated 
rest as it cascades down the 
grids. On his second outing, I'm 
Supposin waltzed away from 
Finnegan’s Hollow at Naas, 
and that nmner-im then all 
but beat the highly-rated 
Istabraq at Leopardstown. 

I’m Supposin may now have 
posted just two runs over hur- 
dles in nis life, but his form and 
promise mean this useful for- 
mer-Flat performer is a 7-1 
chance with Coral for the 
Champion Hurdle itself. 

Fm Supposin anil not need a 
return portion on his ticket to 
Prestbuiy Park. Win, lose or 
draw he will be transferred 
from his current digs with Kevin 
Prendergast in Kildare to Coop- 
ers favoured trainer in Britain, 
the Sussex- based Richard 
Rowe. ItwflJ be an unusual jour- - 
ney to one of Britain's bright- 
est freshman talents from one 
of Ireland's most venerated 
raring families 

Kevin Prendergast, whoTwfi ' 
be 65 this year, is the sbnof the 
legendary P J Prendergast^ and 


Richard Edmondson on Ireland's chief 
challenger for the Champion Hurdle 


brother to Paddy, a fellow train- 
er. A former leading amateur 
rider, he fists his interests as 
fuming and breeding, which is 
quite understandable when you 
learn that he has been on the 
lookout for seven brothers. An- 
drea, Penelope, Louse, Noma, 
Anne, Amanda and fJ atasha arw 
the seven brides he has been 
seeking to bankroll 

Down toe years Prendergast 
has won plenty of ^ d omestic 
Classics and, in 1977, he sent 
Nebbiolo over to Newmarket to 
win toe ZOOO Guineas. Most re- 
cently he supervised Oscar 
Schindler's dramatic campaign 
last year, when toe huge chest- 

pectadons that bave^afways 
been held for him. 

The first Oscar nomination 
this season is Epsom’s Coro- 
nation Cup and he will compete ' 
with the very brat throughout 
toe year. “Yon don't expect to . 
see Eric Cantona playing in toe 
Third Division so well be there 
in all toe big races," toe train- 
er said yesterday. 

I'm Supposin actually met his 
more celebrated stablemate in 
the Irish St Leger in September 
ami was far from humiliated. “If 
you take Oscar Schindler out of 
the Leger be was beaten only 
four lengths by Key Change, 
who had won a Yorkshire Oaks, 
a Group One,” Prendergast 
said. “You can't get any better 
than that in terms of a Cham- 
pion Hurdle horse. 

“Some of the horses he'll be 
running against will be just old 
bumper horses and I think the 
last time that anything ran in 
a Champion Hurdle with toe 
sort of Flat rating [1 15} he’s got 
it was AlderbroaL This is not 
just an ordinary horse you 
know." 1 


Fm Supposin may not have 
won many times last year but he 
did capture a Derby, even if h 
was toe Ulster Harp handicap 
version at Down Royal. 

There were also notable ef- 
forts in defeat, including a 
.and a half second to ra- 
the subsequent runner- 
up in toe Arc and winner of the 
Breeders’ Cuplinfr in a Group 
Three event at the Curnigh. Per- 
haps roost mgnificantjy of all he 
ran more frequently than an Es- 
kimo's nose to prove his dura- 
bility for a winter job. 

Fm Sapp os in’s National 
Hunt logbook may have limit- 
ed entries, but PrendeTgasi be- 
lieves the five-year-old has 
already displayed what it takes 
to^ win at the Festival. “He’s fike 
AWerbrook because he just 
jumps for fun,” the trainer said. 
“He s only had two starts over 
jumps but he’s already beaten 
the best novices here by seven 

len gths. 

“And bow many races do 
they need before they learn? I 
tell you they're either good at 
it or they're not. Schooling 
doesn’t make them that much 
better because they either have 
a natural appetite for toe game 
or they don't." 

Prendergast regrets his horse 
is moving on but, like all Irish- 
men, understands the sale as 
part of the sport's economics. 
“The owner is toe all-powerful 
man because he pays toe bSls," 
he said. “This was done for the 
betterment of the owner and the 
betterment of toe horse." 

. David Brennan. I’m Sup- 
posing former owner, could be 
said to be awash in betterment 
His little horse is reported to . 
have moved on for a price 
some way past the first six-fig- 
ure mark. 



Maguire kicked 
out of Festival 


Sound Man: misses Queen Mother Cbarnpkm Chase Photograph: Phil Smith/Sporting Life 


Adrian Maguire Ls to miss his 
third Cheltenham Festival in a 
row after breaking his right 

arm at Leicester yesterday. 
Maguire was kicked on the 
ground after taking a fall from 
Rnwoods Valley in toe novices' 
chase. The three-day Festival 
begins a week on Tuesday. 

Maguire’s wife, Sabrina, con- 
firmed the extent of his in- 
juries: “He has broken his 
humerus, the bone between his 
shoulder and elbow. It isadean 
break, but he is in a lot of pain." 

Maguire was ruled out of last 
year’s Festival after breaking his 
collar-bone in a fall, while 12 
months previously the death of 
his mother, Pfaylus. forced the 
jockey to miss the meeting. 

On Saturday Maguire 
recorded a five-timer at Kemp- 
ton which included successes on 
the Chellenham-hound quartet 
of Sarunortino. Viking Flag- 
ship. LOpera and Phanmear for 
David Nicholson, who retains 
him as stable jockey. 


Shoemaker 
sues hospital 
for $50m 

Bill Shoemaker, the world's 
most successful jockey with' 
8£83 career winners, has filed 
a $S0m (£3 1.4m) negligence 
suit against a hospital andefebt 
doctors who treated him after 
a car crash in 1991 which left 
him a quadraplegic. 

Shoemaker, 65, cl aims that 
his injuries were ignored by toe 
doctors in the hours after toe 
crash, when he lost control of 
his vehicle which tumbled over 
an embankment in San Dimas. 
Shoemaker had a Mood-alcohol 
level erf £L13% at toe time of the 
crash, according to the Cali- 
fornia Highway Patrol The le- 
gal limit to drive in California 
is 0.08%, but he was not pros- 
ecuted for drink driving as no- 
one else was hurt and because 
of toe severity of his injuries. 
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HOBCHST ROUSSEL FttNACUR EBF MARES NOVICES HUR- 
DLE (QUAUHER) (CLASS D) £3£50 added 2m 4f 110yds 
Penalty value £2^85 

0P3WM. O^MXSP5(B>[nieSunPw^Oil« J«»^J(traan7117 —ASSMHl 

010412 SPmzmttttP«lRAaM«0riJfi^BM511O f<C>Wny 

042-205 CBH«rpgC13}|Bw^DqpiPBwi«ncit61P7 BaWWajS) 

M04 minWlIEI29OtoPSM^PW9il)er6107--^_. I 

5602 UmUHK{m(DGtNtoniy|litoUiMw5JD7 PINwa 

MtamyiaHMWhfcwiiniMiawicWinT _ 

ooop nwmiwMimi 


V R«8EADaU«t{70mHs0WHVPBnmn?J07. 

oo aHmBMB«MTiw^rni»ivweew«M07„ 

'■ -OdadMed- 


Jkisrin 


■UUMwe mUNKICS WITH RUNNERS: Hh U Sem«]r — 48 winaaB from 1 76 
iixrn b3 glteftgiicce«mlQof27^%mdaloB8CoaSJlleTct<u>ecrS22ai;6a i e iu r a» 

-^&Mnifi§920.imiiKn, 23J3%, -lliaS; D Nlcholma — 17 lrinncfs, 58 nmnecB, 
afijRaS&O; JFUaGenM— 17 wtane«, 103 rurem, -f-SI3U». 

88 m Udea, 2S2W, +SJ8^& A lfa«Bk «— 22 wtana*, 05 rides. HASH, -fSKUIfti 

A P^Wfc^ITvrijaiera, lOSridea, H3%,-4iS.89. 
mtnm Mn nsTTiMRNoae. 

LAST 8EVBN PAIS: None. 

LOJtOJMMHqK KDNNEKS: No N* No Gtfn (4.00) hn been tw» 2» mfle« fcyJ Gtf- 
rotdfhac ftqMiLWea StBeex; niliiwm (BOO) haslwea sem 1M ndes br M Tompkto 
IWraNf^aiMSonbft. 
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A Dolw, U-l Pwk A Boe, m owns. 

IMft Mto OpBrnfet 6 10 11 R Jotmion 10-11 (D ffcfutoi) 16 ran 

FOlWeUDE 

SPRHZER, outpaced by MogS Memory wer Unmlnnusi a Caoanck last time, hWieartwieabad 
a ttrsM ow Ms taretr Up an dw same couse Wwi besong WbComt bj» 11 tartfa Sp«w 
mote ttaa i wiw to d y vWiP^Dq^pBMiMilftr her CaiMewi and BawigiwtmlwUter 
msang a ctiesa angagsraa beceuEB of tad mther. fei tact l+w Uwtie toafts m# ijpa of twe 
dewHopw tn iwra ttut Cattfle term mill Days on Tb must tsans. Uppy LmBe dW ol hor 
bae wxfc h the daakrg aaan and loota tener ihn Faniasy Lne. who w aeH bwnn In a Un*- 
field handicap fesnJme. Sato dm c SPHtlZER 


4jQQI EAST KESWICK HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £6300 added 




MbQARTH NOVICe HURDLE (CLASS E) £3300 added 2m 
'Value £2370 

24^ttWII0flHKMnEt2«maadrBanWPI«ta-5U9 II 

H»^ia«p^(0)(CPUftW«WCkltwewn 

CHOCE (10 P) (BT) (MB E A Mum# lb M RHfey 6 11 9., 

(29 BMJRMWtonWW Un LSUdH OU 4 
aaaiftisBNl (M) OMOe take U Hanmqn«l5114 


2m 4fU0yda Penalty Vafoe£4403 

1B50U-P HASIBt BOSTON (130) (CD) {M KOktmfi RWbatiuaB U. ID 
0SU52 HO MW HO GW (Die Manefem Parrentirl J nxd 9 U C 
W3064 BEKCWHE4D (IQ (CD) (HToteriJ JCTNc491CI9. 


2-23321 MMDEHtnnOtaVRxaOUWEWMvBlOBISB 
2421-PI 4HnCHHGS (12) (LaJf Are Bcrtnciu 0 Bami 9 10 0 
4B242 SMJORJM CU) m ERA HFeMnOP Oaten 10 100 
-Sdactand- 



{tO K BBIUf m OMtf M Owm 7 11 4 

: itCTHWCO pe (W R Luttiud P Baanont 5 11 4 
404ST ^OIHUH (7q OBeM SaundaW B RDM 5 11 


5-340' Mem aii (ct^ Busy Partner UifiJJ(ma 6 11 4 

5 ' BOU OASW W (tamu R Manfi C Qnn 4 10 8 
GWA CASSIS 0 U OttB) P Mm 4 10 B. 



OU) HUSH ana (Gnie Unit Ud) P Harim 4 io s . 

WNDIfiNE UD Q*H» Ms A NauS*n 4 10 SL 

-14dMtend- 

BOTMC: 3-1 Cartta BtiMWa, 4-1 FWMMia. 54. CMeoi Caitk, 8-1 Fama, 8-1 Mthafc, 10-1 
HnMCMn,U 4 WMi 41 UllMi 
19Mc Our RobM 4 10 5 P laany 50-10 HdGuW) 22 nn 
IWMflUDE 

UOWCA^CHDII^Mll»WUKlWll«icwnAeiV**w^ a ev“ ,Bm ^® h ® ,,,llB,,iasoIt 
giwttWBftfianCadteiartanA onaotdiiBBJtaifiB 08 tea>ifl 0 <fct tof'RwIWHitaf'eilieBieEOnt 0® - 
la a on of fottSnfc CartralwWa h» owydma of cqxig iWlii #« pound, tea ha Od tu ». test 
ontteFte^lweeWokWliIaRtnon® itaiaarwlonttBi'tiijatdiutaca. Arw*<wwln** 1 * n a' 
race at Hunaatfon tact ttn, Cadw Bnpno Hfl to better fer this return id t» nies. Tte race Is rwwng 
special, M Mown CMn hn mm** fiorai on tte Bat and omst Junps in toOIrfi found h haUnd Bid 
Huy Ranla^s ncriiasdosi»i«lflniWiBDusa. taai Hat Dean In hMdfcapaaniavdn today ween 
oea cw«tae swpma because ha tea Been nytreouttir «aw» of gmund. ftn net aw abwadiewrti 
of rMwonH date* am at ty. W* Ofaa (teefla m timy on and on tta Ml «l M sadfcwe 
rfltand«V!»i«wrHlwfalJdgliMtacowataitogai^ MOraWtaPO: 


MitauDaeVeZ0a.nuef«tap>Ktfta;Artfcm«SK13Bb5UbrJtaMm- 
BETTMte M A|adaeiv 3-1 4rtle Map, 4-1 Me Nn No Gain. M tacty Haad, 54 Safer Jim, 14- 
1 Haattr Buto*. 

139*: Eatty Mar BID 8 P ten 2-1 (S E Kaflarf) 6/an 
FORM WIDE 

A*adaarsSi kxM on a cacera made daspfee the 5ljpanrty for htswy smooth arin torn FtusscAir 
and Nadnrte Said at Martet taen H «eeh. Ha «ai 7b banar affwai Nethofiy SaU fer the flat- 
ter axtangdi twatte on the same mane, bull Maid Just baa Bo* concerned about USB solar 
fort. TJibib an soma vwa-ftanccewod anfenais ti opposition. noteUjr Maser Boom and Beaeiir 
Head, but my *og(BBBn ■ NO PftM NO BWH. ten w* tow tfa Baud vd al anper fix ho 
iunaKent'boPhaBonafaBaraab«KSar 0 OMiafcnnj 0 xaB>.NDMnNaCMiwsaiae- 
fid type of mndtamg ronce last season «dth twee »wb and ttw SsntoHn run a« hw put Nm sum 
an. tatbi Wtn^ K in a ajongr taca after ikstflng 12si a Ratertam. but Hie s Iresli and mjfl be 
a tou 0 i man m lm am so ofisn at Toweaar. Maatir Boston Rbb tfiiE cousa and, Aou 0 ] the 
task Me sad afiar the la>rtt, ha ■ wlt«agHBd on no oes term end cotta net sweety tar Fteul 
Cartteny. wtn am on ttia stabled Bonon ktan tea week. Baaoby Head has had Ns meeopoed 
ty 13B> lor Mb West taatn id waspeaig Steel at ana meets Master Boson on 30® better tarns 
sinca Owr tumw*on the oouaa last seaeaiaben Beady head «as baaian 26 lenets. SaBar Jb» 
tas lam tao too gpoti Uk season b Uni Gyisne and Mcbhhb% He can tata some beatitg on 
Wsdaycterdih «q. ttmutfi tw farpne can somettnes let tteidoaia 

SafacUon; NO PMN NO GMN 


[4.301 »«NWCAP CHASE (CLASS C) £6300 


! added 2m Penalty Value £4305 

522112 BOU>80SS(ll)(l9(WltinolW)n)aUoOR81110. 
412321 WH Bt E Mail Q3) (D) PJ tawl MHammcnd T 10 7. 


nrasn askham bwan hanwcap hurdle (class ej £3300 

added 2m Penalty VWua £23» . - 

rn-524 HaunfEBSS (25) W U*)C6 RsOrtEJ M lWmmd6 12 0. 

WW4 ™^^m^fH0U^MBjltenaJwB118 ^JlrABild^m 

2 «W» FOX SKWaW Cffl W ® 

W0213 DUWWO (Hi (COJ !CHSffi!«8jTE8asliyB114-, -i-*Wr 

FP530Q BJHtJIWSr (20) (CO) Wrvte JedaPlAlS Kett ^Blia ^ — «££ 

uo»4 0« y ^ rPi**r® 

ID SSra IMcC*" tWMOnp nwieM L^ 

11 5P314B tW*ffXlirai>«Umeste^H/IWi0»510D. 

12 iOmXB ABaWrtl W(Ub S ue CBtOOBtewari 6100- 

13 ZM7P MJBBWOWClinmCWe-WHOaeiaEOiteiATlOlOO 
-13 dedamd- 

»attamaa)iyeiatt.lh*l«»ew«Be - 

BEnafc7-20wM, ^4-1 Han l»nHP,M, Band Sabla.T-d. 

12-1 tneceotOienti,. 14-1 etten 
199fcQrantSpaedi5 ID 4LV^7-l(TEaaat(j)rtWi. 

’FORM SSIBJE. 


»1HFF HOMME FOME (33) £0 (James R Aten) J Mam 7 ID 5 

4 4V-OM4 CROS8HOT (U) W (RIMJiiw a R UcOcn ald M3 10 0^ 

Untaiun Mtfic lost Auatendapaotfas;QiHM9st lib. . 

BBTHte MU Bold Bow, 3-1 MadMe Mew 7-2 lloaaili Fmla. 4-1 CrwboL 
199t Cuiitran CJWbnRt 7 12 0 L vayB U-4 (T D Eaflfrtyl 5 on ' 


TNs Is a rtrty R* me adh Bold 


-BStnrey 

-RQanfltr 


HMBLERMN 

osHonacou- 





OnrRobaitacn attJUs fim» 
ten np, wtfa AJdar a 6am a jeiil *ad-^ - 
- DUMKJ 


3JOO 


aCKUNGHAa NOVICES CHASE (CLASS D) £6300 added 
3m If Penalty Value £33?* 

3«^ L caow(EQ(^Ryg!qg^^ 6B ^„ 7ili3 pc»**r 

. UP cbbjobmnb m Lnwrt 

643 MJiraflR00KP3)(PSelsidMHteaMrtert4 


00(084 dflWOCMi - 
0SF5fl» DOfBJNBtSOE (23) 0*« 0CQl*$ LtiJH S>flll4 rTrr 
222473 1«V0^Y0(*SIt*V(12)tteTyWlgttDI*«ta»8p.4. 
DeuaHTUMToneisor^OltefaKSBl 013 ---- 

-Tdedaiad— 
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JCJeaaaB 

J«Wd» 


i Bn»K, 12-1 Do* U#*, 



T % 

16-1 DoftetCtade, 50-1 C L wtK ft a tedy. . 
lsae ftraw Bw 7ii ID A Dcdrn 4,7 ^ RKtintfeJ a «n 

FORMOnG- • 

^mraMnatOMiteaterAir- ** fa* 


MCKLEIHMMITE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3350 
added 2m 4f UOyds Penalty Value £2,793 

1 10-1140 JOCKS CROSS 05) (IteGHlWntCte G Wmtt BU 10 AD*** 

2 OFOO-35 6UMmiUSFGCMLHOT(IUfbong$ndfcaMDtarteS119 ***** 

3 1WJ642 Ail OH (4) (D5 [N Hedwrtau JHetW*yi6U6 DamkBne 

4 2331-10 WgJWianOJMtt* is MttfiBbfflHNeartr 8 1012 RNcGQfcffl 

5 4F4-154 CURESWMt (30) (Clam and Bait) II TtneHns 5 10 7 KBatet 

6 1130W» HOOHae eri lw m t(2a{Cn)(teinaBteBiar?te>ia Blnd PteiMr7105-J 

7 4M2SF DUCOFPOTHCTfWMGBMOJHoawdJDlawnSlOl -AS 

B 4M022 DAI*MSaORSE(UHBF)OT , fa*fiJJ*&l*jn5100 A . 

9 P03BP1 BORON MAH (flJJKCWiem)RI*al»u»B 100 (Bad PCatm? 

SSIMS: 7-a BeatM Me* 4-1 Dmbw Goim, 02 DMuef Parti, 54M0a, 7-1 Cttaam,JedB 
CnM8,104,mtMta. 

l**fc ftjnip 7 li 0 D PHIW24-1 (C fteta) 10 « 

FOHIflOBE 

iteeaBn Aflesonk tweMBRJ «*M s mpnsaned by Been 50RSE, Wn mates denf b( e«wl 

Ml Uht The k>etr m B aw* id neb me *Mnb aha tad Us toaceater tern baosad aim No Itam 

Kwflt, Mw Wed • *»b fcnuBta o box ten, aou a decani Ude landop a rttjdodi test SHiday. 
Tte rnuid tesbser at Newaete aad tata Man Dsrt*B Sooa ws baeen by Sarantd; but the «»- 
taeete mB be un onstaWta UMy end Dartw Gan is « the tgt sot of tarn u Dbs Bast* Man 
MlBtewMittBDatvItaniddteaibSflBtemwaaabbHiiaiWvputateNmBnBebmlOsLPBUCar- 
beoy let Bnat Mw nn (nfr at Uertet Rat* last tmk and the eotnblMDn wpt up tta fffcp to tea 
Hinca* m the mnwl seen ofl,nwmfin»liC(rtn^ltapit)inwdlMHHdan ttsrt wftpeta- 
m and amrt*t&, and be b addMd u tea same besutfia^m atfi Certeny award. He t*m tm 
lUdoattsnw wd Itaafiomped taslt JuetaCmaatae been nkdomrWcu Mm to las «hVw* 
wer awe alas and lUt iflb SMteeaiBWtaitfegDBniC l dliaaaaei doe s not tote jwjenBWpJtf; 
srajuoriunaPtampBn Selaritai: DUOS GDRSt 

■ Jessica Hsrringion win not discover mail later this week wbelher Lcop- 
ardstowi) wili rearrange its nmuiiig effder on Sunday losuil her Champion. 
Hurdle hope. Space Hucter. Tbc traracr has asked the comse to bring the 
BaxmockstowD Handicap Hurdle forward from its scheduled 4pm off-time, 
that her fire^iear-rid wiD not have to race on ground rimmed up in prc?i- 
oos races. The manager crfLccpardslowiij ’lbm Bnrke,saidycsterdayi“Tbexe 
is another scratching sta^onTIiiiisdayaodwe^ mm 1 ! decide before then." If 
herunsanStmd^.Sjwa'BvcJ^r^behavn^ha&aoaiii^sincethe'I^t- 
tn g Pgth‘ Hurdle at Newcastle in Norenibcr. 


HYPERION 

UODefandtliewe lm 230 KBBng Time 2^0 Bro- 
gaen Lady 3^0 % Amo 3^0 Vloompt De VW- 
mont 420 Tristram ’s Image 450 Lobster 
Cottage 5b20 PKaan 


GOING: Chase comae - Good, Good to Safi to pbceK 
HanDi- came - Good to Ban, Bolt In a tea* ptam. 

■ Sight -hand coarse. Kun-ta of liQfO*. 

■ Etneceaune bi south of town on B3I7Q. Twrion Rtlba) 

Hon h m mOeaasrair. ADAOSSMN: Mcmhem & 1 1; Paddo.it Si*; 
Cruic of Course IS. CAS PARK: rotor of n ni n «c 13; imant- 
der free. 

mar 


4 » um£JWE(lDMCaaaoe7ll5™. D 

5 000 lOOKMlHEMBftQRm H laeanOacs 5 11 ^eUnaBm 

b 3 MOUOMN MM (112) N Hnbnde 7 11 5-JRKawnate 

7 n) MR UN&r (14) J Nettie G 11 5 -TOsacMbap) 

8 PP ROHTM pfij L WSB»g 8 11 5 — — UGd«bta(7)B 

9 OO Sn0 OF SUCCESS (TUN unvam 7115 JNnMM 

10 0-220 1M«UnXirVPlE(3a)aA*«BU5. J> 

u 4 IE MM (?a M rtpe 5 11 5 

U 060 MKVDOMUI (13) Ms J HsttansG 11 0 D 

13 DWO AUCE SHORBJIIK 0Q SKn0l611 0. UrTtaaad 

14 MBS OEE-BJ. N Th omioo 51 1 0 B«lai*(3) 

BEmBte M teiantaln Path. 1-1 Rma Spread. 9-2 Te Anw. B-l UtBa 
JMte. 8-1 IMebtaot TlMta, 13-1 ottam 


aso 


MTFORD SLADE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
H) £5300 added 4m 2f 110yds 


LU52i NEUCrSFtBUD(115)lC|S5iaensl7Ul. 


BUNKERED REST TUffi: Rot^ i3;J0). 

VIBORED nSOT TIME: Mkk Vko Tank li30). 

WINNERS IN TBE LAST SEVEN DAIS: KQUiig Time |U0)A 
Rare Spcead (3^0) won a Fblkouxv tat W eilnmhy - 
LONG-DISTANCE HUNNEHSt Drevrftlji Dwncer(iJtl) has bren 
cent 1 82 mOea bji T McGunm &om Lnrea. East SasaextSDoRRPab 
■din (1^0) ecu Ki mOM by J GttT.m] from nikkn.We^ femex. 


ISO 


TMJNION NH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
(DIV 0 £3300 added 2m 3f 110yds 

COOL CAT (RE); Tuck 6 21 a RBsaany 

5032 DS«OIIERBtUI(37)Rftat6114 IRwt 

040 D0UB1E AQSVBOIT (35) M Hn 7 114 CMaudt 

63000 mSIUHES[19)ClBdSin5U4 0 Burnt (5) 

00 MaiAllC|?9>NHata6114 Cl 

35 MASTER HUHM {■) fi BMfeeS 11 4 

15355 MOOMJBHreSCantDEffiRHldea6114 



I 


2 

0540U3 

3 

62360-1 

4 

■UTO- 

S 

3321 

6 

7 

565973 

8 

n- 

9 

(XV 

10 

ow> 

11 

PO&CP 

12 

13 

p 

14 

oeor 

15 

16 

441 


J*TGned(7} 


06) US S JtWisn 10 U 1 Mr S Bnm (7) 


■Mr JTkard (7) 


EXPREBSMBIT (273) Ute A Rots 13 12 S . JHr R Ftabkl (7) 

amr C22) MIS Taney 13 12 5 J4ba T Btamy (7) 

COMMA MOSS |R) 0 Bn 8 11 12 Hr J Juki* (S) 


Jtapr 0 Eteood (7) 
(2-MrlJnimm(7) 
MrED«ck(7) 


NOBV HBCOME M Ml 11 11 12 „ 
MSMG SAP (20) j Domes 7 11 12 _ 


.JejMPMctardm 


1000 SOtfIKSMHfBOf{2G)MsSMten58114_ 

MrlDotackR 

04 SI1WE A UOHT (125) Ms&H Kn0K 5 11 4 ICitaty 

QtD STRONG PALAOW (74) JGMXI6U4 LtepaGR 


— Mr UP Jonas (7) 
tAMoa(7) 
(SVfetay(7| 

KEI1LES (IQ U DanEI 10 11 7 Nr A PWpi (7) 

nmCEaRBRITaN R BWi 12 ll Hoktamt (7) 

-ttdllaiJ- 

BErm& avens VtattetDe Vataant, S-l EstnassnitiE, B-lCMaa Moaa, 
IB-1 Ruaty Bdta. 324 Hearty Spindid, 14-1 AfttaaRy, 16-1 otan 


9 

10 

U. 6005 MAHERS DES1MY (23) C Mtdvf 5 11 4 SI 

12 500 COMMUGHTS PflBE (S3) P tbbbs 6 10 13— Ji tMteem 

13 64-35 JU5riAS»C(aGKHtficpS1013 RGsea 

14 U 0RCIB> HOUSE (IQ N R MTCflN 5 10 13 OSkjnna 

-14dodand- 

GEmilfc 34. DefsadHwwta 4-lSbaag PabidM, 0-1 Maaiar PKgtim. 
74 SMa A Um Ga DoMta Actaatont, Jta Jantew. 1IM bHmh 

|o onl PlTOWSTH?SaiJNG HANDICAP HURDLE 
L±=rJ (CLASS 0) £%375 added 2m If 


ICon] TAUNTON NH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
(DIV D £3£00 added 2m 3f 110yds 


11/564 OCTOBER BREW PS) (D) M Pipe 7 12 0 APHcCoyB 

417360 MMSimS MADAM [Ifl ID) (BR J MBais 6 11 11 

AltataRV 

350RK) DBKMMUK)N[2q UPpe5119. 

330226 ALMAFA (U) (QQ RHodRs5117. 

31/2322- VAIDII(GB3)(C0) DUD)idB117. 

415P01 KRUNG1BC(7)mDBuKM6114(7ai) OJtactafl 

0F058O SHANAKS (U) B UeMCsn ID 10 12 lteJLUeM%a 

U3DU0D SAAR (RE) (6) R Baker 6 10 9 VSWtory B 

006 KDPHAM0M(2B)SMet]r510B NManV 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

ID sraou DBBHTTS DmCS (7) T Mcltam ID 10 B — Dl 

11 3P-25PB AUCTSISRROR(U)^KBetapS10 7 HI 

12 460 KADE OF FORTUNE (lfi|VGmaNW 910 7_te-J1feciMl (7) 

13 P0303- POOH SIB* (812) R fits 7 ID 4. IRnst 

14 P44M» HHBE\MKCU)K0lar71D2 htctaOtaerV 


15 62-640F PCCOHOHMHr PL2)CJonas7 100 

16 43-CB40 TISW IRES (21) FJonten 8100 

- IB dedmed - 

Uttmun wetfc lost Ttve mdkap wjffas; Pteoro Item 

nnasSnim 

BETI1IC: 3-1 KMtag Tima, 44 A&rapa, 64 DmwntaUoa, 84 DrMdtts 
Itacv, 1*4 HMara Madam, 144 Va Un, Afltas Mbrar, 16-1 ottem 


2103P1 AWVISnC(2R(CO)CPoph«n511U. 
22B33-1 STORM RUM (ITS) P HchoB 7 II 11. 


2)001 1RiSIMMSHUGE(lQ(qNifenOGtnn81111. 


_TDaecon*a (3) 
JtPMcCoy 


-HrCVtars(5) 
.Jt (taint 
-SGwmqa 


OOP AQUAAMBBt(BQJMBadRr5U' 

0005P BOOZVS DREAM (6) N Thanaor 6 11 4 SBunsoBh 

1030 CQUUBtMafeQMnKtM0t5114 ICtBtAy 

P5 fflthff (13) G McCtait 7 11 4 DhAtataar 

0 «WAl«*P5)PHcbbs5114 .GTbnay 

0344-S* OUT FOR A DOCK 07) HWRm 6 11 4 JRrSDwk(I) 

5P nXLA0AM(iqMf^e6U4 bntaBMM 

2-4 STNTinsiBnr(i2)CEB9Bneu4 NHtem 

PP <*AIB I AD I WATT 00 HOBO 6 10 13 OGMM0Kr 

0- CLKTDN MATCH (512) B R Mteian 5 10 ]3 — DStltefB) 

500 f1ESniIT03] N Lanvent 5 10 13 Mr L Baler (7) 

-MdacMml- 

BEJTM& 5-2 Star k^isSiry, 34 TUatraai'itnaC^ 51 Stain RBi.Atavt»- 
tk, S-l CotoneJ Btatr, 14-1 RoB Agria, IB-1 eUMn 


4v50 


-attain 

-SVftDM 


| SANNACOTT NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS q £4^00 added 2m 110yds 

U1F333 lDBSraC0™ffi(22)(D)KBtay912D SIMM] 

1F5F23 MQRDK VAUJE7 (28) M Rpe 6 U. 13 A P McCoy 

11-FP22 AFIHT TIE FDK (0 NHtaBlOUll .0 Upton 

65-5134 Otlltd DOCKEIT (LB) (q C RDftan 8 11 9 Glormay 


6-33HF NORTHERN SMBHI {IQ (D) (BF) R HxRSS 7 11 S 


006100 ROVESWt 0Q J Iwig 6 11 8 

OOPB-FF R8MMBI 00 ATumd 7 11 7 

5542T? GDU)ACRE(U|lMBBtey7 117. 
0-3DC OAIHCU&|»)NBtta0E113. 


0 ) 


^SWyonaB 

-VSteUmy 


2S0 


BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE 
(QUALFBQ (CLASS 0) £5/000 added 3m 

22-4142 MRPlAYrai(37] RFrtBt 7113 I text 

0046 STRONG 1AHQUH (90) (Bf) PtUxfc7 11 3_D 


JRMeMB 


PPF5 rais WOOD (0 A Dint a 1010. 

0P4P2P BRONMROGSBt (Z7)kbsRH(nJeaon91010-JII 

500-P BtUANQERO (70) H Hone B 10 10 GTbmxy 

420- C0RA1HTE (3S4) N Herdem 7 10 10 IRKmaBatfi 

006404 DRESS DANCE (U) NRUtenel 7 10 10-Soytta UUNl(Q 

006/03P HEUS(3)lHng7 1010 -Cl 

3202ft FOXTROT ROMEO (20) C Bnohs 7 10 10. 

403 MRAN OHJSB (10 M Rpe 7 10 10- 
544006 BS (RAND (R5) P ntehara B ID 10 . 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 
B 
10 
11 

12 OP- RB1B. HKST (370 C E&rtm 71010- 

13 2042EF BRDOEN MW (11) D Gmktb 7 10 5— 

M SUER WL Ms S tIMems 7 10 5 

-14riectaHf- 

BEnMB: 74 teatnt Romo, Bra*M Lady, 44 Sbmt Ttatan, 5-1 
Content, 74 Mr PtayM, 14-1 Man DtH&t. lS-lotbas 

CHOCOMBE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 

£3,200 added 3m Uflyds 

2P32D1 RARE SPREAD (7) M Rue 7 11 11 A P McCoy 

31-5CS1 WMW) FOR PUTHtStl^PKoto 51111 
4UVFF9 CHQ»BOY{M)hB8Mopail5 


—A P McCoy 
-PHantey (3) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 
7 
B 

9 

10 645464 TUTMNG Rfimi (19) N MCta 11 10 13-Sopllto MtM 0) 
U R21' SPEEDV SNAPS MAGE (970 P Rndtard 6 ID 13.5 Band 

12 440005- RQTMCAN (275) S Kn0A 5 10 8 -SQane 

13 5RW6 HJU. SMIRK (9) DtMams BIOS Gay Unit P) B 

14 004UFS MASTER PAMUSS 03) A Timed 7 10 3 CRM (7) 

-Mdadand- 

BETTTNC: 1-2 R u nic teia y , 4-1 Ubrtar Colata, 64 HeBlonnn. 74 Rmaa- 
tv. 8-1 DBmt Dtaiatt, 10-1 Northara Statai DanMctx, 12-1 olfaaiv 

coni BLACKDOWN HILLS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2^00 added 2m If 

1 350311 ADDED DBCNSWH [10 (D) P HManti 6 11 11 

-X Ahpnm(7) 

320000 PQJStAN MYSTIC (00) DWnflaS 11 10 WMaratoa 

301423 HANDSQN 0U(CD| B R Mmgn 5 11 2 D5Mter0) 

S'40063- SSBO £279) (0R B3ter 3 111-. -__VStetay 


12212 D1IMN(U)(eD)CBF)MPta«110- 
46PODO BUM mm SMaAor 71011. 


APUcCnyB 

N Man V 

-jMsauiiD 


rOMcPMKT) 


0R24-63 5IHL«B100[B0Pneh81OO 

OOO fflJKSVWOL (336) M Batted 6 100. 

46WJP CONCBMOYplB ScmenS 10 0-, — — l 

050-P DANTES RUBRXM (135) N AjMe 5 10 0 

- Utfatterad- 

UHraom 10s. TiwtandtapHeeiss; Runic ^mbat 9910s. Cancln- 

n»ySfe 2*i DwWSHu&fconaa. 

BETTING: 94 Atated DtmaMton, 7-2 DOteaa, 4nl IWm 74 Staai Sa^ 
8-1 Brthteft 10-1 Snaa, 12-1 otter* 


q-in| TAURUS COfHXT70NS STAKES (CLASS C) 

£7325 added 7f 


HYPERION 

2-10 Daring Flight 2A0 Jigsaw Boy 3_10 Clm 
Bom Bom 3^40 Secret Aly 4J0 Enchmrtina 
4A0 Mono Lady 


1 53011-2 OH BOH BOM 04) fCO) <BF) H Bei 5 9 d .. 

B 

2 134043- DOMED FEATURE (140 Dr J Stag! 4 8 13.. 


raav 


GOING: Standard. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: MMtOp to hljjh bml tor 6f to 7t 
STALLS: 7f A ImST-Mde: resuinder- oatade. 

■ Hbnsand, le/Utaand, oval catnse. 

■ MacpcouEse Is north oTlown on A449. Wohrohunplon ndl Mla- 
ttaxi Im. AMCBSKM: OtibilS: Pubfir endosnreSfl Hi for DAP 
members otf eoust'a Diamond flab- JLUiO bfemetUbseldp). CAB 
PARK: Rree. 


3 2502-10 FOOTBAnMJ«00|C00RRHoinsi)ead381 

F lyndi (3)3 


BOHK8: < 


-3 

i Daffnad Feat at, 1L-10 On Bom Bra, 8>1 Foot Bat- 


oml LBO HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7^25 added 
lm If 79yds 




BUNKERED RUST TIME: Mtaa GhatOr (0.40). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LOMHUffEANCa HDNNEKS: Zaeowm H.40) has bees sen 177 
Pfiicb-Hryts from Lewes, EaaSuaanq HarteqWo Walk 
(4.40) has bean aral 'jamflasbgBOSuffiani fitan Wtefoaibf . noma. 


031-313 S00MEASIBWnB)(2I)(CQ)H0i*tata6]00 

JR MaanarS 

120100 IMCEHnXK0taC>MONCKM5913Jltatarafi 

3,04-63* MIBI MHBI (USA) (23) John A Hams 8 9 B-S Sandra 2 


34/2310- M9CWAW(208) TCadMl 595. 


JtCWaoel 


2-10 


CAPRKORN MAH3EN STAKES (OASS D) 

£4300 added 3YD lm 100yds 

65- AllJH) ACADtMV(145) SWHamsBO ITbtol 

60 BHBAIM(127)U6terabenl90 IQntaS 

4400- BAHWBJ6m(BS0[I3^ UrtiVW10»ri9O, — 

OHlIiilMU 

04-25 JOUy JACKSON (32) RAWete 90 SStedn3 

4 OMYJISHPS) MsJRameden9 0 MDawtefS 

00 H)iraiiaiM(7)KOnawimTOnxm90 CHtetajrB 

23 NBIHJIE CO WM D CT (14} C texts 9 0 dteOarS 

2 BIS HONDA P) [BF) C BMBln 8 9 DHeM4 

00- OCEMtJCHr(122)AtelqrB9 - DWd0t2 

.TSpate7 


2 

3 

4 

5 

G 

7 

IS) T 

8 421510 THREE AROI BADGE (5) RQMJomagn 5 88 

On MeKaoaiBB 

-BtHamt- 

BEmKe 3-1 New Cantary, 7-2 Sooth Eaatm Fred, B-l Polar Noitac, 
Secret ttt, 74 Sacoad Cokxn, 54 U9I Farm Dancer, 10-1 abaci 


041023 SKOMD COLOURS (USA) (7) (CO) M RpQ 794 DHantmS 

001602 SGCRE7AUr|CAN)0)(0Carate7ai DHeflHd4 

41125-1 MU.RIflMtMNCBi0S)(e}Wtestnme69O. 


4JjO 


2 PBfilWBI(iqRJNinstaHoitgte9nB9-- 

- 10 dtdnad - 

BBIDIft »4DwfaKngA 5-1 Ja%JK*ara Vaid>MC<MacLe4Pte- 
pyMal, tefc Honda, HAMadArateim 104 Only Jaab, 254 ottra 


I AQUARIUS SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS 
0} £3^000 added 3Y0 5f 

206032 ENCHANI1CA00 JBeryBT .TE Oman (5) 8 

053415 BWUMB(M)nHteta97 X Start (7U 

003014 MUTOTMt CW(CD)PMri1pl4r9G SOrmboA 

54B MAWUE70UQUE(U)WGMTiinr95-J>McD4fei(7)2 
000 - COUEBEPRMCESS(ll)0CDwv4l— toMtetea(l)5 

130300 SBttHES NEPHEW (29 SWAans All KROon3 


400506 TMBPERUW(21)RHalranefidB3. 

-7l 


-FltaR(3)7 


[240 


ARES CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,300 added 7f 

Biw 


HEni»:74BuMatta74MaMa»PMqDa,5-lWITotMn,«4CfaM- 
tet 74SamtortHathra IQ-irntefr Pitaaie, U-lMtapertta 


330250 DRAB0NBV(TO(QMNUanaJen492 J) 

011131 SaMEDFmnTV(0(00|DMEhDl986U 

• • ...... 

300-153 DAMINI5SR)(10(D)BSnRO39 SSrataBV 

1050-42’ JCSAW BOT (7) (CD( P Murtfiy 8 8 9 taaae 7 

310080 qUNZRMARmiCI0(CO9O)«taiJanK9B9 

GMtaB[7)2B 

QUO SCOTTC RBK (347) L Bsnat 7 8 5 NCariUa3 


14351 


GEMINI FLUES HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,025 added lm 4f 


3312-60 T«r(Ffil{2«J Paso* 4100 fitetaelS 

645-113 MONOIADr(30|0OHeteJOne(49S C Radar 6 B 

000512 CAlflCUtA (13) (Dj Dl*rt3y* B 13 G Cuter 1 


itelftatB 8 


004000 MBS CHUUE (34) (Q) A EbRay 7 8 0 — 

-7dadnd- 

BETTM: 04 Emm u( Modi) 1 , 7-2 J0n* Bay, 44 Oabtyte, 74 Ikag- 
etah 121 Qatad KMM, W* CteMa, 204 Scotte Rite 


0400-31 ZRIMMlOH01)(0(0jn&M«ya6BU 08004 

502441 HAfiLEQtBt WMXpI) (CtJ| B83 

— JQataS 
F lynch 0)3 


53W-aO SC8NRRB07)RHoiitaart4B3_ 

-Bdadarad- 

BElTMta 74 Cateadta,34 Meaa Udy. M Zactroa, B-l Tart, Harte- 
qda Walk, B-l Soesiiifa 




'£■{?. 1 'Zt' ■ 



On the same Kcmpton curd. 
Richard Dumuxidy's partici- 
pation at the Festival was also 

threatened by a fall in which he 
broke his sternum. He is, how- 
ever, optimistic that he will be 
fit for me meeting. 

ALso out of the Festival is 
Sound Man, who will miss the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase m which he was a beat- 
en favourite last year. Edward 
O'Grady, his trainer, said yes- 
terday. "Sound Man was lame 
on his near-hind after exercise 
cm Sunday morning.'' 

Sound Man, who had hecn 
quoted at 6-1 for the Chel- 
tenham race by Ladbrokes, 
was a modest third behind 
Strong Promise and One Man 
at Ascot on his latest start. 

Ladbrokes have cut the price 
of last war's winner. Klairon 
Davis, from 94 to 15-#. 

QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE: Lta- 

ta ta 15-B KLoion tUia ifrocn 941, 5-2 
Vtfune FtafiMufi iU-Ji, 4-1 Sirotu 
S-l AsK lewn, 14-1 Anne Htasman ilG-1). 
164 otters. 


RESULTS 


CATTER1CK 

UKk X, CUMBRIAN MAESTRO <L Wyei' 
6-1: a. tata s«ta U -1 taw: X Fta On 
to* 4-1. 14 mo. H. 7. iT EdftertV TOOK 
£8.30: £1.90. £130. UJ30. DF £14 00 
CSf: £22.44. Tno: £7.M. 

220: L FWST M TOE F1EU> tS Htaotw 
2S l;2LlteutiHk lady 6-1:3. Deoani Pan- 
ny 33- L. 15 nrt, S-l fa Best of AM (6tni. 
2 , 3 IN Masoru Tata £92 00: (Hit), £370. 
£4.30. DF: £148.70. CSF: 1163.08 Tncjsr 
£4.57660. Tna Na van (pool off 138. 11 
camw tenon to lounran 4.50 taaayt 

2 JSOi JL TWW FAILS U Hdj«tunl B-l: 
2. Robcrty Lm mem tav: 3. Klfltay Boy 
81 7 mb. 5, 13. (G Moore l. Tatac £9.6a 
£3.00. £1.40. DF: £4 00. CSF: [1419. 

34m 1_ SILVER MINX IP tavern 9-2: 2. 
Owrmsy'aSaca 7-L3.ArttxrBM9-l. 13 
can. 7-2 fav hjerchem. 4, 10. tMre M Rei«- 
Wy). TDbt: £3. 70; £2. 10. £3.70. £4.10. DF. 
£21.90. CSF: £35.89. lncnt: £265. 75. Tncr 
£222.40. 

330e 1. PUQN6TON IP Cattenvl 11-4 
fK 2. Rutaf 6- U 3. Cypuas Amhm W 1. 
13 tan. 11. 17. (J Homtd Wmsoni. Tote 
£3.50; £1.90. £3.10. £440. DF: £1380. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Our Robert 
(Wetherby Z30) 

NB: Ctalreswan 
(Wetherby 5 jOO) 


CSF: 11824. Tncrex. £275.44. Ike £67.60. 

4JO: 3. WEAVER 6E0ME IM Mdoneyi 
15-8 fair; 2. Mom P^Mnt 1081; 3. 
NaatwB Princa 5-1. Bna. 7. & (W Storey 1. 
Totae £3^0: £2.50. £17.60. DF: £2930. 
CSF:£4&5& 

430: L. SPRIT OF STEEL IR McCarthy) 

7 1; 2. First URM 11-4; 3. Jfmnta'. 
Pintact 11-2. 12 ran. 5-2 TwThutdefpant 
1500. 4. 16. |1 Tata). Tote: £430: £2-40, 
£180. £260. DF: £2980. CSF: £5539. NR: 
fluster Two. Tno: £126.70. 

Jackpot: Not won wot ol £22.586.56 car- 
ried terem) to Taunton todayi. 

PtaoapoC £9U80. Quad pot £1430. 
Plam & £24133. Plata & £1S&94 

LEICESTER 

2Jjft 1.RED BRANCH (J CUtely) 4-1: 2. 
Seoiwhtat3-lfev;3.Hatigowr9-1.33 
ran. Sh bd, LL UKmgJ.TOte: £430: £1.60. 
£1.60, £23a Oft £10.40. CSf: £1526. Tn- 
C35C £94.45. Tno: £54.00. 

2^0C 3. FARfEY GUN (A Magirct 3-1; 
2. Raapeia Roch 9-1: 3. Sknpaon 5-4 feu. 

8 tan. 5. 15. U JOWL Ranntltt. Tola: £A20: 
£110. £3.ia £1.10. DF: £17.60 CSF: 
£28.40. TncasC £4638. 

330; JL LANCE MtMSlRONB P Form 
U-6Iw:2. JuMtJonta 3-1:3. DoMoa 16- 
L 7 ran. B. tfcsL IG McOourt). Tote: £2.40: 
£2.10. £2.60. DF: £5.70. CSF; £6.06. 

3^40: L MASTER TOBY iC UaMBtre 8- 1: 
2. LMy KatCbt U-J A tav: 3. WHO b 
Fnyi t nam ll-4 A taw. U ran. L 13. IN 
TwOtOfl-OatAB). TMK £ 8 . 10 ; £180, £ 1 . 80 . 
£130. DF: £1430. CSF: £2783. Tno: 
£13.90 

4J0c 3L Win WEST WIND UCutotylll-S: 
2. MHMOQfe 4 6 fay; 3. Gonma** Wagar 
25-L 5 ran. Vj, dM. |Msb H Hn0M. Tote: 
£2£0: ELIO. £140. DF: £150. CSF; 
£233. 

4^0: 1 SCOTTISH BAMBI (J QsbOne) 5- 1 
2. CMTURnd 100-30 Jt tw 3. That* H» 
Ufa 100-30 * fev. 8 no. 4. 3. CP Webber, 
Bantuyl Me £020; £180, £110, £1.50. 
DF: £15L8a CSF: £2178. Tncasr. £59.03. 
Ptecepta £93a Qaadpot: £3^50. 
i ft £4.05. Plata S: £2.40. 


UNGFELD 

2X0: 1 AMADOUR |A McCateiy) 7-2: 2. 
SoofemaB-Sfinc 3. Sq«*«'« Oecartta ll-4. 
5WklVi, 4.(PMiBhen.TMK£5£D;£540h 
£100. DF: £6.00. CSF: £7.41. 

Z30 : 1 GREATEST ID MoSwJI 5-4 t»: 
2. Lift Boy 11-4; 3. La Modata 31 5 ran. 

Z a fetes Gay HeBeway). Tote: £1 7ft £1M. 

£1.10. DF: £2.80. CSF: £4.88. 

34Kfc 1 BTECIUAL |D HaSandi 4-6 foe 
2. State Una 13 8; a. Souite lata 10-1 
5 ft 15. (MBS Ovtalawyl. Rita: £200; 

£1.10. £140. DF: £140. CSF: £199. 

3-30: 1 TOP SHELF (D Hotend! 10030; 
2. Havar Qotf CtajK 11-8; 3. Premier 
6-5 fev. 3 ran. FM, 17. iC Smote). Tote: 
£3.90. OF: £6.10. CSF: £7.32. 

41)0: 1HEVBI COIF EAGLE (SSax/m 1 
12-1- 2. 2aMd 4-1 3. Ctatpw 14-1 U van. 
2-1 fev Cama. IV*. 4. (T Nauffuan). Tote: 
£12-70: £530. £120, £220. DF: £22.00. 
CSF: £S4.4a Tno: £45.40. 

4Jtfc 1 FORBOTIEN TIMES IN CteSlei 
2-1 tar. 2. Myetwy Uattelaa 5-1: 3. 
Tacbytanfla 5-1. 6 ran. V,. T,x IT Jonas). 
Totae £2.30: £1 JO. £2.40. V: £430. CSF: 
£9.40. 

54T0: 1CAPTABTS DAY iRUuian) 10-1: 
2. Bah or* DaotfUar S-l X Honostly 
10-1 10 ran. 4-1 Jt !a» sneraz i«mi. 6. 2. 
IH Cobnendgal. Tote: £8.50; £3.90, £2.00, 
£2.70. OF: £5230. CSF: £58. 7a Tno. 
£127.90. 

Pfetapot: £8140. Qaadpoe £1820. 
ft £59.02. Plaoa ft £43.03. 


■ Lorcan Wyer had his first win- 
ner yesterday since shattering his 
face three months ago. The jock- 
ey - who spent eight and a half 
hours on the operating table in a 
Liverpool hospital having his face 
rebuilt after a fall from Thornton. 
Gate - drove home Cumbrian 
Maestro to win by eight lengths at 
Caiteriek. 

■ Dean McKeown was fined £200 
by the stewards for not riding to 
his draw on P r em ier, last of three 
in the Livingstone Handicap at 
LingfieJd yesterday. It was the 
jockey’s third such' offence in 12 
months. 
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WEDNESDAY 28 FEBRUARY * THE INDEPENDENT 


France do have a structure but it blossoms when they 
are given room to unleash their instinctive running skills 


Half-way through the Five 
Nat ion s’ Championship and 

England. have two^era- 
phatic wins under our belt and, 
more especially, we are settling 
on a style of play which brings 
out the best in the whole side. 
AD the frustrations from the 
games before Christmas have 
been dispelled, replaced by a 
new-found confidence. 

Much has been made of our 
inability to turn on this “style" 
until late on in 'be jme. One 
need look no further than the 
age of fhis team to see why. This 
team is not just young in age. 


but also young in time together. 
Just as any sportsman or team 
must weigh up the opposition, 
even soften them up, before de- 
livering the killer blows, so it is 
with this team. At the moment 
that period of siring up takes 
that much longer. 

Saturday will be no different, 
indeed the game will need to be 
treated with even more circum- 
spection. Scotland and Ireland 
presented a host of problems to 
overcome but France will be that 
much harder. AD the planning 
in the world can never prepare 
you for the French at their best. 
Yes, they have some structure to 


how they play, but h really blos- 
soms when they are given their 
head, and the room, to unleash 
their natural, instinctive run- 
ning skills. 

This has been apparent in 
passages of play against Ireland 
and Wales. A clearer example, 
however, is the much-vaunted 
performance of Brive against 
Leicester in the European dub 
final last mouth. The founda- 
tions were laid by the pack, but 
the icing was well and truly 
added by their backs. Incisive 
running, cutting angles on to the 
ball with pace to bum, a joy to 
watch if not to play against. 



TONY UNDERWOOD 


When deprived of the ball, or 
space, however, the French 
can blow up. In the semi-final. 


Leicester did the toTbulouse 
and you could quite dearly 
see all heart awl drive go out 
of the Toulouse players as they 
became increasmgyfrustniecL 

England's approach in the 
last decade, therefore, has been 
to minimise any o p po rt u nities 
for the French to play their nat- 
ural game. Loose locks are 
anathema and the general pace 
of the game must be slowed 
down so they cannot enforce 
their own tempo or movement. 

This stranglehold extended 
even to the French psyche, to 
such an extent that during 
England's seven years of 


..-I. ... 

dominance between 1988 and 
1995 the French hid more or 
less lost the game before they 
even look to the park. Then 
came the.. World -Cup third- 
place play-off in 1995, and bat 
year, France finally beat Eng- 
land on European soil. 

After those two victories 
they wifi be afi the more dan- 
gerous, BO longer constrained 
by any mental hang-ups and 
eager to replicate Bzive’s im- 
pressive win. 

- This wffionfy add to the ex- 
pectation at Twickenham on 
Saturday. An unbeaten record 
has to go and one team’s 


rebuilding wifi be stalled, for a 
fortnight at least. 

■ Our supporters have been 
Ted a glut ol tries of late wiach 
they" had begun to worry" 

wouldn't arrive. They wifi hope 
for no less on Saturday and 
-even more so against the 
Drench to prove that this Eng- 
lish renaissance is no false 
dawn, 

•' .France are a world force 
and masters of the running 
game and would be a huge scalp 
Tor this young side, especially 
if victory was achieved with the 
Style of rugby we have shown no 

far. 


Rusedski 
suffers 
from his 
inactivity 


Academy shortlist 
reduced to three 


Three contenders emerged yes- 
terday as potential hosts of the 
proposed British Academy of 
Sport after a shortlist of 13 was 
reduced to bids from Sheffield, 
Upper Heyford and a Central 
Consortium based on Lough- 
borough and Nottingham. 

A final decision is expected by 
April, but Labour's shadow min- 
ister for sport, Ibm Pendry, im- 
mediately undermined the 
whole process by saying that, in 
the event of winning the election, 
his party could not guarantee lo 
tear any selection made. 

Pendry accused the minister 
with responsibility for sport, 
Iain Sproat, of having “ridden 
roughshod over aD sensible opin- 
- km," adding: “As Labour has not 
been involved in the important 
decisions regarding the Acade- 
my, we cannot commit our- 
selves to supporting a chosen bid. 
Instead we wQl instigate a thor- 
ough review of all proceedings 
and derisions involved." 

In naming what is effective- 
ly the short shortlist for the 
Academy - the original choice 
of 26 was whittled down by half 
before Christmas - Sproat said 
the three “impressive" bids left 
have been chosen after de- 
tailed discussion between the 
United Kingdom Sports Coun- 
cil and the Government. 

With remarkable synchroni- 
sation, aD three bids said they 
were “absolutely delighted" to 
have seen off their 10 immedi- 
ate rivals - Bath, Birmingham, 
Kent Thameside. Manchester. 
Merseyside, The Athletes Bid, 
(Herts), De Montfort Univer- 
sity (Leics), Houghton Grange 
(Huntingdon), Sport City Fourt- 
dation (Kettering) and UK 
Academy 2000 (East Yorks). 

Of the three final contenders, 
two - the Central Consortium 
and Sheffield - have large sport- 


Mike Rowbottom 

reports on the 
front-runners in 
race for funding 

ing facilities already in place, 
while the Upper Heyford bid, 
centred on the 140 acre site of 
the disused US Air Force air- 
base in the Cotswolds. and 
backed by the British Olympic 
Association, has a huge ad- 
ministrative centre ready made. 

The bidding criteria for the 
Academy included provision 
for IS key sports, including 
football, athletics, cricket, rug- 
by, cycling, hockey and sailing. 
Up to £100m of lottery money 
is available for capital costs. 

The concept of a central 
academy to support elite athletes 
in the 21st century W3S based on 
similar facilities already in place 
in countries such as France, 
Germany and Australia. But 
the original notion of a huge 
central facility has altered over 
the last year, and one of the 
Academy’ s key roles, according 
to the project co-ordinator, 
Roger Moreland, will be “raon- 
itoring and co-ordinating a sys- 
tem of 6Iite support." 

By that measure, the Upper 
Heyford bid appears well 
favoured, given the BOA's ex- 
perience in liaising with indi- 
vidual governing bodies. 

Last summer the BOA can- 
vassed 33 governing bodies over 
their hopes for an academy. 
“Based on that information" a 
spokeswoman said: “We have 
pulled together what we feel is 
a very, very strong bid. Ameri- 
cans being Americans, they 
don’t do things by halves and the 
majority of the buildings on site 
are in superb condition. All 
sporting facilities will be built as 


new." The bid is likely to require 
betwe** £80m and £90m of lot- 
tery _:>ney which will be 
match >.' by the bidders with 
£75m **rd £80m. 

Sheffield's bid is likely to re- 
quire £68m in capital costs. 
Some £I50m has already been 
spent on facilities such as the 
Don Valley Athletic Stadium, 
the Sheffield Arena and Ponds 
Forge swimming pool. “We be- 
lieve we have got a head start," 
their spokesman said.” 

The Sheffield bidders have 
also been encouraged by the re- 
cent award of £12m Sports 
Council grant - the biggest sin- 
gle grant in its history- towards 
a national ice centre next to 
Sheffield Arena. 

The Central Consortium are 
basing their hopes on a bid 
which draws on established 
sporting facilities including 
Loughborough University, the 
University of Nottingham the 
Queen’s Medical Centre, the 
National Sailing and Canoeing 
centre at Holme Pienepont, and 
LiUeshafi, home to the Football 
Association school, of excel- 
lence and British gymnastics. 

“We have got existing facili- 
ties and expertise," a 
spokesman said. “But we are 
not just looking at giving them 
a lick of paint, we are planning 
a £l50m development," 

Once the site of the Acade- 
my has been established plans 
wflj go ahead lo create a net- 
work of regional centres and fa- 
cilities dedicated to specific 
sports, or elements of athletes' 
support such as biomechanics. 

Those bids, which have 
missed out on securing the 
academy, such as Manchester, 
Birmingham and Sports City 
Foundation, have been en- 
couraged to tender for one of 
the smaller centres. 



Model arena on the shortfisb How the British Academy of Sport would look at the Don Valley Statfun m Sheffield 


Greg Rusedski, the British 
No 2 who has reached the finals 
of the fast two limraaijfcufc. he 

fr ere played, was brought back In 

the game's realities when he was 
beaten by Sweden’s Thomas h v 
hansson in tiu? find round of tit: 
A than la Championships in 
Philadelphia yesterday. 

Rusedski, ranked No 35 in 
the world, came into the match 
having finished as runner-up u» 
Goran Ivanisevic in Zagreb 
and Pete Sampras in San J'Tse. 
However, because of the wrist 
injury that forced him to retire 
during the final against Sam- 
pras. be bad not played for a 
week. 

The left-handed Rusedski, 
who was unable to take advan- 
tage of five service break poini 
opportunities, was unable to 
hold his normal!) potent serve 
on a slow indoor carpet court. 

Johansson, ranked No in 
the wurid, was able to convert 
three of 11 service break 
charces Rusedski offered - in 
the ninth game of the first set. 
and ihc first and fifth games of 
the second set. 

“This surface is pretty slow 
which is why I can return his 
serve here."’said Johansson, a 
baseline specialist. “If Greg is 
serving well. I’d have no chance 
to break his serve. " 

Rusedski was one of four 
seeded players in action to lose, 
with only the third-seeded Paul 
Haarfauis of the Netherlands 
surviving the first day. Haarhuis. 
ranked No 25, defeated Jin No- 
vak of Czech Republic 6-4. 
1-6, 6-3. 

Jason Sinlrenherg. the sev- 
enth seed from Australia, play- 
ing in only his second event since 
having surgery on his right fore- 
arm in early January, suffered 
a 6-2. 64 Uxs to a qualifier. Sjeng 
Schalken of the Netherlands. 

In Italy, Goran Ivanisevic, 
seemingly recovered from ten- 
dinitis in the shoulder which 
forced him uut of the ATP 
tournament in Antwerp last 
week, began the defence of his 
Milan indoor title with a 7-6. 
6-7. 6-2 victory against the Russ- 
ian qualifier Andrei Oihovskiy. 

The Croat took more risks 
and more time than expected (o 
overcome his 30-year-old op- 
ponent. But Ivanisevic served 
his usual impressive number of 
aces -22. 

Following a dubious line call 
and a double-fault in the third 
game of the second set, which 
cost him a break, the left-han- 
der became erratic and lost the 
tie-break 7-2 after a streak of un- 
forced errors. In the third set 
Ivanisevic broke twice to win ibe 
match man bom ami 42 minutes. 


Welch offered chance ■** Tait returns for Scotland 


to revive his career as new coach after nine-year absence 


Boxing 


Scott Welch will have the 
chance to put last month’s 
World Boxing Organisation 
heavyweight title setback behind 
him this summer. 

The Brighton fighter, who 
hardly got out of fust gear be- 
fore losing on a wide points 
margin in his challenge for 
Henry Akinwande’s title in 
Nashville, has been nominated 
to meet the world-rated Croat 
Zeljko Mavrovic for the Euro- 
pean crown. 

Being promoted by Frank 
Warren under bis Sky television 
deal, Welch is counting on 
home advantage to secure a vic- 
tory which could help him right 
a lot of the wrongs of the Ak- 

inwande defeat 

However, the European Box- 
. ing Union is not in a hurry to 
get the fight on. The EBU has 
called for private negotiations 
between promoters to be com- 
pleted by 15 May, but the fight 
is more likely to go out to 
purse offers after that deadline. 

The German-based Mav- 
rovic, who is trained by the _ Lon- 
doner Daride Smith, will be 
looking for a British hat-trick af- 


ter his stoppages of Cufton 
Mitchell and Julius Francis. 

“I don't really care where it 
is, but close to home would be 
nice. I’m at that level now 
where I’ve jusi got to go in there 
and win," Welch said. “I 
watched the Francis fight. 
Mavrovic is unbeaten and I 
definitely won’t make the mis- 
take of underestimating him. 
But I think it’s a fight I can win. 

“My credibility has taken a 
battering after the Afcinwande 
fight and I don’t want it to get 
worse by fighting bums. I don’t 
want to get involved in any hype; 
just to go out there and get the 
right result.*’ 

Welch has clearly learned a 
lesson from the Akinwande 
fight, in which he waged a war 
or words, a mind game which 
was completely out of charac- 
ter and simply did not work. He 
may take a 10-rounder in ear- 
ly May, and a fight this year 
against the South African for- 
mer International Boxing Fed- 
eration champion, Francois 
Botha, has not been ruled out. 

Billy Schwer, the former 
British lightweight champion 
has been nominated to meet the 
EBU title bolder, Manuel Fer- 
nandes, of Spain. Schwer and his 


manager, Mickey Duff, were at 
ringside to see Fernandes stop 
the French defending champi- 
on, Angel Mona, in five rounds 
m Paris on Saturday. 

Schwer has long been waiting 
for a European title fight, but ac- 
cepts that it could take six 
months at least to set up a fight 
against Fernandes. “I might 
have a warm-up fight in the 
meantime. I’m not sure," he 
said. “Fernandes is a good 
puncher, is young and has plen- 
ty of energy. He snipped Mona, 
but was out of his feet in the 
third round. It's just good to get 
a title chance. It’s been a bit frus- 
trating in the last few months." 
■ Jose Bonilla, of Venezuela, 
easily retained his World Box- 
ing Association flyweight title 
when he stopped Japan’s Hirolri 
Ioka yesterday. The American 
referee, Rafael Ramos, stopped 
the fight after 2mm 49sec of the 
seventh round in Osaka with the 
challenger helpless against the 
ropes. Bonilla floored Ioka in 
the second round to take con- 
trol of the fight Bonilla, who 
took the title from Thailand’s 
San Ploenchit last November, 
improved his record to 22 wins, 
including 1 1 knock-outs, against 
three losses. 


Rugby Union 

The South African Rugby Foot- 
ball Union has turned to Care! 
du Plessis to replace the dis- 
graced Andre Markgraaff as 
Springbok coach. 

Described in his playing days 
as the “prince of wings”, Du 
Plessis, 36. thus becomes the 
youngest coach in Springbok his- 
tory. He has the dual responsi- 
bility of leading his country 
through 13 internationals this 
year, as weQ as heating some of 
the game’s self-inflicted wounds. 

Markgraaff resigned Last 
week after a secret tape record- 
ing was published of a conver- 
sation in which he made racist 
remarks against black sports 
officials. 

The former Western 
Province and Springbok winger 
- unrelated to South Africa's 
World Cup winning manager 
Morae du Plessis- retired at the 
age of 29 as sporting isolation 
limited fas career to just 12 Tests 
between 1982 and 1989. 

■ Second Division Moseley 
have signed the winger Gavin 
Houlston from the South 
African province Transvaal. 
Houlston, 23. holds a British 
passport and will be able to 
play as an English-qualified 
player. 


Alan Tbit will complete bis 
journey from rushy league back 
to union when he lines up for 
Scotland against Ireland at 
Murrayfidd on Saturday and re- 
turns to the Five Nations’ 
Championship after a nine- 
year absence. 

The 32-year-old Newcastle 
player wins his ninth cap in the 
team named yesterday. This 
follows his inclusion in the pro- 
visional Uoas squad of 62 for the 
summer tour of South Africa. 

Rob V&inwright is anxious 
that "fait does not have to cany 
the burden of Scottish expecta- 
tion. “Tbit's experience in league 
wflU be important to us," the Scot- 
land captain said. “But we’re not 
looking for some messtah, as the 
Welsh possibly viewed their re- 
turning league players." 

Tait returned to union this 
season with Newcastle to be 
nearer to his family in Scotland, 
a decision which brought to an 
end a league career in which be 
was capped 14 times by Great 
Britain during spells with 
Widnes and Leeds. 

David Johnston, Scotland's 
bads coach, is optimistic that 
'fait can lift the Scots foUowing 
their defeats by \VfcJes and Eng- 
land. “fait is confident both in 


attack and defence. I think he 
will improve the performance of 
the side," he said. 

“Vfe didn’t perform as well as 
we might have in the last two 
Test matches. Against England 
we had a different blend and it 
singly didn't function. We now 
believe we have a combination 
that will perform." 

fait, who won his eight pre- 
vious caps between 1987 and 
1988, wtii form a new centre 
partnership with Gregor 
Tbwnsead. “Hopefully I can 
help Gregor to perform,” Tait 
said after learning of his selec- 
tion. The mereunai Townsend 
switches from stand-off to made 
centre, the position be occupied 
against V£des and Italy. 

Craig Chalmers regains the 
No 10 jersey after being 

MtcTthe other change irTthe 
bads is at right wing, where 
Tbny Stanger returns to what 
many see as his best position in 
place of Derek Static after play- 
ing centre at Twickenham. 

Despite their poor showing 
against England, the forwards 
are retained en bloc, although 
there has been a positional 
switch in the bade row. Scotland’s 
coach, Richie Dixon, felt that the 


WEEKEND AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Carting Premiership 

i BteckUum v Sunderland 

...X 

17 SouTlwnd tr Barnsley _,JC 

IB Swindon v Chariton 1 

34 Fufoani v Chester — 

35 Hartlepool v Scunthorpe^ — 

X 

X 

2 Derijy v Chetaea 

.3 

19 Wbtws v Ipswich X 

39 Hereford v Exeter 

4. 

X 


...1 

mi Sunday: Bolton v Wea Brorn 


. _1 

6 Man UrwedTrComnuy 

..J. 

Second Division 

39 Mansfield v Cambridge 

3 


6 Newcastle v Southampton — X 

7 Sheffield Wed v Mtddtashnsugi 1 

S Tottenham v Nottm Rarest X 

9 Wbnuedon vlaceser. -.—I 

paying Sunday: Aston Vila v Uwooo). 
Ptjtffctf Monday: Cwarray v Wrattadoo. 
Nationwide League 

First Division 

10 Bradford v Man Cty - — X 

H Grimly v BfrmmfjHni —I 

H Norwich v Huddersfield — 1 

13 CKforiUttv Crystal Paicoe X 

14 Port Vale v Reading — X 

15 Portsmouth v Sheffield — .1 

3® QPR vOtdtiam 1 


30 Bournemouth v Shiwshury — 

ZL Bristol Rouen v Walsall 

22 Crewe vGIISn^tam 

23MiHwanvwy»rT*e.„ 

24 NotB County v Brentford 

25Peiertx)n3u0iwCnesttditid 

26 Plymouth i Blackpool..... 

27 Preston v Bury 

28 Stockport v Rotherham ...... 

29 Watford v SnsTOl Qty .......... 

30 Wrexham v Burnley 

31 ‘fork v Luton 

IhM Division 

32 Carlisle v Lincoln 

33 Partington v Brighton 


AteopBvmgCnotoncoupcnsJiRochrtele 
v Torquay: Playhig may: Colchester v 
Scarborough. DoncaOer v Wigan. Playing 
Sunday; Swansea v Cardiff. 

Bars Scotti sh League 
Premier Dtvtsfoa 

40 Aberdeen v Rangsrs 3 

41 Celtic v Hearts £ 

42 Dundee United v Dunfermline 

43 Hibernian v MomervreU X 

44 Rarth v Kilmarnock 3 

First Division 

48 East Fife v Dundee 3 

46 FafltfkvS* Mirren -X 


<7 Morton v Stirling Abort „.l i 

48 Paitck v Airdrie ...... X 

48 St Johnstone v Clydebank 1 

Abo playkig (not on coupons}; Berwick 
v Queen of the South. 

Also playing (not on coupons) Second 
Drvbioa: Ayr v Berwick, Clyde v Queen 
of tne South, Dumbarton vBredwi; Liv- 
ingston v Hamilton, StWhousemutr v 
Stranraac nird DMefeic Arbroath v East 
Sorting. Inverness Caledonian Thistle v 
Alloa, Montrose v Ross County. Queen’s 
ft* v Mar. Ftqtfng ftfcky: AMon v Cow- 
denbeath. 

Four tbmrs Evertan v Arsenal. Bradford 
Otyv Manchester City, Hibernian v Moth- 
erwell. FaJJdrk v St Mirren. 

Rve bmwk Chelsea, Brentford, Luton, 
Rangers, Dundee. 

ten homes: Leeds, Manchester United, 
Newcastle. Portsmouth, Wohwhampion 
Wardens, Crew, R*em, Genic, Dundee 
tfuted, St Johnamne. 


Football 

rjoutoisexerf 
FA CUP FIFTH ROUM) 

Darby vC6»onbyt7.4S) 

RFIH-R0UD REPLAY 

CtMtiaavlatater(7-45) 

COCA-COLA CUP 
mwifULFmsrua 

O tadqmt t MMifcrfim i itf i (&J01 — 

mCAMMG PREMBISMP 

flraeti— plan » WwMbUbu 

MaONMDE nOQNL LEAGUE 

F I RST 0IM 8I 0H 

IT! j 1 n » Itt giTnyi m n (T AB) 

TBMENTS SCOTTISH CUP 

FOURTH-ROUND REPLAY 

CsfUa r Hfeemaa (7.45) 

Hamftpn v MflTtmnmi , 

let nr o a ttwod StaaMl CMM 
SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DM$0N 
UNng U nueBreeMB 
1MRD DIVISION 

EacairiflfiwJUfcMth 

UWOMUfMLBFMar DMIbk Boson DU 
» QamMM0i not DMAm FMey Cancr 
fcoctaenosj ps. 


DR MARTBiS LEAGUE Prertor Dfariafcat Noth 
DOT AFC v fewsend & NQrffftM J7A5). MM- 
UDMUe VSRugiyv'frTMQrth.SonltMR! 
DMNoE BB3M9 vSt ieradE Men vDMr 
hcd. 

SMRN0FF RUSH LEAGUE First DMatarc 
OnBgi Town v Lame. 

WEUH CUP OniW«Hl replay: Cwmtran v 
HoIrseL 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Canrwnen Tow w *K*j s- 
*■)». PMfeMa* Rim Town * WyML 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEMUEfte- 
niar DMaloc OeneOy Umed v Uvenedga. 
UMH Clap Founti roast AH Town v 
QatfMuevBnVW. 

JBABQHEASWm COUNT® LEAGUE PHmr 
OnMsKSahamvFatertaivStiMrna’tervWa- 
two. 

SCREWHX MKT IMUEPmiar DfcWas 
flvartwi v &fcSngton. 

MIBRNUEAD KENT LEAGUE ffat LMsiac 
Chaham Tow » Hems Bay. 

UMUCT SUSSEX COtMTY LEAGUE John CYtn 
Usawn Cap TFW mub* Strtdean Urn » Has- 

9940. 

J BW SO l i YW S8 EX IDOE ftWfcMrtrtD c OCT - 

M0i v Bnmmoutn. 


packperfanned more than cred- 
itably against England “Con- 
sidering they were heavily 
outweighed, they were solid in 
the scrums and went well in the 
tine-ouL^ This group definitely de- 
served another chance." he said 
The positional alteration sees 
the captain, Rob Vfainwright, 
and Peter Walton switch posi- 
tions. Wiinwright will line up an 
the blind side, where be used to 
play, while Vfaltcm will be at 
No 8 in an international for the 
first time but Dixon insisted: “I 
don’t see that as a gamble. 

SCOTLAND (r IrNwd. Rn NbUmT CMOW- 

onatiip, MurrayfMd. X Mart: RS*Mphon< rv<s- 

roMK A Stangar iHawiO, A Ut (Narowset. « 
TeMnMnd (Northampan). K LoAn (SMrtg Ctri: 
C enm w CMarcte). b Radpatt fMNnaa* T 
Smith (Wasjruana). C BNP ICune*. M Stomrt 
INonnanvton). a wwr (NmcadW. A Road 
WUW.RYWtaMrtMlWancpaff&catPJ.PYM- 
Um (NMc33Ua). I Mtb rouxeaufl. F 
AMotK e ra— gnw (HanoCs m. o 
Wteaoraeral , Q Arasboog (NmcasQtt, D 
. |WawS. DltoBBShi. SBmftprttqopftl 

■ The Ireland prop Nick Pop- 
pleweU said yesterday that he 
was struggling to recover from 
a hamstring injury in time to 
play for Ireland against Scotland 
on Saturday. Poppiewell pulled 
a hamstring when playing for 
Newcastle against Leicester in 
the Pflkington Cup at the week- 
end and was unable to take any 
pan in an Irish squad training 
session on Monday. 


POKTINS LEAGUE (Voofar DM**: Botonv 
B&cMwn (FJJn Menmasw Usd y toenf^on 
faest (7.01 (XBujyFO. Rrtt DhMoR fern 
VBb vW*wT»mjiton (70) tstMta&of FOs Pan 
vale » Oacfeoal (70); Preaan v HwhNnfidtf 
(7.0), Sttsad Dfarbiair Hufl v Wrafum (70); 
YOK v (70). DM DfaMmc ftocmU* 
v Buy (7.0). (4WM Cup Grom One: Gkftvn 

yOanris|7OLGrawrmeSeartnau0t«8rail- 
b«i (70). owp SdMCiarpa » Orkrabr 

(7 0). 

AVON M8UMNCE COMUBWlON FH OM» 

toaUnrOM uo Qi»-.Ca(fltv8mn 
C.0); kwth v Crystal PSAW9 (7.15) (or ftw- 
•non ftooOt: Ntmcti v ftcsM CHy. . 

Rugby Union 

WaSH NATIONAL 1EA8UE Ffrst DM store 

Uartflia»CanMii7X». 

OJJB MATCHES: Cantmcl* UnlVVPen^HB 

(7.15); Ocrct v Mendoia fflrQ (7.15) . . 
OS UNDBT-21 COUNTY CHAMPJONSW 
W«wJb IM WBflmEkaNre « Notts. Uncs 
a 0«K (T JO) (St Ruaw. 

B aolm t baB 

EWOPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP: Engnnd v 
Russia (7.45) (at QuAttartSpecmjrrd. 


European Cup 
to change 
format for '97 

The pool stages of the Euro- 
pean Cup will be played on a 
home and away basis next sea- 
son -rather than one-off games 
- with the number of teams 
from each country remaining 
the same. England France and 
"Wales will each have four rep- 
resentatives. Ireland and Scot- 
land three each and Italy one. 

The final place wiD he de- 
cided by a play-off between 
Italy's second nomination and 
Romania’s champion club. 

The 2Q teams will be split into 
five pools of four with the win- 
ners of each going through to the 
quarter -finals. The remaining 
quarter-finalists wQl be drawn 
from three matches played be- 
tween the five runners-up and 
the best third-placed team. 

The format for the European 
Conference has yet to be de- 
cided, but the tournament will 
continue and matches will be 
played on some, or all. of the 
weekends devoted to Euro- 
pean Cup games. 

The Rugby Football Union 
have responded in a calm man- 
ner to criticism from Orrell's. 
chairman Ron PimblctL that his 
club's amendments before the 
special general meeting on 9 
March had not been circulated. 

“This appears to be a blatant 

attempt by RFU committees to 
disenfranchise the membership 
and remove the democratic 
process,” Pimblen said. 

But the RFU denied the 
charges last night. “We would 
submit the RFU has acted ef- 
ficiently and promptly,” a states 
meat said. 

OrreD, firm supporters of 
the executive committee chair- 
man^ Cliff Brittle, Want guar- 
anteed powers for the chairman 
of the management board un- 
der the new stniciurc, ' 

The Swansea coach, Mike 
Ruddock, is considering a 
three-year contract with the 
softer provincial team. Rud- 
dock’s wife is Irish and he 
joined the Welsh club after a 
spell with Bective Ranger;.. 


qp 
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Moment 
of truth for 
Olazabal 


Andy Farrell reports from Dubai on a 
master’s return alter a crippling disease 


The figure on the practice range 
at the Emirates dub, arcing 
beautifully struck iron shots 
towards ihe palm trees at the far 
end. looked reassuringly famil- 
iar. Passers-by nodded to each 
other. “Looks the same to me,” 
they said. 

The only clue that Jose Maria 
Olazabal had been away from 
the tournament scene since 
September 1995 was in the 
white plastic chair next to his 
golf bag which his manager. Ser- 
gio Gomez, gave up for his 
client's brief rests. Everyone in 
the Untied Arab Emirates is 
united in their anticipation and 
expectation of how the 
Spaniard will perform in the 
Dubai Desert Classic. 

*Tm maybe anxious, but not 
nervous,* 1 Olazabal said. “A lit- 
tle bit excited as well.** What 
galled about the Spaniard's en- 
forced absence was that he nev- 
er lost the talent in his hands that 
made him the US Masters 
champion, at 28, in 1994. He just 
could not walk, nor, at its worst, 
stand for more than 10 minutes. 
“It was just loo painful," he said. 

At the beginning of 1995, 
Olazabal, who had been no- 
ticeably limping for some time, 
had a section of the big toe on 
his right foot removed. The dis- 
comfort continued and after the 
Lancome Trophy that year, 
when ranked ninth in the world, 
he withdrew from the Ryder 
Cup team and disappeared 
from public view. 

Experts in Spain and the 
United States diagnosed 
rheumatoid arthritis, a genetic 
condition for which there is no 
proven cure. Comeback dead- 
lines came and went, interview 
requests declined. He worked 
on a course design project in 
Andorra, and sat at home lis- 
tening to Una Turner and Joe 
Cocker and watching sport on 
television. The golf was the 
worst. “You realised how hurt 
you were and that you might not 
play golf again. That was maybe 
the toughest part." he said. 

While in Munich last Sep- 
tember, Olazabal met Dr Hans- 
Wilhclm Muller-WohlfahrL “Dr 
Feelgood", as he is known to the 


likes of Boris Becker and Lin- 
ford Christie, diagnosed a bio- 
mechanical problem that could 
be treated with exercise and 
physiotherapy. “Since I went to 
see him, although I am not 
100 per cent, everything 
improved without setbacks," 
Olazabal said. 

“Just being here is a blessing,” 
be added. “I still feel it a bit in 
my feet, especially at the end of 
a round, but the pain is bear- 
able. My main target now is to 
forget about the Last 18 months. 
This week is to see how I cope 
with the daily demands of a 
tournament. After so long, 1 
have to be realistic.” 

Olazabal, who today plays 18 
boles for the seventh day run- 
ning in the pro-am, plans to re- 
assess at the end of the week, 
which he clearly hopes will be 
on Sunday rather than Friday. 
“1 am very pleased to see him 
walking property and to me, it 
looks like he is 100 per cent 
right,” said his compatriot Seve 
Ballesteros. 

Ballesteros, the Ryder Cup 
captain, is not alone is hoping flat 
Olazabal approaches top form in 
September, even if it would fur- 
ther complicate his wild card 
plans for the Cup defence. U is a 
crowded field; Ian Woosnam and 
Bernhard Langsr have wotk to do 
to qualify; Nick Faldo probably 
has to win a major to do so, and 
Jesper Panievik, who has had four 
top-live finishes in America al- 
ready this year, cannot even at- 
tempt to do so because he is not 
a member of the European lour. 

“What can 1 do? 1 ask fen four 
wild cards and they say only 
two,” Seve said, rehashing the 
old argument at length. Again, 
it was dear that his ideas do not 
coindde with those of the Ry- 
der Cup Committee. Disin- 
genuously, he added: “You all 
look so worried about this. 
Keep calm, the tournament is 
still nine months away.” It is a 
worry, and the Ryder Cup is 
only seven months away. 

■ Sam Torrance yesterday 
pulled out of the Dubai Desert 
Classic for the second year in 
a row, because his wife is un- 
well. 



Schmeichel wants 
to dear His name 


Football 


A move by the RKJtbaU Asso- 
ciation to defuse the continuing 
feud between Peter Schmeichel 
and Ian Wright could be under 
threat following the news that 
the Manchester United goal- 
keeper is taking legal advice in 
a bid to dear his reputation of 
the racist allegations generated 
by the row. 

The FA chief executive, Gra- 


iker following last 
L scenes 

: Highbury when the Arsenal 
striker Wright confronted 
Schmeichel as few left the pitch 
following UnSfidfs 2-1 win. 

The war of words began 
when SdnaekhctwiB alleged to 
have made a racist remark to 
Wright when the two teams 
met at Old Trafford in Novem- 
ben,an incident winch is stiB be- 
ing investigated by the police, 
and boiled over again when 
Wright committed a two-foot- 
ed challenge oa the Dane in last 


ham KeEfy, revealed at the week- 
end that he was ready to act as 

Gullit unrepentant 


Ruud Gullit, the Chelsea man- 
ager, yesterday laughed off 
the suggestion that he bad 
fired up Leicester 
City before today’s FA Cup 
fifth-round replay by main- 
taining: “I was only telling the 
truth.” 

The Stamford Bridge side ap- 
peared to be cruising into the 
last eight after gratis from 
Roberto Di Matteo and Mark 
Hughes. But Leicester hit back 
after the break, Steve TCdsh 
hauling t hem back into con- 
tention before Eddie Newton 
put through his own goal two 
minutes fr om time. 

Gullit's response -was to 
brand Leicester “lucky”, saying 
the long-ball Midlanders had 
created nothing, made onfy two 
set-piece charges, and he was 
“very comfortable" about going 
through to claim a trip to 
Portsmouth. 

The Leicester manager, 
Martin O’Neill, was furious at 
Gullit's claims, and the captain, 
lAfelsh, continued the criticism 


Not so familiar sight of Jose Maria Olazabal yesterday Photograph: David CannorvAllspoft 


Resignation adds to Wigan’s troubles 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 


The resignation of a director in 
a row over where Wigan wfli play 
has exposed a further rift at a 
troubled club. John Martin has 
quit after four years on the 
board, accusing his fellow di- 
rectors of back-tracking do a deal 
with Dave Whelan, the chairman 
of the Third Division football 
club, Wigan Athletic, to redev- 
elop their Central Park ground. 

Martin yesterday called on 
the remaining three” directors to 
resign as well. “I cannot be 


party to what is happening.” he 
said. 

Martin, a close friend of 
Whelan, backs the plan under 
which the multi-millionaire 
would buy Central Park for 
£4m. spend Ellin on rebuilding 
and move his football club 
across town to share it. 

A meeting of shareholders in 
January also voted over- 
whelmingly for that option, re- 
jecting alternative plans for a 
new ground in Wigan or mov- 
ing in with Bolton Wanderers at 
their new stadium in Horwich 

But the Wigan chairman. 
Jack Robinson, now says that 


White climbs world rankings 


Snooker 

Jimmy White's determination to 
recover his status in the world 
rankings was clear again yes- 
terday as he reached the last 16 
of the European Open in 
Malta. 

White beat the 19-year-old 
Welshman Matthew Stevens 
5-1. a match he could easily have 
lost during his depressing slide 
down the rankings. His run to 
the quarter-finals of the recent 
International Opeu at Aberdeen 
not only baited his decline, but 
helped begin his climb back to 
respectability. 

White’s resurgence was 


recognised in the updated 
rankings published yesterday 
which shows him up to 25lh 
from 36, although be began the 
1996-97 campaign in 13th 
position. 

His victory over Stevens 
should see him jump up sever- 
al more rungs of the ladder, and 
a win against Scotland’s John 
Higgins today could sec him 
knocking on the door of the top 
20 ag ain. 

“Ranking points arc all im- 
portant to me," said the 34-year- 
old Londoner, the European 
Open winner in 1992 following 
a 9-3 triumph over Mark John- 
ston-Allen m Belgium. 


the board cannot be tied to that 
decision. 

“It was a consensus that 
committed the directors to try- 
ing to pursue the Dave Whelan 
option, if it was viable,” he said. 
“But if the terms of the lease 
were unfavourable, it would be 
a dereliction of duty for the di- 
rectors to agree to it.” 

Robinson said the remaining 
directors were concerned that 
the Whelan deal would leave 
the club short of working cap- 
ital and earning capacity. 

“We have to look at other op- 
tions,” he said. That would 
mean selling Central Park to 


Athletics 

Athletes who break world reco*Us at the 
world outdoor championships in Athens 
tote year wit earn $100.000 1£63,000). 
the International Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration said yesterday. World record 
breakers at next week’s world indoor 
championships in Pan's would get 
£50,000 
Basketball 

MBA: Onando S3 Oenota*; Wan® 108 Gott- 
en State 100: Chrae) 116 ParDaxi 89: Cnar- 
lone 96 San Antonn 84. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W I 

Miami 42 11 

NOW Yam 40 1! 

Orlando 28 21 

WasMngtod 24 3 ( 

New Jersey 16 3 

P hta defrhta 14 3 

,11 4: 


Tesco, whose offer stands at 
£8.75m, and building a new 
stadium - “along the lines of 
Middlesbrough's new ground 
with 30.000 seals," said Robin- 
son - and moving temporarily 
to Bolton until it is ready. 

Martin has proposed a re- 
financing that would involve 
four or five people pulling in 
£400,000 or £500,000 each. In 
the meantime, he wants back 
the £250,000 be has invested in 
the club. A further complica- 
tion is that be runs the prof- 
itable Riverside Club at the 
ground. 

This is the latest in a series of 


traumas at Wigan, which have in- 
cluded the departure of die foot- 
ball manager, Joe Lydon, and the 
coach, Graeme West, as weD as 
the sale of players such as Scott 
Quinnell and 'va’aigaTuigamala. 

The club remains more than 
£3m in debt and Robinson a; 
pears in court next mont 
charged with attempting toper- 
vert the course of justice. 
Charges against Martin, who 
was arrested with him, were 
dropped. 

The BBC is to televise the 
Challenge Cup quarter-final 
between Warrington and Sal- 
ford on S March. 


t 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Travel schedule angers Cardiff 


Ice hockey 

Cardiff Devils, the new Super- 
league champions, have protest- 
ed about their schedule for the 
title play-offs which begin this 
weekend. 

The Devils are annoyed that 
they will be faced with three sets 
of "back-to-back games, twice 
after bus journeys which will 
take them the length of the 
country. 

Cardiff open at Newcastle 
Cobras on Saturday, then face 

Ayr the following night the 

long trek back to the Welsh cap- 
ital. The following weekend 
they are at home to Manches- 
ter Storm on the Saturday be- 
fore undergoing the even longer 


trip to Ayr for a match less than 
24 hours later. 

Cardiff’s programme ends 
with a home game against New- 
castle on 12 March before an- 
other journey the next day to 
play at Manchester. They re- 
ceive a welcome rest on the 
final weekend. 

“We have got to get the fix- 
tures changed." Paul Heavey. 
the Cardiff coach, said. “We win 
the league and end up being giv- 
en the worst possible schedule. 
It doesn't seem fair. 

■*We know you have to accept 
some travelling because of the 
geographical differences, but 
we are being punished for some- 
thing that is notour fault and will 
be contacting the Superleague ” 


D u Herbencti. J Dcraey, J Kasper, Q Ktnra) 
1:46.24 (52.90. 5334V. 10 AuWte I IH 


0 Ha&ermueMr. E Arnold, M 
SctmeeenaueO l:46J7 (53.15. 53.12). 
Wortd Cop pontoons (Mwr pfat of man 
racasfc 1 M Fto'wer iTSpas; 2 W Hoppe 

(Ger) 168: 3 D Wiese (Gar) 1&7; 4 G Huber 
166: 5 B Shnrwr (US) 141; e B Wlngeon 
(Fr) 155; 7 H Schoesser lAatj 125; 8 SPru- 




WESTERN CONFERENCE 
NEWEST DIVISION 

W 

Utah 38 



Bobsleigh 

FOUR-MAN WORUJ CUP {Nagano, Japan) 
l USA l (B SHmer, C Minted, R Jones. R Ole- 
wnT lmn 45.75aec flnuun52.71aec. sec- 
ond run 53.04; 2 GamHfly II ID Wiese. C 
Baitscn. T Wetter, M UeWn&eri 1:46.02 
V-asa. 53.03V 3 Franca 1 IB Mremi. E 
Mustache. E LeChanony, M Robert) £46.07 
(52.77. 53.30): 4 Swoertam II (M Rohner, 
M Muss*, T Sctiraner. r lame) 1:46.10 
152.96. 53.141; 5 Latvia l (S Pruas. E So- 
lans. A RiAsna. J Ebbs) li46.ll (52.97. 
5344); G ttdy MG ttier. ATaruda, M Rots, 
M Menchril W6.15 <5289. 5436); 7- Ger- 
many l M Hoppe. U Htedwr, R Hamemann, 
C Embastit U4 €l 23 152 96, 53 J7). Cara- 
da i (P Luederc, S Vvucman. D w MacEacn- 
em. J Pye! 1.-48.23 (53.14. 53.091: 9 USA 


as i Lao 124: 9 J Herberich (US) 121; 10 H 
Cant# (Get) 119. 

Boxing 

WORU) BOONS ASSOCIATION FUfWBSHT 
CHAAMONSHP (Tokyo* J Santa (Ven. hdd- 
■wi be H tafca (Japan) raf 7m. 

Cricket 

Devon, the Minor Counties champions, 
are hoping F»er Roebuck tan lead them 
to an unprecedented fourth auxeastre 
cftampkjnsfHp after the former Somer- 
set sMpper was reelected unopposed 
as captain tor the forthcoming season. 
RBD STRIPE CUP (Fhal day or ItwiV Tte 
Valey. AnftAK tamerd Islands 169 and 
236 (K L T Arthurian 96: C A DaMS 5-43): 
Wkxtwon) (stands 199 and 203 U R Murray 
S2). Icewwri Maud* won fay tea rum. ftjft 
of Spain: Tmdad and Tobag> 305 and 204 
tor 9 dec (M V NagWTKMUO 4-59); Guyana 
241 and 3 for 0 TOW, Mate* drawn. 

Cycling 

TOUR DE LANQKAW1 Sevanto JtSfB {124 
adu, Bantntf to Kuaoton, Main): 1 F Mc- 

Gatmack (US) 4nr 41rrtn 2Saee; % Q Kem- 
per (NeJM; 3 A Tati (It); 4G Mfer |NZ); 5 C 

Andosen (Don): 6A Aug (Fkic 77 Tamar IG8) 
9A same time. Oml staaAngK 1 LS»- 
tn no lanr 14mm 5&ec; 2 J Vo& (AusJ 
+2mm 24aec; 3 A EB (tt) +2tf9; 4A Lee- 
ds lit) +131. 

Football 

FRANCE (MaacRy Hrtamfttfcael v the 
Natfwrbnds, Pare do* PrtMtt, Parts, to- 

d wft. Lama; TTvam, Banc. Oaaiy. Lessor 
hammoeu, l age. Vieks. Bar 2dane. Du jpr- 

ry. 

ENDSUKH FOOTBALL UEAttJE Rnt DM- 
Non: Postponed: Qystaf Pdace v Reeong. 
SCOTTISH LEAGUE TOM PHWr PeaS- 
poned: Ross County v Queen's Park, 
ms LEAGUE Premia* DMsfeis Postponed: 
Ononl Qiy v BdOW. 

M0NMTS LATE RESUI& th Caring Pre- 
miership; West Han 4 Tottenham 3. Of 
Martens lent Premier DMsion: OeSns- 
tod Off 3 Ttolasown Twm 0. UnCond 
UH0M UMfSa Hist OMaloo Cap total 
nM Ashton Utd 4 NmhertWd 4. Federa- 
tion B re w ery Northern Laagio Hrat Dhrt- 
Mon: RTM fancartfe 4 Es*n0on i. Us 
League Ffeet DMsion:- Postponed.' B 
Ragis v Matdenhaad. Pootta* laa** 


£237 

[ The increase In the most at-J 
pensive Chelsea seasontick- 
| et-fram £650, to £887 nett 
i season. Curenty, tftemqstex- 
, pensive Premiership season 
| ticket is Wimbledon's £680; 
try comparison, the most ex- 
pensive at the San Slfosta- 
i dium in MSsn saround f700 F 


yesterday. “I anddtotderstaad 
their disappointment at not 
winning, but there was xio rea- 
son at all for their manager to 
have a go aiis for the way we 
pi wed,” Walsh said. 

Bui the complaktts from the 
Leicester camp brought no 
dimbdown from Gullit, with 
the Dutchman standing by 
his remarks. “I don’t worry 
about what I said; because I 
didn’t lie," said Ghut, who has 
major doubts over goalkeep- 
er Kevin Hitchcock and wing- 
back Dan Petrescu. 

“What I said wasn't designed 
to upset them. I just said what 
happened- It was a fact, and I 
doirt know why they have to be 
upset about it.” 

While Gullit has his injury 
doubts - Frode Grodas, Andy 
Myers, and possibfy even the 
player-manager himself are 
on standby - O'Neill wel- 
comes bade the suspended 
quartet Neil Lennon. Emile 
Heskey, Muzzy Izzet and Matt 
Elliott. 


wceks equally explosive game. 

Both the 'FA afid Profcv 
•donal Fooibalhro’ Associates; 

ha ve ma de bids to bring the twTi 

players together, althmicb Kel- 
ly insisted that such a mow 
would not free either mas from 
the- threat of dwciplinur. 
charges over the incident. ' 

But the Old Traffwd direc- 
tor and club solicitor. Maurice 
Watfcin, confirmed yesterday; 
“RepiMls that ftler is taking le- 
gal advice arc true. But «thet 
than to confirm that. 1 don't 
want to make any further com- 
ment on the matter at th ^ 
stage." 

Schmeichel dcarh wanLs u* 
dear his name, but bis move U'- 
wards legal redress could scup- 
per the-peacu plan even though 
both United and Arsenal have 
not yet rejected the Lancastei 
Gate initiative, 

Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager. i> 
reported to have said: “Obvi- 
ously we arc aware nf the pro- 
posals for a meeting but this i< 
a very delicate situation and w e 
will follow the advice given t*» 
us." 

His Arsenal counterpart. Ar- 
sine Wenger, said: “I think i» i* 
a very good idea and would en- 
courage the FA in this." 

However, with Schmeichel 
now exploring other avenues, 
the dispute could now be head- 
ing for the court rex^m rutirer 
than the negotiating table. 

■ Jimmy Gabriel has ended hb 
37-year association with Ever- 
ton as player, coach and care- 
taker manager. Gabriel, who 
won League and FA Cup 
medals during his 300 appear- 
ances for the dub. is to icaw 
Everton to pursue a coaching 
career in the United States. 


No dub punishment 

back Emerson for supporters’ fight 


ond DMsJon: Bradford Cfty 1 Snrawatxvy 0 
(aDandonefl 30 ntn); Ktensnetti 2 TWha W n 
4 OOKf mashes poe/poned. Avon tamm 
Coanbtatahm Hnt DMdoa: Oidsu 1 
Portsmouth 2. Other mactas postponed- 
SpenUi L 8 B 0 MK VdendB 2 llBandro 14, B»- 
gonga 66) CompostBU 1 (Penev pen 12). 

Goff 

Prize money tor the Volvo Mastere, the 
final euent of the European Tour sea- 
son, has been increased by £100.000 
to £lm- This year's event from Octo- 
ber 30 to November 2 will be pla^d 
at the Jack NicWaus-desiaped Mome- 
castillo course, Spain. Vovo also an- 
nounced increased prise money of 
£100,000 to £l.lm for the British PGA 
championship at Wentworth In May. 

Hockey 

Mon PicfcersgB. president of the AB Eng- 
land Women's Hockey Association, 
has been nominated as chairman to 
head the new Englsh Hockey Associ- 
ation for Its fast year fallowing the re- 
cent death of Tony White. Robm EJSott 
the ha PresKtent, is being proposed as 
vne-chamnan. The recommendation 
from the Steering Group will be put to 
meeting! of the HA and AEWHA early 
next month. 

Ice hockey 

NHL D8BW5 Ptwerma WaaweDnsaeatn 
3(00. 


TODAYS 

NUMBER 


Emerson wQl return to the 
Middlesbrough ride for their 
Coca-Cola Cup semi-final first 
leg at Stockport tonight after 
completing a two-match ban. 

However, Boro will be with- 
out his fellow Brazilian Junin- 
ho as he will be playing in a 
friendly international against 
Poland. 

Defenders Derek Whyte and 
Phil Whelan are also ruled out 
through injury, while Steve 
Vickers is doubtful with a head 
injury sustained during Satur- 
day’s 1-0 defeat by Newcastle. 
Nigel Pearson is on standby af- 
ter recovering from a neck in- 
jury which at one time 
threatened to end his career. 

Stockport’s Lee Tbdd has 
been given a Coca-Cola Cup re- 
prieve by this season’s new dis- 
ciplinary code after starting a 
two-match ban in County's 2-1 
defeat ax Blackpool on Satur- 
day. 

Only the fact that the Foot- 
ball League deemed at the start 
of the season that suspensions 
accrued in League and FA Cup 
matches would no longer apply 
in the Coca-Cola Cup has saved 
the 24-year-old full-back from 
missing out on the biggest 
match of bis career so fax and 
be will once again take up his 
berth on the left flank with the 
versatile Ttjny Dinning set to re- 
turn to the bench. 


Snooker 

EUROPEAN OPEN (VMotta, MMtta) First 
roomfc N Bond (Eng) bt R Uniter (En0 5-3: 
J Shth (Engl tit 0 kbrM <Bw) S-l; J WNtt 
(BW bt M Stevens (Waf) 5-1 ; » Hendry (Sco) 
M /Burnett (Sco) 5-1; K Doherty (W bt R 
Mttdrs (Enfi 5-3. 

Table Tennis 

QATAR INTERNATIONAL OPEN (Dobs) 
Mao’s teams quarter-finals: Ctrino 3 
Austna 2: Korea 3 Germany 1; Japan 3 
Prance Z Sweden 3 En^antf 0 (J Pereson 
bt C Prean 18-21 21-1021-11. j waidner 
bt M Syed 21-12 13-21 21-15, P Karisson 
and T Von Scfceeto bt Praen and A Parry 
21-17 21-15). 


A meeting between BxrtbaD As- 
sociation officials and local po- 
lice appears to have eased any 
fear of punishment for either 
Leicester or Chelsea over fight- 
ing between their fans. 

Trouble broke out in a cor- 
ner of the main stand at Filbert 
Street during-the first half of 
their FA Cup fifth-round tie 1 1 
days ago after visiting support- 
ers apparently infiltrated an 
area reserved for home fans. 

But the match, which will be 
replayed at Stamford Bridge 
tonight following a 2-2 draw, was 
held up for less than a minute 
and Leicester security staff were 
praised for their prompt action. 

Steve Double, an FA 
spokesman, said: “We have had 
a meeting with Leicester and 
their local police at Filbert 
Street and written to Chelsea as 
weH As thin^ stand, we are sat- 
isfied wiffi how the situation was 
handled.” 

The FA will, however, inves- 
tigate an incident at Knminghaip 
m which a missile was thrown at 
a linesman during their FA Cup 
tie against Wrexham. 

A report by the referee Mar- 
tin Bodenbam has been passed 
on to the club, who have been 
asked by the FA to give details 
of their crowd-control arrange- 
ments before deciding whether 
Birmi n g h a m took all reasonable 
steps to ensure safety. 


Ms 

-Arantxa Sanchez Vicarto, the Spanish 
No 1, has appointed her brother Emrito 
as her new coach in an attempt to res- 
urrect her career and help her to chal- 
lenge Steffi Graf and Martins Hirgs. To 
be No l ajSfn I need someone who 
knows me? Sanchez Vcario said. 
EmUto Sanchaz. who takes over from 
the Australian Menyn Rose, will con- 
tinue to play 00 the men’s circuit de- 
spite his new rote. 

MENS MILAN INDOOR TOURNAMENT Hret 
round: C PMIn* (B) bt O Camporeae fit) 
4-6 6-4 6-1; A Boetocfi iFrt KKMamt tMort 

6-2 6-2: M Manet* op ot M GMUner (Ger) 
2-6 6-4 6-4. 


Mick Jones, Plymouth Ar- 
:'s caretaker-manager, is u> 
offered the manage r‘s job. 
Jones will succeed Neil 
Waroock, who was sacked three 
weeks ago. 

Celtic and Hearts face being 
fined unless their poor disci- 
plinary records improve. The 
Scottish FA’s disciplinary com- 
mittee have sent letters of want- 
ing to the two Premier Division 
dubs, along with St Mirren. Ayr. 
ArbroaLh, East Stirling and 
Cowdenbeath. 

John Ebbrell appears likely to 
end a 10-year assodation with 
Everton and team up with his for- 
mer manager, Howard Kendall. 
Ebbrell had talks with Sheffield 
United last night with a view- in 
a £lm move which might pre- 
clude an Everton bid for Leeds 
United’s Carlton Palmer. 

Hungarian international mid- 
field player Peter Lipcsci has 
joined Sheffield Wednesday on 
trial from POrto. Lipcsci has 
more than two years left on his 
contract with the Portuguese 
club and is likely to cost a sub- 
stantial amount if Wednesday 
try to sign him. 

Uefa. the game’s European 
governing body, said yesterday 
that 60 club sides from 33 coun- 
tries would compete in this 
year’s InterToto Cup. England. 
Italy and Spain have declined to 
take part. 


UA MENS INDOOR SAIELUIE MASTERS 
(Croydon) Socood round ; V bukto thru bt P 

Kdovec (Can) 7-5 7-5: C Hags*rt iSfc bt C 
Bteeher [G9i 6-4 7-5: D Van UHoien iB<N> « 
MUBlGH) 57 6J B-4. 

WTA TOUR R4NKIN0S: 1 S Gral ,Gen 
S02aop«s: 2 M IM (SmO 4277* 3 J Ntvx ■ 
m IC2 Rap) 3313.4422; 4 A Sandte* Vitano 
fSp) 3202.6871: 5 C Manns CSp) 301D£*10: 
6 M Setes (US) 293UQB3: 7 A HUber (Gwi 
25714J38S; 8 LtOunnport (US) 2440.5667: 

9 1 M40I1 term ) 21102820; 10 K Katauoo- 

w (Stowk) 2022.7182: 3JL I Series iFtomi 
2002-TKO;12MPwM(Fn 15eJ3t3&.13 
A Cbeoer (SA) 1585. 7DP9; M M J Fwnanda; 
IUS) 1542.5113; IS J WInm <Autt 
1533 5810; IB 8 PaiZus (Auti 1527.2912. 
17 B Srfiute-McCarthy iftoti) 1410.8799. 18 
KPo (US) 3377.0647; 19 S Appetmans (Bel< 
1359.6050; 20 E Lihhovtaeira >Ru$. 
11542240. 


SNOW REPORT - 


in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180 + resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or ime 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Ata-glance fax guide to enow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. . 
Call SKIFAX -the $ki facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKIC0DES 


For a fax fist of 180+ 
resort codes: 

0990100 843 
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Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 
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A woman’s fight 

Title defence for Britain's world 
boxing champion, page 24 


sport 


THE INI® 

Facing F ra " c ® 

Tony Underwood explains ; their 
strengths and weaknesses, pa§ * 






Rowell 
quick to 
defend 
players’ 
qualities 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Jack Rowell stopped short of 
openly criticising Fran Cot- 
ton's 'initial Lions selection 
yesterday, but the England 
coach dropped enough hints 
to suggest that he was not re- 
motely amused by the omis- 
sion of his cadre three-quarter 
line. Will Carling omitted 
himself, of course, but Rowell 
made a strong point of speak- 
ing up for the others. 

The failure of Phil de 
Glanvilie, Jon Sleightholme 
and Tony Underwood to make 
Cotton's preliminary party of 
62 caused so much fuss last 
week that Rowell, who has 
fielded more than his fair share 
of flak in recent months! must 
have felt gralefid to the selec- 
tors for taking their turn in the 
firing line. Yesterday, how- 
ever. it was time to put his head 
above the parapet once again. 

Rowell's heartfelt defence of 
De Glanville's contribution 
as England captain was par- 
ticularly pointed. “Fm not say- 
ing Phil is any better or worse 
a player than John Dawes 
was, but he's our equivalent," 
he asserted. A choice of com- 
parison could not have been 
more loaded for Dawes, often 
undervalued as a centre by bis 
own Wrish countrymen, left an 
indelible mark on the world 
game as captain of the leg- 
endary Lions who overcame 
New Zealand in 1971. 

“What is important for all 
three players is that they per- 
form well for England." con- 
tinued Rowefl. "That is the best 
way forward to a Lions place 
this summer. Knowing the 
three as I do. I think the events 
of the last week wfll make them 




Practice makes perfect The England players get to grips with their scrum machine during yesterday's training session at Bisham Abbey 


photograph: David Ashrfowrt 
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more determined. Tony Under- 
wood played the best game of 
rugby I've ever seen from him 
in Ireland 11 days ago and while 
I haven't discussed the Lions 
with him or anyone else, I knew 
they'll give even more than usual 
against France." 

Worryingly, De GlanviDe and 
four colleagues were still ham- 
pered by injury yesterday and 


will require treatment before 
Saturday’s Five Nations con- 
frontation at Twickenham. The 
captain, struggling with ankle 
problems sustained during 
Bath’s weekend victory at Bris- 
tol, was joined on the casualty 
list by Martin Johnson, the 
Leicester lock, and Richard 
Hill, the Saracens flanker, both 
with similar ailments. Simon 


Shaw, the Bristol second row, 
and Mike Catt, the reserve 
outside-half from Bath, also 
complained of shoulder and calf 


conditions respectively. 
Although Hill and Ca 


Although Hill and Catt were 
unable to take any part in yes- 
terdays session - the other 
three just about coped with 
light duties - Rowell was confi- 
dent of fielding his selected 


side against the French. “People 
tend to get themselves up for an 
England match, especially one 
of this magnitude," he said. 

“The French are always dan- 
gerous, frightening even, par- 
ticularly when they get their 
fluent multi-handling game 
going. It seems tome that Jean- 
Claude Skrela and Pierre 
Vfllepreux, have relaunched 


the side with their coaching 
They do not appear to be as con- 
strained mentally as they have 
been in previous years and if wc 
are not at our best, we could find 

ourselves leaking points." 

Aware of the most recent 
taunts aimed at England - that 
they are either incapable of, or 
unwilling to, play fast, adven- 
turous rugby without spending 


the first hour of a match 
squeezing the breath from the 
opposition - Rowell confirmed 
that he would be seeking early 
progress on Saturday. 

“VVe need to settle more 
quickly and play more accu- 
rately," he said." “We started 
scrappfly against the Irish, and 
wc have already talked about 
that amongst ourselves. I know 


we can be untidy and gvc thing* 
away. If you do that against the ; 
French you are playing with fire* 
We need to perform wiihtbe . 
meanness of the best New 
Zealand sides.” - V 

If England can live up to that 
demand against the Tricokircs, i 
a Grand Suun will he theirs for 
the taking 

TMt returns, page 26 i 


Football 

GUY HODGSON 


The prospects of Newcastle 
United winning their first ma- 


jor trophy since 1969 - which 
have always seemed entwined 
with Alan Shearer’s fitness and 
form - were placed in serious 


jeopardy yesterday when the 
England striker underwent an 


England striker underwent an 
operation on his groin. 

The most optimistic estimate 
for his return is a month, by 
which time Newcastle's assault 


on the Premiership and the 
Uefa Cup could have been de- 
railed. More wonyingly. this is 
the third time Shearer has Had 
an operation on the injury in 
eight months, suggesting a 
longer lay-off may be necessary 
for a proper cure. 

Even if he emulates bis ex- 
traordinarily quick recuperation 
of last autumn, be will miss both 
legs of the Uefa Cup quarter- 
final against Monaco and five 
League matches, including the 
potentially decisive away match- 
es at Liverpool and Wimbledon. 


He must also be rated ex- 
tremely doubtful for England’s 
friendly against Mexico at 
Wembley on 29 March. 

“Anyone watching Alan play 
lately would agree that he has not 
been the Alan Shearer Newcas- 
tle fans know and love,” Graham 
Courtney, a dub spokesman, 
said. “He’s been struggling with 
the injury and now he's bad an 
operation to rectify the problem. 
\Ve look forward to having him 
back as quickly as possible." 

Shearer, who cost Newcastle 
a world-record £15m when they 


bought him from Blackburn last 
summer, was out of action for just 
over a mo nth after surgery in the 
wake of the 5-0 defeat of Man- 
chester United on 20 October. 

He missed England’s 2-0 win 
in Georgia in a World Cup qual- 
ifier and six Newcastle games, 
only two of which were won, be- 
fore returning to action in the 
l-l draw at Chelsea on 23 No- 
vember. Since then. Shearer has 
scored 15go3lsin 18 games, tak- 
ing his tally for the season to 25 
and reviving Newcastle’s title 
hopes in the process. 


Thai operation followed an- 
other last May. which at one 
time threatened his place in the 
England squad for the Euro- 
pean Championship finals. He 
recovered to playa key role, but 
the surgery was' only 'a tempo- 
rary success. 

Certainty the England coach. 
Glenn Hoddfe, suggested yes- 
terday that all has not been 
well with his principal striker for 
some time when he admitted the 
latest operation had been in- 
evitable. “I’ve been aware of the 
problem and there’s no doubt 


that it needed to be dealt with,” 
he said. “Alan has kept me in- 
formed of his plans over recent 
days and Kenny Dalglish and I 
want him back as soon as pos- 
sible. It’s the third operation of 
its sort that he’s had and well be 
hoping for as speedy a recovery 
as on the previous occasions." 

Shearer played in the 1 -0 win 
ax Middlesbrough on Saturday 
which lifted Newcastle to third 


place, six points adrift of lead- 
ers Manchester United with a 


ers Manchester United with a 
game in hand He had a quiet 
game, however, and his failure 


to get a goal ended his hopes of 
scoring against all 19 Premier- 
ship opponents this season, a 
feat for which the bookmakers 
had offered odds of 500-1 at the 
start of the season. 

Shearer's absence means the 
partnership with his fellow Eng- 
land striker, Les Ferdinand, has 
been disrupted again. They have 
scored 4i goals between them 
this season, including seven in 
Newcastle’s last four games, but 
one or both has been missing for 
II games. 

In the past. Fhustino Asp cil- 


ia has filled the void, although 


he was dropped for Saturday's 
match and is suspended for 


match and is suspended for 
Tuesday's home tie against 
Monaco. Instead, Dalglish may. 
recall Peter Beardsley, who has 
been relegated to the substi- 
tutes’ bench for Newcastle's 
lusttwo matches. 

Dalglish's attacking options 
have been reduced by the sale' 
of Darren Huckerby lo Coven- 
tiyshortty before Kevin Keegan’s 
departure and that of Paul Kft- . 
son Wist Ham two weeks ago. 

Mm football, page 27 
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EASTER SPECIALS 
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new Forest regime BARCELONA 


m 


£399 

Sovereign 


JON CULJLEY 


ACROSS 

I No baked beans in this hel- 
mci? 14) 

3 Sirong-sixnicd plant, always 
rare after fust uf February (8) 
10 Long-standing stone or king 
siandiiig-slone t7,8) 

II Fnm inside sale boundary (9) 

12 Disadvantage of alloy ex-" 

_ pressed symbolically (4) 

13 Short trips wrong 'attend- 
ed by sandstorm [7) 

15 Calls some of this group hon- 

csT lb) 

17 Type to leave Armmanches 
such architectural features? 
(61 

19 Of course, be is marking 
cards (7) 

20 Grass border plant opening 

21 Line essential to score? (9) 

24 Celebration in which heavers 

lift vast yield |7,8) 


25 French article camouflaged 


but exposed (8) 

26 Tone-lowering character in 


apartment (4) 


DOWN 

1 Trudges about to End foreign 
pastries (S) 

2 Horse always in front? (5> 

4 For example, return journey 
can be something to boost 
one's own image (3,4) 

5 Coals put on in stormy, moist 
peninsula (8.6) 

6 Release mole - he can do as 
be pleases (4.5) 

7 Accompanying woman, hit is 
unexpected (4) 

8 Schafer, whose line came 
from Alsace? (6JB) 

9 Human figures lose energy, 
standing (6) 

14 Element not widely known 
on this planet {4-5 j 



16 Small bum right inside pam- 
phlet (8) 

IS Is it superior to a Border Ter- 
rier? (7) 

19 Medicine to make one com- 


petent in race (6) 

22 One is struck with o name al- 
most abandoned (5) 

23 Cream bun, dear? (4) 
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Nottingham Forest began life 
under new owners yesterday 
amid fresh uncertainty over the 
future of their player-manager. 
Stuart Pearce. 

The 34-year-old England 
player was expected to reveal 
plans to spend af 16m transfer 
fund following Monday's sale of 
the club to a consortium head- 
ed by the Saracens owner, Nigel 
Wray, and the former Totten- 
ham chairman, Irving Scholar. 

But at a low-key press con- 
ference at the City Ground, the 
new regime failed to deliver firm 
backing for the man who 
stepped into the breach when 
Frank Clark resigned in De- 
cember. Pearce even suggested 
he might stand down himself if 
it would help Forest avoid rel- 
egation from the Premiership. 

Property developer Wray, 
the main financial muscle be- 
hind the £19.1m offer which 
shareholders voted over- 
whelmingly to accept on Mon- 
day evening, was back at his 
desk in the City yesterday, leav- 
ing the new chief executive, Phil 
Soar, to take charge at Forest. 

Scholar, who took a 16 per 
cent stake in the dub with 
Wray holding 27 per cent, was 
at the news conference but sat 
away from the platform, where 
Pearce was flanked by Soar 
and the incumbent chairman, 
Irving Korn. With no opening 
address from Soar- and no en- 
dorsement of Pearce’s position 
as manager - it was left to 
Pearce to do roost of the talk- 
ing, The message that came 
across was that neither he nor 
his new employers are sure 
about his role in Forest's future. 

Pearce spent an hour and a 
half in talks yesterday morning, 
not with Soar but with Scholar, 


who has been asked to advise 
the club as football consultant 
“Mr Scholar was very forth- 
right and we learned a lot about 
each other," Pearce said- 
“There were one or two issues 
raised concerning my future 
and we talked about the possi- 


bility of having a general man- 
ager. It is difficult to combine 


ager. It is difficult to combine 
all of the things I have to do at 
the moment, including playing 
for England. 

*T was probably put in the po- 
sition prematurely. Jn other 
circumstances, if anyone had 
asked me if I wanted to be man- 
ager of Nottingham Forest I 
would have said, “yes, when 
I've finished playing.’ " 

Pearce has tola the new own- 
ers he will continue until the end 

of the season but hinted he 
could stand down before then. 
“I’m happy to go along with 
whatever is going to be for the 
benefit of the dub," he said. “If 
I felt that stepping down as 
manager and just carrying on as 
a player would help us stay in 
the Premiership I would do so 
without hesitation." 

There was no tub-thumping 
about buying new players, de- 
spite Forest's plight in’ the bot- 



tom three of the Premiership and 
with the transfer deadline just 
three weeks' away. Soar said 
privately he would be relying on 
Scholar to help in transfer deal- 
ings and Pearce admitted it was 
part of the job he did not relish. 
“Sometimes the financial busi- 
ness can keep you away from the 
training pitch and that's where 
I enjoy being,” he said. “We are 
on a learning curve realty. If it 
be that someone else deals with 
other clubs we will do thaL" 

The new owners won control 
on Monday, when they received 
the backing of 1S9 of Forest’s 
202 active shareholders at an ex- 
traordinary general meeting. 

While no one imagines that 
Wray, reputed to have made 
£60m from property and media 
deals, does not see Rarest as an 
investment, the involvement of 
Soar probably appeased those 
who wanted to see the man- 
age men l retain a local flavour. 
Although he lives in Berkshire, 
the 49-year-old author and pub- 
lishing executive was brought up 
in Bilborough, on the city’s 
outskirts, and has been watch- 
ing Forest since he was nine. As 
a season ticket holder he has 
many friends at the club. 

Scholar returns to football six 
years after selling Tottenham to 
Alan Sugar for a reported £8m. 
He and Soar have known one 
another since the mid-1980s, 1 
when Soar was engaged to write 
Tottenham's official history. He 
pioneered football's entry into 1 
the Stock Market, floating Tot- , 
tenham long before even Man- 
chester United could sec the , 
benefits of such a move. 

Forest's new owners plan to 


4 nights B&B gmi 

★ Havana Palace 

R^tis from Gatvwck £ Mm M m 
Outbound, Thu 27 March 1700/2010 
Return, Mon 31 March 2240/2345 




tcurosta r 


& PARIS 

I nights 8&B • 

i Hl * * Grand Hotel de Paris • 
Additional nights £13* 

2 nights midweek £ 1 07 * 
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PICASSO 

Moderna Museet, Stockholm 


15 Feb - 19 May 97 


229 


Picasso and the Meditei 


a major exhibition featuring 
1 00 exceptional works from 1906-1960 


float this year, joining a pro- 
cession of clubs attempting to 
cash in on the windfalls to be 


• Departures from London & Manchester 

• 2 nights B&B at a *★ hotel in Stockholm 

• Guaranteed entrance to the Picasso Exhibition 

• Additional nights available from £27per night . ■ 

• Upgrades to** */* hotels available . . 

c+ _ C J SPECIAL OFFER 

btay Fnday & Saturday nights at the central *.**, 

Hotel Kom from £ 239 and get Sunday night free 

fndud 5 airaort tsxes.7Qf hotels tfw 
centrally located and have ensuite bathreroirif . 

: -AU; OF **S SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 
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Pearce; Putting dub first 


made in the City. 

Forest in £50m flotation. 
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